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Introduction
This year’s Advent Devotions will take a variety of different subjects from Biblical history, the
Prophets and their prophesies, the 400 Years of Silence between the Old and New Testaments,
Angels and their responsibilities in the Messiah’s Birth, The Star of Bethlehem, The Shekinah
Glory, Joseph and Mary, The Davidic Covenant, John the Baptist and Jesus, and a few minor
players. These may seem unrelated, but they are all a major part of the Holiness, Magnificence
and the Glory which was the Birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope these devotions will
prepare you for the coming of the Messiah and leave you with a feeling of joy, love and peace.

400 Years of Silence
Advent….It’s the time of year in the Church Calendar which signifies so much. A certain
excitement brews, the Church begins its preparations to welcome the Lord’s Holy Son into the
world. Familiar hymns float from the halls of the Sanctuary, ecclesiastical vestments are donned
with the colors of the liturgical calendar, trees and wreaths decorate the altar, Sanctuary and
vestibule windows. Preparation papers every event and activity until December 25. But there is
a much more cloistered period prior to Advent which began with 400 years of silence from God.
This aberrant time capsule begs the profound questions: Why was God silent and what does
it mean? The silence of the Creator is indeed daunting, and our limited realm of knowledge
can barely put its hands around the whys and reasons. Silence is usually interpreted as anger,
disappointment, hurt, or even the breaking of a covenant. Was God “finished” with all humanity
at last? Was He fed up with the pit of decay, sin and evil putrefied by the perfect beings He had
masterfully engineered? Were we all just bad seeds? The Lord destroyed the world in Noah’s
time, and He could certainly do it again. Was His Silence His means of stepping out and letting
us eventually eliminate ourselves? Four Hundred Years of Silence seems a pessimistic way to
introduce Advent, but the Lord needed time to catalyze redemption and formulate a dramatic
means of delivering this to humanity.

May you experience the Love, Joy, and Peace
which Jesus brings this Advent.

Merry Christmas!
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Monday, November 28, 2022

The Final Warning
The name ‘Malachi’ means “My Messenger”, and the book
opens in 430 B.C. with the Lord’s resounding affirmation of
love and faithfulness for His people. Yet, as He continues to
behold the hypocrisy and apathy of the priests and leaders,
He castigates them with this final warning: “Behold, I am
going to send you Elijah, the Prophet before the coming of the
great and terrible Day of the Lord. He will restore the hearts of
the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to
their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a
curse.” (Malachi 4:5-6) The Jews had returned to Israel, finally
released by the Persians from Babylonian captivity. As they
began to create and assimilate into a new way of life, many
became merchants, laborers, political activists and builders.
The Temple had been rebuilt and the Law and doctrines of
Moses had been restored. But the faith of the priests and the people melted away slowly in
the desert sands of Judah. No longer under the cruel weight of the barbaric Babylonians, they
began to become lax, stagnant and perfunctory. They intermarried, mistreated their wives,
and worshipped idols. Priests were negligent in their duties and even the Temple became
impoverished and run down. The Israelites no longer respected or honored the Lord. Hence,
God’s warning through Malachi was not without reason, and His anger at the Jews began to
burn fiercely across the deserts of Judah. The Jews were in a dark cauldron of their own making,
which God had knowingly predicted. The curtain fell and the Great Silence would soon begin.
Tuesday, November 29, 2022

Advent to the New Testament
Though there was tremendous mystery surrounding the Great Silence,
the Lord knew exactly what He was doing. And His measure of time is
by no means equitable to our understanding of it. The 400 Hundred
Years of Silence may have occurred on earth, but that does not mean it
was the same period of time relating to God. “But do not forget this one
thing, dear friends: with the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years is like a day.” (II Peter 3:8) Considering this Biblical truth,
we might theorize the 400 Years of Silence as an Advent to the New
Testament and the Birth of the coming Messiah. We know throughout
this period, conquests and persecutions of the Jews and what was left of
the priesthood brought overwhelming desecration. The people of Israel
were definitely alone, without the voice or presence of their Lord. But
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God promised never to abandon His chosen people or leave them to die in the wilderness. He
still promises that to us today. “The Lord Himself goes before you and will be with you: He will
never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:8)
The Lord had prodigious plans not only to revenge this defilement and total irreverence, but to
orchestrate a means to destroy all this evil and redeem His righteous people. “But for you who
revere My Name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.” (Malachi 4:2)
Wednesday, November 30, 2022

Time Goes On
There are some who believe that nothing occurred during the Great Silence. It was as though
the “mute” and “pause” buttons had been pressed on the world. And though there were no
scribes to write Scripture, the Lord had wise and prophetic plans for the prophets, faithful men
and wise translators, He personally chose. Secular historians still recorded the significant events,
conquests and world powers during those 400 years. Under the rule of the Persians at this time,
the Jews were allowed to worship, conduct religious observances and even organize Jewish
government. Around 330 B.C., Alexander the Great conquered the Persians and seized Israel.
Alexander was convinced that Greek culture would unify the world. Because the Jews were so
immersed in Greek culture by this time, most people in Israel spoke Greek, not Hebrew, as their
primary language. One of the major significant events the Lord orchestrated during Alexander’s
occupation of Israel was the Hebrew Bible translated into Greek.
That translation, called the Septuagint, allowed the word of God
to reach both Hebrews and Greeks and neighboring countries. This
could be suggested as the “Advent” of the New Testament to the
Holy Bible, as the Septuagint came into widespread use and most
of the New Testament writers accepted the original translations
from the Greek. Now people everywhere were allowed access to
the Word of God which they could understand.
Thursday, December 1, 2022

Sweet Cherub Faces
What comes to mind when we envision an Angel? Sweet puffy cheek, a pouty heart shaped
mouth, curly blond hair with a halo on top?! Absolutely! On our Christmas cards, we often see
the peaceful face of an angel in a sleeping child, in the sweet eyes filled with wonder looking up
at Santa and especially, in the image of the swaddled Baby Jesus lying in the manger. Yes, angels
are pretty amazing. God created them to be just a little higher than men. They are personal
spiritual beings who have greater intelligence, emotions and will than man. (I Peter 1:12). They
were created by God to serve, praise and worship Him. They are holy and immortal, thus angels
cannot become men, nor can men become angels when they pass away. Angels are so prevalent
and significant, they are mentioned 273 times in 34 of the Bible’s books. Though there is no
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specific reference to exactly how many angels there are in the celestial Heavens, in Revelation
5:11, John declares, “Then I looked and heard the voices of many angels, thousands upon
thousands, ten thousand upon ten thousand.” Although Scripture does not tell us, many scholars
believe there could be as many angels in existence as the total number of humans. This theory is
based on a passage in Matthew 18:10, “Beware that you do not look down on any of these little
ones. For I tell you that their angels in Heaven always see the face of My Father in Heaven.” This
caution from Jesus seems to suggest that individual people, especially children, have Guardian
Angels to protect them. Looking back on our lives, how many of us have been saved time and
again from danger, accidents and other potentially fatal circumstances? These are true miracles,
and we accept them as such because we actually witnessed them. Imagine how many miracles
happening in our lives we have missed. Perhaps ten thousand upon ten thousand? Scripture is
clear that angels are to guard and protect human beings. We know they were within the manger
watching over Jesus as He was born, with literally thousands of them in the heavenly night
singing and celebrating His Birth.(Luke 8) But what other responsibilities do angels have and how
many different kinds are there?
Friday, December 2, 2022

The Cherubim
The image of an angel usually bears the likeness of a sweet, chubby cherub, but ironically they
are referenced in the Bible quite differently. Sometimes they can be gentle and quiet, at other
times they beat the kettle drums in orchestral symphonies singing praises to God. At critical
times they can be fierce, fiery and frightening. They are often described as military “hosts” of
the celestial armies. (Jeremiah 5:14). They may be called “Sons of the Mighty” (Psalm 89:6) or
“Sons of God” (Job 2:1). Some passages of Scripture even describe angels as “the stars in the
heavens” relating to their massive numbers (Rev. 9:1 Daniel
8:10). Angels can also be “Messengers.” But what makes
them unified -- Angels are Holy.
Angels fall into two classes: unfallen and fallen. Most holy
unfallen angels mentioned in the Bible fall into several
classifications and perform different tasks. Cherubim, the first
angels mentioned in the Bible, attend to the throne of God
as guards and defend God’s Holiness from any defilement.
After the Fall, God placed Cherubim at the entrance to the Garden of Eden to guard the “Tree
of the Life” (Genesis 3:24). The Cherubim also serve to magnify God’s Holiness and are a visible
reminder of His abiding presence among His people. They have the likeness of a man, but each
have four faces—a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle, and each had four wings. Under their wings,
the Cherubim have the hands of a man— for what purpose the Bible does not tell us, but we can
speculate or theorize by examining the uses of our hands: they carry, hold, touch, greet, lead and
pray. Perhaps these could be clues to what Cherubim actually do.
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Monday, December 5, 2022

The Seraphim
Seraphim offer continual worship and praise to God. They are described as human or man –
like creatures, but frightening, with six fiery wings and several other strange and extraordinary
features. They are only mentioned by name once in the Bible in Isaiah 6 where they are called
Seraphs, but they also appeared to Ezekiel, chapter 1, described in great detail. It seems that
the Lord’s legions of angels are quite different from
our story book image of them. But no matter what
they looked like or whatever task they serve, Angels
come from the Mind or the Voice of God. In fact,
they were created by Him before the creation of the
world and our physical universe. Job 38:4,7 “Where
were you when I laid the earth’s foundation…while
the morning stars sang together, and the angels
shouted for joy?” Angels are mysterious, powerful
beings. We do not know when or how angels were
created or of what substance. Most likely they were “spoken” into existence by God as He “spoke”
into existence the rest of the Universe (Genesis 1). There is a popular notion that humans can
become angels when they die, as it was suggested in the well-known Christmas film, “It’s a
Wonderful Life”. While that may give some of us great peace and pleasure, unfortunately there
is no Biblical basis for it. The Bible clearly states that mankind was created “a little lower than
the angels.” Psalm 8:5.
But what we do know, is that God created them to be beneficial for human needs and care.
Considering their function and role: “Are not all angels ‘ministering spirits’ sent to serve those
who will inherit Salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14) But what about those three special angels who
warranted mention in God’s guide for all of us –The Holy Bible?
Tuesday, December 6, 2022

Archangel Michael: Super Hero

Angels are such an important part of the Christmas story. They seem
to make the whole thing work from beginning to end. Yet only a few
are actually identified by name; Michael, the Archangel, Gabriel, the
Messenger and Lucifer or Satan, the fallen angel. We normally do not
consider Lucifer or Satan as part of the Nativity story, but you can bet
he was there gnashing his teeth and plotting destruction through the
efforts of Herod, the Pharisees and other political and religious opponents. Lucifer means “Son of the Morning”, but this name is not found
in the Holy Bible.
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The Archangel Michael is the Great Prince, the one who protects and oversees the Lord’s people.
He can be found in Daniel 10, Jude 1 and Revelation 12. Michael is the “A” Team Angel, the leader
over all the angels. Today, Michael could easily be cast in the role of a Superhero in any types of
these movie genres. He is very powerful and often in battle with the dark forces in the spiritual
realm, where He also holds authority.(Revelation 12:7). Archangels possess intelligence, power
and glory. A great and powerful angel first appears to Daniel in chapter 10, terrifying him by his
fierce appearance. “Before me was man dressed in linen, with the finest gold belt around his
waist. His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightening, his eyes flaming torches, his arms and
legs like the gleam of burnished bronze and his voice like the sound of a multitude.” Daniel 10:5-6.
“Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you set your mind to gain understanding and humble
yourself before your God, your words were heard…Do you know why I have come to you?...First,
I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth.” (Daniel 10:20-21) One of the many principal
responsibilities Michael had, was to assure that Christ was returned to His church. And we can
be certain that the Archangel Michael was present among the Heavenly Host protecting the
birth of His Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Gabriel & Mary: An Apprehensive Assignment
Think of yourself as Gabriel’, your wings hovering over Mary’s dwelling place quite some time.
“How am I going to explain all this to a teenage girl, anyway?! She won’t have a clue what I’m
talking about. In fact, I’m not sure I do either. The Son of God born from a peasant teenager?
That’s just unworthy, unrighteous, unthinkable!! And how am I supposed to tell her? First of all,
she’ll be so frightened, she might faint! Then what? I’ve never given mouth to mouth resuscitation
on a human before. Oh heavens, I worry about this one. Gabriel announced his presence very
quietly and carefully, which really didn’t help, because the girl’s eyes
were wide as moon pies and her mouth opened ready to scream. “I
better do this quickly,” Gabe thinks to himself. “Greetings, you who are
highly favored! The Lord is with you. Do not be afraid, Mary, you have
found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son and
you are to give him the name “Jesus”. He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High.” (Luke 1:28)
Mary looked at Gabriel for a long time trying to parcel out each word
he said. All she could muster was, “How can this be since I am a virgin?”
(Luke 1:34) Realizing how ‘out of this world’ all this might sound, Gabriel
now in a fatherly voice said, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High Most will overshadow you….For nothing
is impossible with God.” (Vs.35,37) Gabriel’s tone and choice of words
seemed to calm Mary, “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May
it be to me as you have said.” (Vs:38) On his flight back to the Lord, the winds whistled, but in
actuality, it was the angel, Gabriel breathing a mammoth sigh of relief and muttering, “Sure glad
that’s over with! What’s my next assignment?!”
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Thursday, December 8, 2022

The Davidic Covenant: A Symbol of Love
As we learned earlier, Gabriel’s charge from God was to tell Mary she had been chosen by the
Lord to be the mother of the Son of God. If she were a priest or rabbi, she would understand this
was prophesized some 900 years ago during King David’s reign. The Davidic Covenant refers to
God’s promises to David and Israel through the prophet, Nathan, that a Messiah - Jesus Christ,
would come from the lineage of David and the tribe of Judah. The Messiah would establish a
Kingdom that no enemy could destroy, and one which would endure forever. This Covenant
is called unconditional because it did not require conditions or rules of obedience upon its
fulfillment. The Lord wanted the Covenant to represent the symbol of His love and faithfulness
to David and the people of Israel. The Davidic Covenant follows the Abrahamic and the Mosaic
Covenants, where God promised a home for David, and safety for the Israelites --“wicked people
will no longer oppress them anymore.” (2 Samuel 7:10) The Davidic Covenant of an everlasting
“house” was the sacred predecessor of the final, everlasting Kingdom yet to come from another
son of David, who rode on a donkey through Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. “My Love will never be
taken away from Him as I took it away from Saul….Your house and your Kingdom will endure
forever.” (Samuel 7:15-16)
When you finger through the pages of the Holy Bible, there is a series of locked doors. We
must search for the keys which open them. They are all within the passages and voices of the
Scripture, in intricate puzzles foretold by God before the world was conceived. The Master Plan
was thought out before we were even a whisper in the ear of God. This brings comfort knowing
that there is nothing we need to do but follow. Follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit, who is
sent to guide you safely through all the turbulent times of your life.
Friday, December 9, 2022

The Star of Bethlehem: Go South, Young Men
The Magi in the East saw something quite phenomenal as they peered up into the heavens one
magical night. Did they have knowledge of the ancient prophesies of Daniel or Micah? Or did
they just put two and together and it seemed “supernaturally logical” that this large illuminating
glow just might be the Star of Bethlehem which they had been waiting for so many years. “But
you, Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans
of Judah, out of you will come the One who will be Ruler
over Israel, whose origins are from ancient times. He
will stand and shepherd His flock in the strength of the
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord, His God.”
(Micah 5:2,4) So they hustled on their way and followed
this luminous Orb, alerting them a Jewish King would be
born. Originating from Persia, the “Star” as they called
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it, prompted the Magi to travel to Jerusalem, the capital of Israel. Being from a foreign country,
they might find more clues there about the exact location of the Star, so they could worship the
newborn king. Ironically, the Star appeared only to the Magi in the East, or Persia, which today
is Iran. Even more ironic, when the Jews were under Persian occupation, they were treated well
and allowed to practice their own religion, far different from the enemies they are today.
In Jerusalem, we all know they visited the abominable King Herod, who was blistering after
hearing of this newborn Jewish King and what a threat He would be to his kingdom. So insanely
threatened was Herod, he cross-examined the Magi as to the exact time they saw the Star,
under the guise of worshiping the infant King. Instead, Herod ordered the murdering of all male
infants 2 years or younger. As they left the palace, the Star appeared above them and they were
overjoyed because it them precisely to the house of Joseph, Mary and Jesus. In our traditional
Nativity scenes, we see the Magi, or the Three Kings as they are also called, kneeling in the stable
with their gifts. This is not what likely occurred. We have no Biblical record of when the Star
of Bethlehem appeared to the Magi. It could have been the night Jesus was born or up to two
years later. Hence, the brutal murders of male babies between infancy and two years old was a
profoundly tragic and unnecessary event.
Monday, December 12, 2022

The Star of Bethlehem: Super Nova?
The account of the “Star of Bethlehem” is recorded only in the Book of Matthew, 2:1-12. There is
no Biblical record of anyone else observing the Star, whose origin and topography are unknown.
But scientists and biblical scholars have many theories on the topic. A question arises: Why and
how would the Persian Magi know about the Jewish Messiah and why was this so significant to
them? The Greek word for Magi is “Magos”, but it was also referred to a subclass of Zoroastrian
Persian Priests of the later Persian Empire. They were respected as skilled Astrologers who
attempted to understand the relationship of the powers in the universe to mankind.
The Hebrew word for Magi is “Hakham” meaning a wise or skillful man, often referring to a
great Torah scholar. During the time of Daniel’s exile to Babylonia from Israel to serve King
Nebuchadnezzar, it is most probable that the Magi learned about his Jewish ancestry and his fullfledged faith in the coming Messiah. Serving the King as wise and learned Astrologers, they were
often pitted against Daniel’s successful interpretations of the King’s dreams. So, what exactly
was the “Star of Bethlehem”? The Greek word for star or celestial body is “aster.” The word star
is used 24 times in the New Testament and can also denote angels, whereas “aster” refers to
fallen angels who followed Satan’s rebellion. Many Biblical scholars offer a natural explanation
for the Star of Bethlehem, ranging from a Supernova, a comet or an alignment of planets.
If we look out on a clear, crisp, dark night, at the magnificent, breathtaking expanse of crystal
white heavenly bodies, this Star of Bethlehem would probably seem supernatural, transcendent
and certainly miraculous. Something we will probably not have the favor to observe in our
lifetime. Yet, there is significant evidence to suggest the Star of Bethlehem was not a natural
stellar phenomenon, but something science cannot explain……
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Tuesday, December 13, 2022

The Shekinah Glory
There is evidence to suggest the Star of Bethlehem was not a natural astral occurrence. In
today’s world, this is an antithesis of everything the world of science is all about. Atheists and
unbelieving scientists work their whole lives to explain and justify every celestial and supernatural
phenomenon. But there are some things that defy nature and science. Isn’t that what faith
is all about? Why is faith and belief in a wise and loving Creator so hard for some people to
believe? Even miracles are pushed aside as “flukes” or strange
occurrences. It is interesting to note, that the Star of Bethlehem
appeared only to the Magi, which says it was no ordinary star.
And because of the earth rotation, celestial bodies normally move
from east to west, yet the Star of Bethlehem led the Magi from
Jerusalem south to Bethlehem. And it also led them after their
visit with Herod, directly to the place where the little holy family
was staying, stopping directly overhead. Matthew 2:9. No natural
stellar body would possibly do that. So, if the normal usage of the
word “star” doesn’t fit with this story, what possibly could? The
Star of Bethlehem, as stated in Matthew 2:1-12 was likely the
embodiment of the “Shekinah Glory”, which literally means the
“Dwelling Place of God”. It represented the visible presence of God,
in a veiled form. In Hebrew, the term means “He caused to dwell” or the Divine presence of God
on the earth. The phrase Shekinah Glory is not found in the translations of modern Bibles, but
its description is. The first Shekinah Glory was the fire and the burning bush Moses saw in the
desert while tending his sheep. (Exodus 3). Later, after the Israelites left the shackles of slavery
in Egypt, It appeared as a pillar of cloud that let them escape by day and by night the pillar of fire
illuminated their way. “Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire at night left its place
on front of the people.” (Exodus 13:21-22) The Lord never leaves His people alone or forsaken
and through the Shekinah Glory, He is able to do this.
Wednesday, December 14, 2022

The ‘Not So Lowly’ Shepherds
“And there were Shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping watch
over their flocks by night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and
they were sore afraid. But the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. I
bring you good tidings of great Joy for all people. Today in the
town of David, a Messiah has been born to you; He is Christ,
the Lord.’” (Luke 2:8-10)
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Why Shepherds? They weren’t the most exemplary folks around town. In fact, many of them were
children, usually the youngest in the family and they shepherded until they were old enough to
do manual labor. But they had important jobs, nonetheless. Sheep were a vital commodity. The
people depended on the sheep for food, clothing and sheepskin. They had to be well nourished,
or they could not provide these essential items. So, the task of the Shepherd was to find good
pastures and fresh streams of water, and to protect the sheep from predators or marauders.
David, Abel, Moses, Amos and even Zechariah were shepherds, and in David’s beloved Psalm 23,
He credits: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He leads me beside still waters.” Sheep
will not drink if the streams of water are moving because they are afraid. But if the streams are
still, they can drink and be nourished. In the New Testament humans are often described as the
sheep Jesus tends and protects. As the sheep drink in the still waters, we are also baptized in the
still waters of our baptism. Jesus is our Good Shepherd, and the Shepherds in the Nativity story
were anxious to locate and follow their Good and Loving Shepherd. Psalm 23 describes perfectly
the care the Good Shepherd takes to “restore my soul, guide me in the paths of righteousness.”
And when we walk in darkness and danger, we “will fear no evil, for thou are with me.” Jesus
comforts us when we are afraid and in sorrow. He bestows bountiful blessings upon us all of our
lives, so much so that “Our cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life and I shall dwell in the House of the Lord forever.” The young, frightened sheep
found their Messiah, their Good Shepherd in a tiny little town called Bethlehem five miles south
of Jerusalem. Bethlehem means “House of Bread”. The key ingredients man needs to survive are
bread and water. Jesus gives us both.
Thursday, December 15, 2022

Joseph – The Forgotten Father
Poor Joseph. Talk about being caught between a rock and a hard place. Joseph, like Samson in his
day, had both arms outstretched holding up earthly pillars of pride and reputation, and the pillar
of faith and obedience to Yahweh, His Lord. Most Americans would take stands for both sides
of the dilemma. We like to champion injustice for the little guy,
the one who didn’t get all the breaks. We can understand where
Joseph is coming from. Betrothed to the woman he loves, or thinks
he loves, until he finds out she is already with child, and not his
child. Then she comes up with this out of this world story about
being united with the Holy Spirit? Who is the Holy Spirit? And she’s
conceiving the Son of God? She must be possessed by demons. And
if word got out, she would be either stoned or sainted. “But wait a
minute,” Joseph thought, “I’ve known Mary for quite a while. She
would never come up with such a story….unless it is true!” “This is
how the birth of Jesus came about: His mother Mary was pledged
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 1:18)
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Joseph was a man well known and respected in his community for righteousness, honesty and
faith. He could have occupied the position of an elder, deacon or Bible study teacher. Joseph
wanted to do the right thing and honor God, but this was a huge fork in the road. Something
he had never faced before. And God was asking him to take a giant leap of faith knowing only
a minimal portion of the holy story. Has the Lord ever asked you to take a giant leap of faith
especially when details were obscure or even unknown? How did this work out? Fortunately,
Yahweh understood Joseph’s hesitation and sent someone to favor the odds. An angel of the
Lord (Gabriel) appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because He will save his people from
their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21) Because Joseph obeyed, he changed the world. He could now
breathe easy resting in the knowledge that he had done what was right in the eyes of God. But
rest was not in the heavenly cards for Joseph. Herod had other plans. Doing the right can often
be dangerous as we will see.
Friday, December 16, 2022

The Flight to Egypt
Just before the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, things became a dicey for the little holy family. “In
those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. And everyone went to his own town to register. So, Joseph went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem, the town of David, because he belonged to the house
and line of David.” (Luke 2:1-4) Interesting that God would choose someone from the lineage of
David to play the important role of Jesus’ earthly father. David, Joseph, Jesus -- all beloved in the
eyes of the Lord. Meanwhile, King Herod the Great was becoming increasingly agitated after he
learned of the holy infant King born in Bethlehem. He worried this “Messiah King” would come
to usurp his power and he would lose his throne. Herod considered
Jesus to be a political opponent and he would do anything to prevent
such an overthrow. Once again, “an angel of the Lord came to Joseph in
a dream. “Get up, he said, take the child and his mother and escape to
Egypt, for Herod is going to search for the child and kill him.” (Matthew
2:13-14)
Surely Joseph must have felt like a fugitive, fleeing from the law and the
governments trying to murder his Son. Obviously, he never expected
such treachery and danger as the Corporeal Father to Jesus. But this
was only the beginning for Jesus who had entered the world as a God
and would forever be treated and viewed as an enemy and a criminal.
“He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His
appearance that we should desire Him. He was despised and rejected by
men, a man of sorrows.” (Isaiah 53:2-3.) Wouldn’t it be so wonderful to have your own personal
angel to warn you of upcoming danger or tragedy? Thank God our Father for sending Gabriel to
warn Joseph and in his act of obedience, save our world.
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Monday, December 19, 2022

Joseph, the Most Famous Stepfather of All Time
It would seem to many that Joseph deserved more recognition as Jesus’ Corporeal Father, and
for his love, loyalty and protection of Mary and Jesus. He was a humble, kind and self-sacrificing
man who cared deeply about obeying his Lord. “He was faithful to the law.” (Matthew 1:19) Each
time Gabriel came with instructions, Joseph immediately obeyed and saved his family’s life in
every situation. But after the return to Galilee, Joseph’s name was never mentioned again. Joseph
came from solid stock. His lineage traces back to King David He was born circa 180 B.C. and died
circa 1 A.D., likely before the Ministry of Jesus and His Crucifixion. He was never mentioned in
any of Jesus’ ministry work or life. Like many of the Lord’s crucial servants who never saw the
fruits of their efforts, Joseph never witnessed his Son as the Savior of the World. But many
millenniums later in 1870, Joseph was declared Patron of the
Universal Church by Pope Pius IX. Later he was made Patron
Saint of Canada, Mexico and Belgium. And in 1955, Pope Pius XII
established May 1, as the “Feast of Saint Joseph, the Worker”.
Thus, Joseph was recognized and immortalized by the church
after his death, as so many of the great saints. Sadly, so much
of their character and righteousness was hidden from the eyes
of the people during their life on earth. But we can assume that
Joseph and Mary were and are reunited in Heaven, basking in
the Glory of the Holiness of their perfect Son, Jesus Christ.
Tuesday, December 20, 2022

The Inn Keeper: I Turned Them Away
“The sound of trumpets and harps and bells woke me. I leapt out of my bed, frightened and
trembling. What had just happened? Was a fierce and foreign army coming to attack and
pillage? Was the world ending? I peered through a slit in the dusty curtain and saw the stable
reflecting light so brilliant I couldn’t see clearly. Are there marauders and thieves trying to steal
the livestock? There’s a ruckus out there. But no, wait, it’s a man and a woman and a baby lying
in the sheep’s trough. Ever since I sent them away, my mind has been disturbed and troubled. I
must be seeing visions! Suddenly, the clear dark sky grew brighter and
dazzling, like the sun was shining over the darkness. I could hardly keep
my eyes open. Then thousands upon thousands of angels appeared
above the stable performing a symphony. But for Who?! The sky was
captured by thunder and bolts of lightning came out of nowhere. I
was terrified. Yet I couldn’t take my eyes off the entire celestial scene.
Something well beyond my simple understanding was going on. But
what? Then it dawned on me. The prophesies, the prayers, the priests
always proclaiming the Messiah was coming….But I didn’t know it was
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‘Him’! If I had known, I would surely not have turned them away! What have I done? There were
no signs! I didn’t know! I let the Son of God sleep with the sheep and the pigs!” But the frantic
and forlorn Inn Keeper was there just at the right time… “She will give birth to a son, and you
are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)
Wednesday, December 21, 2022

Simeon
Have you ever asked God for something in your life that you really weren’t sure He would grant
you? Perhaps you didn’t even pray for it, but it was so deeply inscribed upon your heart you
thought, “Oh, this will never happen, it’s impossible.” Simeon is a role model of trust and patience
for us all. He was a devout and righteous man in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus’ birth. Like
many Israelites, Simeon believed a Messiah would appear to save the Jews. This was called the
“Consolation of Israel” Luke 2:25. The concept of Consolation meant that God would rescue and
comfort the Jews as He had done during their Egyptian captivity. Simeon was a true believer, his
faith in the promises of God shot like a rocket ship straight up to Heaven. “It had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.” (Luke 2:26) So,
Simeon waited. The clock ticked by the years of his life and his body aged like grapes on the vine.
And still, no Messiah. How long, Lord? How long must I wait?
We’ve all asked that question. Yet the Lord’s reply is always
a mystery to us. He grants our prayers, dreams and wishes
according to His divine plan and timing, but always when it is
most beneficial in the providence of our lives. And the Holy
Spirit will reveal the answer to us, just as He did to Simeon,
when he immediately recognized the Infant King Jesus in the
temple. He had been granted finally, the wish he treasured
most in his heart for all these years. “Sovereign Lord, as
You have promised, You may now dismiss your servant in
peace. For my eyes have seen Your Salvation, which You have
prepared in the sight of all nations: a Light for revelations
to the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel.” (Luke
2:29-32) Dear Lord, we are assured of Your promises and the
granting of our prayers. Give us patience to trust and to wait
for Your perfect reply.
Thursday, December 22, 2022

John the Baptist: Holy Womb to Holy Water
It would seem as though the whole story of the child born to Zechariah and Elizabeth was a
miracle in the making. The angel Gabriel came to Zechariah, a Levitical priest, and announced
his wife, Elizabeth, though barren and well into her years, would conceive a boy and he was to
be named ‘John’. John was especially chosen by God to reestablish and encourage the Jewish
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people to return to the Lord their God, and worship Him once again. John’s coming was foretold
over 7oo years earlier, before the 4oo Years of Silence, by the great prophet Isaiah: “A Voice
of One calling: In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a
highway for our God….And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all
mankind will see it. For the Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 40:3-5) John was
truly a miracle from God in so many ways. From his birth John knew he
was sent by God, he waited in the Holy Waters of the womb, until he
grew to become a Holy man in the Waters of Holy Baptism. Filled with
the Holy Spirit, John found his way into the wilderness. His was unusual
with an exotic charisma many deeply spiritual men inherently portray. He
lived in the desert wearing only a camel hair loin cloth, and his diet of
honey and locusts wasn’t something one could find at the corner deli. His
voice was deep and commanding, and He railed against the corruption of
the Jewish society, urging repentance. John’s first public appearance was
around A.D. 26 in the desert of Judea. People were drawn to John, and
“came from Jerusalem and all of Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins,
they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.” (Matthew 3: 5-6) Soon he became known just as
“The Baptist.” Through his dramatic preaching and zealous baptizing, John brought hundreds of
people into the kingdom of God. But how long would he be able to baptize more converts into
the faith when the Pharisees and Sadducees were plotting murderously against him?
Friday, December 23, 2022

John the Baptist and Jesus:
Taking a Back Seat to the Savior
John and Jesus were related through linage and there was a strong loyalty
between them. John was the human holy spirit who paved the way for
his cousin, Jesus the Messiah and his ministry. John also knew that Jesus
was truly the Son of God sent to save the world. “Look the Lamb of God
of God, who takes away the sin of the world…I would not have known Him
but the One who sent me to baptize with water told me. He will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.” (John 1:29, 33) Thus, John humbled himself before
Jesus. And in the same manner, Jesus loved and respected John, He understood John might
be feeling. He knew that his power and work on earth would be waning, and Jesus would be
gaining. Soon things became more difficult for John the Baptist. As He became more popular, and
notoriety followed him, people in positions of power, namely King Herod and the High Priests,
began to get nervous. They worried John might be the real Messiah and he would take over their
power and control the people. Oddly, “Herod was intrigued by John and liked to listen to him. He
feared him and protected him, knowing John was a righteous and holy man.” (Mark 6:20) John’s
nature and appearance seemed akin to the disturbing, bearded men we’ve seen on a city corner,
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somewhat scary in their howling, threatening voice demanding, “Repent or Hell will find you!”
Or perhaps, one not yelling but holding a dirty sign asking for food? How can we determine who
is the sinner and who is the saint? Only Jesus knows the answer to these questions, but we can
still ask, “What would Jesus do?”
John eventually came to his horrible demise through Herod’s equally evil wife, Herodias, but
He knew his mission and he knew the Truth. “After me will come One who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”
(Matthew 3:7 b, 11) John’s faith and holiness made him fearless in the face of his enemies and
he willingly gave the spotlight to Jesus, saying, “He must become greater; I must become less.”
(John 3:30)
Saturday, December 24, 2022

The Holy Child

It was one transcendent, miraculous night hidden from most of the world in those days. It was a
dark and lonely slope in the desert sand. It was quiet, except for the gentle night breeze causing
the donkey to bey and Mary to take a breath. She was burdened with the pains of childbirth
from a divine child she didn’t know or understand. Yet, she said, “I am the Lord’s servant. May
it be to me as you have said.“ (Luke 1:38) The Son of God was born in a mangy stable and the
world turned upside down. There would never be a world without this Divine Child again. The
sky lit up, the angel’s crescendo became a feverish pitch, then exploded into a symphony the
like of which the world would never hear or know. The sky was a waterfall of shooting stars and
thunder could be heard for miles around. The Shekinah Glory laid down on earth in the form of
a baby named Jesus, who would save mankind from destruction and death. Jesus brought divine
love and compassion to a world who knew nothing of it. As for Jesus, the Infant King, the longawaited Messiah, our Savior, our Benefactor, our Hope, our Truth, our Friend, our Bride, our
Interceder, our Breath had finally come down into this dark world to become the Light. Like the
Shekinah Glory, His Presence was finally with us. Without Him, we would be living “in the Valley
of the Shadow of Death.” (Psalm 23:4) Oh, Holy Child, Oh, Holy Night, God sent His very Own
Miracle. A Holy Star to guide our way through life. Oh, Little Child of Bethlehem.

This booklet was written by our very own member, Marilyn Staargaard.
Thank you for your time and wisdom.
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