
 



Evidence for the Death and Resurrection 
March 29, 2023 

Theme: Thomas the Doubter,  
James the Family Skeptic, and Saul the Persecutor 

 
As We Gather 
This lent we will be talking about the evidence that helps prove the 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We will use outside 
accounts written by non-Biblical characters and what the Apostolic 
Church Fathers wrote about this Easter event. We will also use 
Scripture and the process of “inference to the best explanation”, this 
is a procedure of choosing the hypothesis or theory that best explains 
the available data. What I mean: we ought to accept an event as 
historical if it gives the best explanation for the evidence surrounding 
it.  
 

Prelude   
 

(1:00) Steve SeGraves 
 

(7:00) Rick Helderop 
 

Opening Hymn 159  Go to Dark Gethsemane 
 

1. Go to dark Gethsemane, Ye that feel the tempter’s pow’r; 
 Your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with Him one bitter hour; 
 Turn not from His griefs away, learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

2. Follow to the judgment hall; view the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul 
sustained! 

 Shun not suff’ring, shame or loss; learn of Him to bear the cross. 



3. Early hasten to the tomb, where they laid His breathless clay; 
 All is solitude and gloom, who hath taken Him away? 
 Christ is risen! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise. 
 
Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:Amen. 
 

Children’s Message - 7:00pm 
 

Prophecy and Fulfillment 
 

They pierced His hands and His feet 
P: Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce my 

hands and my feet. Psalm 22:16 
C:Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the 

soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he 
went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two others 
— one on each side and Jesus in the middle. John 19:16-18 

P: “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” John 20:27 

 

Was to arise from the dead 
P: Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also 

will rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the realm of 
the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see decay. Psalm 16:9-
10 

C:They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to 
rise from the dead. John 20:9 



“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” 
P:My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far 

from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? Psalm 22:1   
C:About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?”). Matthew 27:46   

 

The Resurrection predicted 
P: As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face; when I awake, 

I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. Psalm 17:15   
C:He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, 

while he was still with you in Galilee. Luke 24:6   
 

The Last Prophecy About Jesus’ Death from the High Priest 
P: Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, 

spoke up, “You know nothing at all! You do not realize that it is 
better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole 
nation perish.” John 11:49-50 

C:He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and 
not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of 
God, to bring them together and make them one. So from that 
day on they plotted to take his life. John 11:51-53 

 
Hymn of the Day 171 Upon the Cross Extended 
 

1. Upon the cross extended, see, world, thy Lord suspended. 
 Thy Savior yields His breath. The Prince of Life from heaven 
 Himself hath freely given to shame and blows and bitter death. 
 



2. Come hither now and ponder, ‘Twill fill thy soul with wonder, 
Blood streams from every pore. Through grief whose depth none 
knoweth, 

 From His great heart there floweth sigh after sigh of anguish o’er. 
 

3. Who is it that hath bruised Thee? Who hath so sore abused Thee 
 And caused Thee all Thy woe? While we must make confession 
 Of sin and dire transgression, Thou deeds of evil dost not know. 
 

Meditation Bonnie L. Brooks, soprano 
 

Sermon  
“Thomas the Doubter, James the Family Skeptic,  

and Saul the Persecutor” 
Rev. Randall J. Schlak 

 

Offering - 7:00 (1:00 offerings will be received at the door) 
At this time, please take a moment to record your attendance here 

with us today. Instructions are on the back page. 
 

Voluntary    God So Loved the World (John 3:16-17) - John Stainer 
James Rose Jr., bass and Bonnie L. Brooks, soprano 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day 
our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.   



Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with 
favor and give you peace. 

C:Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 172 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
 

1. O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed 
down, 

 Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown. 
 O sacred Head, what glory, what bliss, till now was Thine! 
 Yet, tho’ despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
  

2. Men mock and taunt and jeer Thee, Thou noble countenance, 
 Tho’ mighty worlds shall fear Thee and flee before Thy glance. 
 How art Thou pale with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn! 
 How doth Thy visage languish that once was bright as morn! 
  

3. Now from Thy cheeks has vanished their color, once so fair; 
 From Thy red lips is banished the splendor that was there. 
 Grim Death, with cruel rigor, hath robbed Thee of Thy life; 
 Thus Thou hast lost Thy vigor, Thy strength, in this sad strife. 
 
Postlude 
 
(1:00) Steve SeGraves 
 
(7:00) Rick Helderop 

 
 



Thanks and appreciation to: 
James Rose Jr., Bonnie L. Brooks  

for providing special music at the services. 
 

Ushers 
1:00 - Bob Stewart 

7:00 - Mike Grattan, captain; Andrew Tafel, Bob Smith,  
Bryan Grattan, Eric Rolf, Rick McDonald, Ron Lalone 

 

Altar Guild 
Barb Grattan, Karen Rose, Sara Amos, Jennifer Dobring,  

Robin Swift, Carole Citron, Polly Millichamp 
 

Audio/Video Operators 
7:00 - Jim Wingo and David Hardoin 

 

Our Lenten Meal Preparers: 
Lunch: Robin Swift, Karen Rose, and Karen Pridmore 

Supper: Michele Margosian and Jon Duff 
 

Please take a moment to record your attendance here with us today. 
There are two simple ways to do this: 
 

1. Scan the QR code and fill out the online attendance form.  
2. Use the worship card folder found in your pew. (Take 

note that one side of the card is for visitors and the 
other for members.) Place your finished card in the 
left-hand sleeve and pass the entire folder to the person 
next to you.  

 

Rev. Randall J. Schlak, Senior Pastor 
James Greenwalt, Vicar 



 


