I AM STATEMENTS
March 9, 2022
Theme: I Am The Bread of Life
As We Gather
“I Yam What I Yam” said Popeye the sailor man. It was a way to identify who
he was, a sailor man. This Lent our theme will be the great I Am statements
of Jesus. Like Popeye, He was identifying who and what He was about. When
Jesus says “I Am” He is claiming to be God, and so He is.
Prelude
Opening Hymn 171

Steve SeGraves
Upon the Cross Extended

1. Upon the cross extended, see, world, thy Lord suspended.
Thy Savior yields His breath. The Prince of Life from heaven
Himself hath freely given to shame and blows and bitter death.
2. Come hither now and ponder, ‘Twill fill thy soul with wonder,
Blood streams from every pore. Through grief whose depth none
knoweth,
From His great heart there floweth sigh after sigh of anguish o’er.
3. Who is it that hath bruised Thee? Who hath so sore abused Thee
And caused Thee all Thy woe? While we must make confession
Of sin and dire transgression, Thou deeds of evil dost not know.
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Responsive Reading
P: We lay before the cross today the nails with which we pierced the hands
and feet of God’s Son. Nails are usually used for construction. We used
these nails, however, for destruction. They forever symbolize our attempt
to destroy God’s true temple.
C: Lord Jesus, have mercy upon us. Forgive us for our violent rejection
of Your truth. Help us say “No” to destroying one another. Help us
say “Yes” to the cross.
P: The nail-scars on Christ’s hands and feet remind us of a Suffering Servant
who brought redemption through His obedience unto death, even death on
a cross. He let us fasten Him to a cross, that we might never be separated
from His love.
C: Lord Jesus, have mercy upon us. We cannot grasp Your love that
suffers for us. We often fail to love like that; we turn from the suffering
of others. Help us say “No” to our self-centered nature. Help us say
“Yes” to the cross.
P: With nails we implemented our condemnation of Our Lord. They remind us
of our bent to condemnation, our frequent inability to forgive ourselves and
to extend forgiveness to others.
C: Lord Jesus, you have had mercy on us! There is now no
condemnation, for You, our God, are for us. We cannot lose Your love.
Help us say “No” to our condemnation of others. Help us say “Yes”
to the cross.
P: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Give us Your grace in our
self-centeredness. Help us take up our cross and spend ourselves on a life
that cannot be taken away. We thank You that nothing can separate us
from Your love. Transform us by that love, we pray. Amen.
Children’s Message - 7 PM

Exodus 16:8-12(NIV)
Old Testament Lesson
Moses also said, “You will know that it was the Lord when he gives you meat
to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because he
has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling
against us, but against the Lord.” Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire
Israelite community, ‘Come before the Lord, for he has heard your
grumbling.’” While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they
looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the Lord appearing in
the cloud. The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the
Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will
be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.’”
John 6:25-35(NIV)
Gospel Lesson
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi,
when did you get here?” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking
for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the
loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God
the Father has placed his seal of approval.” Then they asked him, “What must
we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God is
this: to believe in the one he has sent.” So they asked him, “What sign then
will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them
bread from heaven to eat.’” Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not
Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who
gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” “Sir,” they said, “always
give us this bread.” Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.”

Hymn of the Day

I Am the Bread of Life

1. I am the bread of life. You who come to Me shall not hunger;
And who believe in Me shall not thirst.
No one can come to Me, unless the Father beckons.
Refrain:
And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up.
And I will raise you up on the last day.
2. The bread that I will give, is My flesh for the life of the world,
And if you eat of this bread, you shall live forever,
You shall live forever. Refrain
3. Unless you eat, of the flesh of the Son of Man,
And drink of His blood, and drink of His blood,
You shall not have life within you. Refrain
Sermon

John 6:25-35
“I Am The Bread of Life”
Vicar James Greenwalt

Voluntary
(1:00pm)

Why Should He Love Me So? – Harkness
Alison Ristovski

(7:00pm)

Holy, Holy, Holy – Dykes/Heber
Jill Bloom, flute

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn 151

Christ, the Life of All the Living

1. Christ the Life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving to the darkest depths of woe, Thro’ Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit:
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
2. Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver from the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
3. Thou hast born the smiting only that my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, rest to give my weary soul;
Yea, the curse of God enduring, blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Postlude

Steve SeGraves
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