
 



Evidence for the Death and Resurrection 
March 15, 2023 

Theme: Empty Tomb 
 

As We Gather 
This lent we will be talking about the evidence that helps prove the 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We will use outside 
accounts written by non-Biblical characters and what the Apostolic 
Church Fathers wrote about this Easter event. We will also use 
Scripture and the process of “inference to the best explanation”, this 
is a procedure of choosing the hypothesis or theory that best explains 
the available data. What I mean: we ought to accept an event as 
historical if it gives the best explanation for the evidence surrounding 
it.  
 
Prelude 
(1:00) Clarinet Trio 
 
(7:00) Steve SeGraves 
 
 
Opening Hymn 143  O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken 
 
1. O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 
 That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 
 Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, -- 
 What dark transgression? 
 
 



2. They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 
 With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 
 They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 
 They crucify Thee. 
 
3. Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 
 It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 
 Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 
 This I do merit. 
 
Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:Amen. 
 
Children’s Message - 7:00pm 
 
Prophecy and Fulfillment 

 
Numbered with the transgressors 

P: Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will 
divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life 
unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore 
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
Isaiah 53:12c 

C:They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one 
on his left. Mark 15:27–28 

 
 
 



Buried in a rich man’s grave 
P: He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 

death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth. Isaiah 53:9a   

C: As evening approached, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a 
disciple of Jesus. Matthew 27:57 

 
Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver 

P: I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.” 
So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said to me, 
“Throw it to the potter”—the handsome price at which they valued 
me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them to the potter 
at the house of the Lord. Zechariah 11:12–13a  

C:Then one of the Twelve — the one called Judas Iscariot — 
went to the chief priests and asked, “What are you willing to 
give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for 
him thirty pieces of silver. Matthew 26:14–15  

 
They seek His death 

P: Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 
Roaring lions that tear their prey open their mouths wide against 
me. Psalm 22:12-13   

C:As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they 
shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” But Pilate answered, “You take 
him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge 
against him.” John 19:6   

 
 



Hymn of the Day Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 
1. Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy 

grace; 
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues 

above; 
 Praise His name - I’m fixed upon it; name of God’s redeeming 

love. 
 

2. Hither to Thy love has blest me; Thou hast bro’t me to this place; 
 And I know Thy hand will bring me, safely home by Thy good 

grace. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of 

God; 
 He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with His precious 

blood. 
 

3. O to grace how great a debtor, daily I’m constrained to be! 
 Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee; 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above.  
 
Sermon  

“Empty Tomb” 
Rev. Randall J. Schlak 

 
Offering - 7:00 (1:00 offerings will be received at the door) 
At this time, please take a moment to record your attendance here 

with us today. Instructions are on the back page. 



Voluntary   
 
(1:00) What a Friend We Have in Jesus - Scriven/Converse 

Clarinet Trio; Kerry Mills, Andrea Anderson, Mike Lapinski 
 
(7:00) Arise, For Thy Light is Come – MacDermid 

Joel Mapes 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day 
our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.   
 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with 
favor and give you peace. 

C:Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn Children of the Heavenly Father 
 

1. Children of the heav’nly Father safely in His bosom gather; 
 Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

2. God His own doth tend and nourish, in His holy courts they 
flourish; 



 From all evil things He spares them, in His mighty arms He bears 
them. 

 

3. Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord His children sever; 
 Unto them His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He 

knoweth. 
 

Postlude  
(1:00) Clarinet Trio 
 

(7:00) Steve SeGraves 
 

Thanks and appreciation to: 
Kerry Mills, Andrea Anderson, Mike Lapinski, and Joel Mapes  

for providing special music at the services. 
 

Acolyte 
7:00 - Owen Lagoe 

 

Ushers 
1:00 - Bob Stewart 

7:00 - Ken Baetz, captain; Bill Leahy, Bruce Helmke,  
Cliff Clark, Paul Chesna, Ray Dobring, Tom Boyce 

 

Altar Guild 
Barb Grattan, Karen Rose, Sara Amos,  

Jennifer Dobring, Robin Swift, Carole Citron, Polly Millichamp 
 

Audio/Video Operators 
7:00 - Greg Merryman and David Kiehle 

 

Our Lenten Meal Preparers: 
Lunch: Positive Parenting 

Supper: Michele Margosian 



Please take a moment to record your attendance here with us 
today. There are two simple ways to do this: 
 

1. Scan the QR code and fill out the online attendance form.  
2. Use the worship card folder found in your pew. (Take 

note that one side of the card is for visitors and the 
other for members.) Place your finished card in the left-hand 
sleeve and pass the entire folder to the person next to you.  

 

Rev. Randall J. Schlak, Senior Pastor 
James Greenwalt, Vicar 

 


