
 



Evidence for the Death and Resurrection 
March 8, 2023 

Theme: Anticipated Expected Events 
 

As We Gather 
This lent we will be talking about the evidence that helps prove the 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We will use outside 
accounts written by non-Biblical characters and what the Apostolic 
Church Fathers wrote about this Easter event. We will also use 
Scripture and the process of “inference to the best explanation”, this 
is a procedure of choosing the hypothesis or theory that best explains 
the available data. What I mean: we ought to accept an event as 
historical if it gives the best explanation for the evidence surrounding 
it.  
 

Prelude   
 
(1:00) Steve SeGraves 
 
(7:00) Rick Helderop 
 
Opening Hymn 171 Upon the Cross Extended 
 

1. Upon the cross extended, see, world, thy Lord suspended. 
 Thy Savior yields His breath. The Prince of Life from heaven 
 Himself hath freely given to shame and blows and bitter death. 
 

2. Come hither now and ponder, ‘Twill fill thy soul with wonder, 
 Blood streams from every pore. Through grief whose depth none 

knoweth, 
 From His great heart there floweth sigh after sigh of anguish o’er. 



3. Who is it that hath bruised Thee? Who hath so sore abused Thee 
 And caused Thee all Thy woe? While we must make confession 
 Of sin and dire transgression, Thou deeds of evil dost not know. 
 

Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:Amen. 
 

Children’s Message - 7:00pm 
 

Prophecy and Fulfillment 
 

Cursed is he that hangs on a tree 
P: You must not leave the body hanging on the pole overnight. Be 

sure to bury it that same day, because anyone who is hung on a 
pole is under God’s curse. Deuteronomy 21:23 

C: Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the 
soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he 
went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two others 
— one on each side and Jesus in the middle. John 19:16–18 

 

The serpent on a pole Christ lifted up 
P: So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then 

when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze 
snake, they lived. Numbers 21:9 

C:Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the 
Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may 
have eternal life in him. For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 



into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son. John 3:14–18 

P: And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself. John 12:32 

 

They shoot out the lip and shake the head 
P: All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 

Psalm 22:7   
C:Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their 

heads and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the 
cross, if you are the Son of God!” In the same way the chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 
“He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s 
the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, 
and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue 
him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also 
heaped insults on him. Matthew 27:39-44   

 
Hymn of the Day 140 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
 
1. Jesus, I will ponder now, on Thy holy Passion; 
 With Thy Spirit me endow, for such meditation. 
 Grant that I in love and faith, may the image cherish, 
 Of Thy suff’ring, pain, and death, that I may not perish. 



2. Make me see Thy great distress, anguish, and affliction, 
 Bonds and stripes and wretchedness, and Thy crucifixion; 
 Make me see how scourge and rod, spear and nails, did wound 

Thee, 
 How for man Thou diedst, O God, who with thorns had crowned 

Thee. 
 

3. Yet, O Lord, not thus alone, make me see Thy Passion, 
 But its cause to me make known, and its termination. 
 Ah! I also and my sin, wrought Thy deep affliction; 
 This indeed the cause hath been, of Thy crucifixion. 
 

Sermon  
“Anticipated Expected Events” 

Rev. Randall J. Schlak 
 

Offering - 7:00 (1:00 offerings will be received at the door) 
At this time, please take a moment to record your attendance here 

with us today. Instructions are on the back page. 
 

Voluntary  Were You There - H.T. Burleigh 
Steve SeGraves (1:00pm) / Max Trombley (7:00pm) 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day 
our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.   



Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with 
favor and give you peace. 

C:Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn This Little Light of Mine 
 

Verse 1 
This little Light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little Light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little Light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Verse 2 
Don’t let satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine 
Don’t let satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine 
Don’t let satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Verse 3 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Verse 4 
Shine all over the world, I’m gonna let it shine 
Shine all over the world, I’m gonna let it shine 
Shine all over the world, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 



Ending 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Postlude 
 

(1:00) Steve SeGraves 
 

(7:00) Rick Helderop 
 

Thanks and appreciation to Steve SeGraves and Max Trombley 
for providing special music at the services. 

 
Acolyte 

7:00 - Giasella Lucas 
 

Ushers 
1:00 - Bob Stewart 

7:00 - Keith Lewis, captain; Andrew Farah,  
Arnie Glesmann, John Wagnitz, Dave Peterson, Rick Russ 

 
Altar Guild 

Barb Grattan, Karen Rose, Sara Amos,  
Jennifer Dobring, Robin Swift, Carole Citron, Polly Millichamp 

 
Audio/Video Operators 

7:00 - Jim Endress and David Hardoin 
 

Our Lenten Meal Preparers: 
Lunch: Karen Pridmore, Theresa Schulz,  

Robin Swift, Leslie Whitfield 
Supper: Kiehle/Ostrander Bible Study 



Please take a moment to record your attendance here with us today. 
There are two simple ways to do this: 
 

1. Scan the QR code and fill out the online attendance form.  
2. Use the worship card folder found in your pew. (Take 

note that one side of the card is for visitors and the 
other for members.) Place your finished card in the left-hand 
sleeve and pass the entire folder to the person next to you.  

 

Rev. Randall J. Schlak, Senior Pastor 
James Greenwalt, Vicar 

 

 


