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Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  Psalm 119:105
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Happy New Year!!!Happy New Year!!!
New Years is about new beginnings.  A new opportunity to 
change our ways and try to improve our lives.  January is all 
about new beginnings.  Why do we think this way?

January is the first month of the year and contains 31 days.  
The name itself comes from the ancient Roman  false god 
called Janus.  Janus was a god of doorways, new beginnings, 
and the rising and setting of the sun.  It is where we get the word janitor, referring 
to a door attendant or porter before evolving into the word custodian.

Janus is not a god of new beginnings because he does not exist!  Our God, on the 
other hand is truly a God of new beginnings.  Listen to the words of Isaiah: “Forget 
the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing! Now 
it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.” Is. 43:18-19

In order to have a new beginning God would have us let go of things of the past.  
He wants us to walk into a new beginning without hindrance and baggage.  Paul 
tells us: “forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead”. 
Philipians 3:13

What is it that we need to change, to let go of and embrace the new through God?  
What could it be? A sin that haunts you?  Guilt?  Or is it a behavior that keeps you 
from being the person you want to become?  Is it regret?  Remember, you can’t 
change the past, only the future.

Embrace a new beginning.  Take time to reflect. Meditate upon some scripture.  
Pray for a new beginning.  The Word says that we are to “cast our burdens onto 
Jesus for He cares for us”  1 Peter 5:7.  If we don’t, we continue to live in the past 
and cannot embrace the new. 

Happy New Year! P.S. My New Year goal is to attend 
church every Sunday!  But wait! I do! 
Not a bad goal for each of us!
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Phone: 248-644-4010 
e-mail: redeemer@redeemerbirmingham.org
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to bring the love of Jesus to others.
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Worship Schedule
Sundays - 8:00am (Chapel), 9:00, **10:30am (Sanctuary)

Mondays - 7:00pm (Chapel)
 ** Livestreamed service

Communion Schedule
1st & 3rd Sundays - Sunday 9:00am and 10:30am 

2nd, 4th & 5th Sun./Mon. - Sun. 8:00am; Mon. 7:00pm 

Stewardship Report
Month: Oct. 2022 Oct. 2021
Weekly Attendance Averages  
Worship 438 315
Bible Class 145 139
Sunday School 26 20
   

Monthly Attendance Totals  
Communion 459 504
Visitors 20 N/A

Income and Expenses  
Month:  November 2022 2021
Income received $151,694 $141,811
Budget requirements $166,909 $166,063
General fund expenses $188,541 $161,488
YTD Fiscal-year income $540,153 $532,948
YTD Fiscal-year expenses $497,444 $472,176

Stewardship Thought

YOUR YEAR FOR GENEROSITY
“You will be enriched in every way for your great 

generosity!” -2 Corinthians 9:11

As you make resolutions and set goals for the New 
Year, be sure to include this one: “I will be more 
generous in 2023.” It will bless you – and your 
community and neighbor!

The Bible makes clear that generosity leads to a more 
abundant life. Generous people experience one 
of those paradoxes of the Kingdom of God, where 
the last are first, the greatest is servant to all, and 
whoever loses their life for Christ will gain it.  The 
paradox? Generous people get back far more than 
they give. 

First, a clarification: The paradox is NOT a financial 
strategy to maximize return on investment. That 
would be missing the point. Besides, there are more 
important things to give than money, such as time, 
service, kindness, forgiveness, compassion, love, and 
joy. And what we get back may not be quantifiable. 
How do you measure wellbeing and happiness?

Generosity’s real “payback” is what and who we 
become when we cultivate a habit of giving. Giving 
transforms us into generous-hearted people, and 
generous-hearted people tend to experience a real 
abundance of joy, peace, love, and security.  The old 
saying is most certainly true: The open palm holds 
more than the closed fist.

For 2023, set a goal to be more generous. Start by 
increasing your charitable giving above last year’s 
offering, but also aim to give away your time, to 
serve your neighbor, to be lavish in compassion, and 
extravagant in love. 

Pray that God will guide you and help you experience 
the paradox: givers get back more than they give 
away. 
--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as 
pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as 
content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.
thestewardshipguy.com.
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH

One donation made to the Memorial Fund in 
memory of Virginia Schemm

One donation made to the Mission Fund in memory 
of Richard Carr Gause M.D.
  

One donation made to the Music Fund in memory of 
Joyce Rolf
  

One donation to VBS in honor of Leslie Whitfield’s 
Birthday

**Please note:  We are no longer printing the names 
of donors who donate to the memorial fund in 
memory or honor of someone.  If you do donate, you 
will still receive notification, and your donation will 
be on your Shelby statement.

GIVE A MEMORIAL GIFT
A memorial is a gift given in memory of 
someone who has gone to be with their 
Lord.  If you would like to donate to a 
specific ministry in memory of someone 
who has passed, you can use a memorial 
card located in the church office or specify 
on your check the ministry and the person 
whom you are memorializing.

Often times, families would like to donate 
an item in memory of a loved one, (ie. 
paschal candles, benches, altar items, 
trees…any items the church may need).  For 
more information on this, please contact 
Pastor Randy, the senior pastor.

Big Christmas Take Down
Sunday, January 8th, 2022Sunday, January 8th, 2022

To all who helped put up our lovely Christmas 
decorations – thank you! To all of you who will help take 
them down – thank you, in advance. We will stash and 
store all our lovely ornaments, garlands and wreaths 
on Sunday, January 8, following the 10:30am service. 
Many hands will make amazingly light work. We need 
ladder workers, bin carriers, tree taker downers and 
lots of other good help. Sign up in the Town Square and 
indicate whether or not you will be enjoying a yummy 
lunch with us! Questions? Call Kitty 248-644-4010 
x.111.

As the dawn breaks on a new 
year, let us pray for hope and 
stronger faith.  Forgive us for 

sometimes forgetting that you 
are intimately acquainted with 
all of our ways, that you know 

what concerns us, and you 
cover us as with a shield.  Let 
us give thanks to You for all 

we hold dear: our health, our 
family and our friends. Let us 

release our grudges, our anger 
and our pains, for these are 

nothing but binding chains. Let 
us live each day in the most 

loving ways, the God-conscious 
way.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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HOST A COFFEE HOUR
We need volunteers to host coffee hour on Sunday 
mornings throughout the year!  We’ll give you easy-
to-follow directions on how to do everything!  Grab 
some friends and do it together!  What a GREAT way 
to serve your congregation!  To sign up, click on the 
Ways to Serve box on the front page of the website 
and then on Coffee Hour box.  or by contacting Kim 
Davis (248-613-4200).

BE A GREETER
Redeemer is looking for volunteers to 
help greet at the Town Square doors 
before the 9am and 10:30am services.  
Grab a friend or your family!  This is a 
great, easy way to get kids involved with 
serving the congregation.  To sign up, click 
on the Ways to Serve box on the front 
page of the website and then on Greeter 
Signup box.  or by contacting Laura Vowell 
(laura@redeemerbirmingham.org).

BE A READER 
We need readers ages 5-95 for ALL worship 
services to read Old Testament and Epistle 
scripture! To sign up, click on the Ways to Serve 
box on the front page of the website and then 
on Reader box.  or by contacting the church 
office (office@redeemerbirmingham.org).

MYSTERY PRELUDE
Our very own Rick Helderop will play one of your favorite/
meaningful songs in the Prelude spot at all the Sunday 
Services for that day (8am, 9am and 10:30am). It doesn't 
have to be a hymn! Sign up for one 
of the available Sundays on the front 
page of the website or scan this QR 
code to be taken directly to the 
form. It is $10 and ALL PROCEEDS 
GO TO OUR MISSION FUND! Thank 
you for participating!

ACOLYTING & CROSSBEARING 
The Redeemer Acolyte Program is a service 
requirement for students in the Confirmation program 
in grades 6-8, and open to all who wish to volunteer. 
To sign up, click on the Ways to Serve box on the 
front page of the website and then on Alcolyting box. 
Contact Pam Lucas for more information.

Church and worship newsChurch and worship news

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Sign up now for either Altar or Lectern flowers 
in the Sanctuary or the Chapel. Click on the 
Ways to Serve box on the front page of the 
website and then on Altar Flowers box.

$55  Sanctuary Altar
$50  Chapel Altar
$45  Lectern flowers

ITTY-BITTY BUDDY BAGS 
Welcome, little ones, to Redeemer!  Learn about Jesus while 
you sit in church with mommy and daddy by borrowing an 
Itty-Bitty Buddy Bag for babies and toddlers. Filled with soft 
toys, books and cuddly things, you can learn to listen, watch 
and participate in the service. Please return used bags to 
Nicole Olds’ office after the service.  If you want to play and 
make a lot of noise, we have a nursery just for you with lots 
of toys. Welcome, little ones! 

COMMUNION
If you would like communion to be 
brought to you, please let an usher 
know before the service begins 
and they will be sure that you are 
accommodated. 

*Please note, starting in January we 
will no longer use the dispensers and 
we will once again offer the common 
cup in addition to the individual cups.
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Missed Church?
If you are unable to attend church on Sunday 
morning, here’s some options to enrich yourself in 
our worship services.

• Watch our 10:30am worship service LIVE 
wherever you are at www.vimeo.com/
RedeemerBirmingham or on demand 

• Monday night worship in the Chapel at 
7:00pm.

• Watch your local cable provider’s community 
station. Listen to a past Podcast on www.
lutheranchurch.podbean.com.

• CD & DVD’s of prior weeks services are 
available though the church office 248-644-
4010 for a nominal fee.

How do I view our 
Vimeo/Livestream 
services or events 
LIVE?
1. Go to the church website 
   www.redeemerbirmingham.org

2. Click the Vimeo/Livestream square on 
the front page of the website to access 
Redeemer’s Vimeo Profile page.  

3. You can also go to www.vimeo.com/
redeemerbirmingham or use the Vimeo app

4. Click on the video that has the LIVE indicator 
in the bottom right corner, keep in mind it 
MAY NOT be the first video.  LIVE

IMPORTANT NOTE: When viewing on smartphone 
or tablet:  Right below the church description, 
select the word VIDEO to watch the current live 
video and ABOUT to learn more about Redeemer. 
You can watch PAST VIDEOS under the Showcase 
option.
How do I watch past services or other 
videos?
1. Go to Redeemer’s Profile page. (see the left)

2. If the service date doesn’t appear as one of 
the videos, click the word “Showcases” to the 
left or scroll down if on your phone or tablet.

2. This will take you to “Redeemer’s Showcase 
Page” where you can view all of Redeemer’s 
different videos. These categories showcase 
videos like: 2021/2022 past worship services, 
past fellowship events, funerals, past picture 
videos shown during covid, past Kamp videos, 
Christmas pageants and so much more.

Please feel free to call the church office if you are 
having trouble viewing any videos.

Watch online on our Vimeo Profile pageWatch online on our Vimeo Profile page

NOTE: NOTE:  If you are having a difficult time hearing the audio on 
vimeo, press the closed-caption option to READ what is being 

said.  The closed caption button is the CC (in a box) on the 
lower right of the screen

Our Sanctuary Has A Hearing Loop 
To Assist Those With Hearing Loss. 

Please see an usher if you have 
questions or for additional 

information.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
As a kind gesture to our community, 
we have invited our local police 
officers to join us at coffee hour 
on Sunday mornings. You may have noticed their 
presence the past couple of Sundays. Please make 
them feel welcome and express your gratitude for 
all they do to keep our community safe.

When coming to any mid-week events at 
Redeemer, please use the 

TOWN SQUARE WEST ENTRANCE DOORS ONLY.
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Go to Go to redeemerbirmingham.orgredeemerbirmingham.org  
and click the “GIVE” boxand click the “GIVE” box

or scan this QR Code to be taken or scan this QR Code to be taken 
to the giving page!to the giving page!

2023 OFFERING Envelope Update!
In an effort to reduce costs, as of January 1, 2023, no more 
Mission or Seminarian Fund envelopes will be included in 
your monthly envelope packet. This will allow any money 
donated to those funds, to go 100% to these funds (as 
opposed to paying the cost of the envelopes). If you wish 
to donate to these funds, you can simply note in the 
memo of your check the intended fund or place cash in a 
labeled envelope. 

ALTAR GUILD TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED!
THE ALTAR GUILD MINISTRY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR:THE ALTAR GUILD MINISTRY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR:
• • Setting up the Sanctuary and Chapel for WorshipSetting up the Sanctuary and Chapel for Worship
• • Preparing the Altar with the Sacrament of Preparing the Altar with the Sacrament of 

CommunionCommunion
• • Filling the Altar candles Filling the Altar candles 
• • Assisting with tidying the pews in the Sanctuary and Assisting with tidying the pews in the Sanctuary and 

Chapel.Chapel.

TYPICALLY, AN ALTAR GUILD MEMBER:TYPICALLY, AN ALTAR GUILD MEMBER:
• • Serves with others on a “team” that serves once Serves with others on a “team” that serves once 

every six months, twice a year.every six months, twice a year.
• • Each of the six “teams” is headed with a team leader Each of the six “teams” is headed with a team leader 

who works with the team to create a schedule, so who works with the team to create a schedule, so 
each Sunday/Monday of their assigned month is each Sunday/Monday of their assigned month is 
covered.covered.

• • Generally, no individual team member serves every Generally, no individual team member serves every 
week of their assigned month.week of their assigned month.

• • Team members normally do not work alone in Team members normally do not work alone in 
carrying out their duties. carrying out their duties. 

Use your gift of helping (1 Corinthians 12:28) to be a part Use your gift of helping (1 Corinthians 12:28) to be a part 
of this Sacred Trust – we’d love to have you! Please contact of this Sacred Trust – we’d love to have you! Please contact 
Kathy Eley at 248-914-0483/kreley43@gmail.com or Beth Kathy Eley at 248-914-0483/kreley43@gmail.com or Beth 
Greenwalt at 248-872-5585 / b.greenwalt@comcast.net if Greenwalt at 248-872-5585 / b.greenwalt@comcast.net if 
you are interested.you are interested.

GivingGivingShelbyNEXTShelbyNEXT
New in 2023!
You will have 
the opportunity 
to recieve “SPECIAL 
ENVELOPES” ONLY, (ie. Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Lent envelopes) on a quarterly 
basis.  If you give regularly online, you will 
AUTOMATICALLY be  receiving “SPECIAL 
ENVELOPES” ONLY on a quarterly basis!   As 
always, if you wish to receive NO envelopes 
(including special envelopes) please let the 
church office know.

RUMMAGE SALE 
IS BACK!

March 10-12th, 2023
SAVE YOUR 

TREASURES!
More information coming soon!!!
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LIBRARY LIBRARY 
LIGHTSLIGHTS

Happy New Year 2023!  January is a common time for those New 
Year’s resolutions.  It’s time to promise to lose weight, exercise 
more, or a host of other ways to improve oneself.  But what 
about our hearts?  We may have experienced snubs, hurts, or 
injustices in many ways that affect our relationships with others 
and ultimately can lead to resentment, vengeance and hardened 
hearts.   What exactly is meant by forgiveness and how do we go 
about doing it?  In his new book Forgive: Why should I and How 
Can I?,  Dr. Timothy Keller delves into the topic using the Parable 
of the Unforgiving Servant. He defines forgiveness thoroughly, 
explains why it is so necessary and applies Biblical teaching to 
show how to develop the tools to apply it to our everyday lives.  

     The library has added to our movie collection for young viewers 
with the addition of two new DVDs:
The Bible, Part 1 – This is the first of a trilogy to tell the whole 
story of the Bible, Genesis to Revelation, through the eyes of 
Lego characters.  It’s good clean fun! Recommended ages 6-13.
Exodus: A Brickfilm – The Biblical story of Moses and the Exodus 
of the Israelites using Lego characters. Dove approved (12+); 
approx. 35 min. 
     

January 1
New Year’s Day

Sunday Worship Services 
8am, 9am & 10:30am

January 2
Office/Bldg Closed 

No Monday Night Service

January 8
Christmas UnDecorating

January 11
Leadership Team Meeting

January 18
Wednesday Lunch & Worship

January 20
Broadway Revue

January 25
Care Package Palooza

Board of Elders Meeting

January 26
Women’s Book Group

January 28
Men’s Breakfast 

January 31
Cooking with Donna

For a full list of all 
church events

go to our website.www.
redeemerbirmingham.org

Redeemer is pleased to welcome founder of
 "Holy Yoga Detroit" - Mia Amezcua

Starting January 9th, 2023 - Every Monday in the gym

Holy Yoga: 9:15 - 10am
Holy Chair Yoga: 10:15-11:00am

$10.00 (due at session) no sign-up required
(a percentage of the proceeds will be donated back to Redeemer)
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SONSHINE GREETER VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDSONSHINE GREETER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Redeemer has a wonderful tradition of celebrating our 80+ Redeemer has a wonderful tradition of celebrating our 80+ 
year old members on their birthday with a card, visit and a year old members on their birthday with a card, visit and a 
small gift. Cards, flowers and gifts are purchased by the church.  small gift. Cards, flowers and gifts are purchased by the church.  
Cards and gifts can get picked up at the church office and Cards and gifts can get picked up at the church office and 
flowers are picked up just down the street at Thrifty’s. Some flowers are picked up just down the street at Thrifty’s. Some 
of our seniors just want a card mailed to them and some want of our seniors just want a card mailed to them and some want 
a visit. It is a wonderful ministry and we would love you to be a visit. It is a wonderful ministry and we would love you to be 
a part of it! Contact Cherisse Baetz for more information 248-a part of it! Contact Cherisse Baetz for more information 248-
646-7359.646-7359.

serving others

NEW MEMBER 
CLASSES

Become a Member!  If you 
are interested in becoming a 
member of Redeemer, please 
contact Laura Vowell (laura@
redeemerbirmingham.org).  
She will guide you through 
the easy process!

SERVE AT FAMILY OF GOD!  
THE NEW 2023 FOG DATES ARE READY TO 
SNAG – so sign up via the church website!  
We are in need of some volunteers to 
drive our Family of God meals down to 
Detroit in the coming months.  Grab some 
friends or your family for this awesome 
way to serve locally!  The meal will already 
be prepared and packed up, so you’ll just 
need to drive it down and serve it!  This is 
also a GREAT way to get kids involved with 
serving others!  

Contact Laura Vowell (laura@
redeemerbirmingham.org) for more 

information.

Care Package-palooza!Care Package-palooza!  
Families and individuals of all ages 
are welcome to join in on the fun of 
serving others!  We will be making 
care packages for the homeless, 
lunches for the homeless, gift bags 
for expectant mothers, and MORE!  
It all happens in Redeemer’s Gym 
on Wednesday, January 25th 
from 6pm – 8pm.  Dinner will be 
served too!  Please sign up via the 
church website by Sunday 1/22 so 
that we can plan for food and have 
enough supplies for the service 
projects.  See below for needed 
items for these service projects.  
Contact Laura Vowell (laura@
redeemerbirmingham.org) for 
more information.

We need donation items in order 
to make Care Package-palooza a 
success! 

Items can be dropped off on the 
labeled table in the Town Square by 
Sunday 1/22.

Needed items include:
• new tall white socks (men’s & 

women’s)
• bottles of water
• hand warmers
• individual bags of pretzels
• individual Wet Wipe packs (at 

least 20 ct.)
• individual apple sauce cups
• protein bars
• toothbrushes
• travel toothpaste
• fun lip balm
• fun lotion/soap/body wash
• deodorant (men’s and 

women’s)
• nail polish
• women’s shaving cream
• women’s razors
• fun pens/notebooks
• gum
• individually wrapped candy

Leftover Christmas Candy Leftover Christmas Candy 
Needed: if you want an easy Needed: if you want an easy 

way to help, contribute to Care way to help, contribute to Care 
Package-palooza, drop off your extra Package-palooza, drop off your extra 
Christmas candy!  We are specifically Christmas candy!  We are specifically 

looking for individually wrapped candy looking for individually wrapped candy 
with red, silver, or gold wrappers with red, silver, or gold wrappers 

(because our care packages (because our care packages will be will be 
Valentine themed!).  Valentine themed!).  
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Senior MinistrySenior Ministry

PRIME TIMERS EVENT 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH 

The Prime Timer’s group has 
planned a fun-filled afternoon 
of entertainment, laughter 
and fellowship for adults of 
all ages on Sunday, February 
5th, from 3:00-5:30 p.m. in 
the Great Room. Featured will be Mark Tripp’s 
Magicomedy, a comedy magic show that’s been 
shared at banquets, country clubs, cruise lines 
and comedy clubs nationwide. Mark brings a 
background in stand-up comedy, theater, and 
teaching science. This is not your normal magic 
show – it’s a 45 minute hilarious, audience 
interactive ride filled with music, mystery and 
mayhem that will leave you in stitches! The 
show will begin at 3:15 p.m. and will be followed 
by a meal of Chicken Shack chicken, etc. around 
4:30 p.m. A freewill donation will be received.  
Please sign up on the Town Square bulletin 
board or call the church office (248-644-4010) 
by January 30th.  Join us for lots of laughter and 
fun – a great way to spend a winter afternoon! 
Questions? Contact Gary Priskorn.

Wednesday Lunch & Worship Wednesday Lunch & Worship 
January 18thJanuary 18th

All are invited to join us for our next All are invited to join us for our next 
“Wednesday Lunch & Worship” on January “Wednesday Lunch & Worship” on January 
18th beginning at 12 noon in the Great 18th beginning at 12 noon in the Great 
Room.  Another delicious lunch will again Room.  Another delicious lunch will again 
be provided by Michele Margosian, and this be provided by Michele Margosian, and this 
month’s menu will feature potato pancakes month’s menu will feature potato pancakes 
and pork schnitzel.  After the meal, we will and pork schnitzel.  After the meal, we will 
move into the chapel for a brief worship move into the chapel for a brief worship 
service with Holy Communion. Please call the 
church office (248-644-4010) by January 16th 
if you’re joining us for lunch. Also, if you are 
in need of transportation, let the office know 
and we’ll do our best to assist. Questions? 
Contact Gary Priskorn at the number listed 
above.  

Next Lunch & Worship is February 15th

A New Year of 
Hope

Another Year awaits us and our expectations of it will 
determine if we see the glass half empty or half full! You can 
make it a great year with the choice you make, but know for 
sure that your Heavenly Father wants JOY in your heart. He 
holds you in the palm of His Hand, so you have nothing to 
fear. His Presence is ALWAYS NEAR !

A NEW YEAR …OF HOPE

The Clock Ticks, Times Square Trembles,
Divergent Souls Celebrate, The End and the Beginning
Of a Year That Blessed, Or Surrendered in Sorrow.
  

How Do We Measure the Good from the Bad?
What Calls Our Attention, The Joy or the Sad?
The Value We Give Them, Determines Our Fate,
To Escape from the Darkness, Before It’s Too Late.
We Can Make Ourselves Victims, And Toil in Our Tears,
Or Realize This Weakness, Will Foster Our Fears.

We May Miss the Joys, That Hid This Past Year,
The Treasures Unseen, When We Looked in the Mirror.
A Smile Gone Unnoticed, A Deed No One Saw,
A Prayer That Was Uttered, When Hope was So Small.

In the Loneliest Corner, The Light Disappeared,
But He Stood There Shining, Holy, Revered.
Most of Us Missed Him, From So Many Years
Of Watching and Wondering, And Tending Our Fears.
Yet He Was Waiting, Through Troubles and Sorrows,
He Spoke Of Forgiveness, And Grace Through Tomorrows.

The Message is Clear, As We Embark In This Year,
No Matter What Happens, He Will ALWAYS Be Near.

Love, Peace and Assurance That Our Heavenly Father 
Holds Us In The Palm Of His Hand !

The happiest of new years to you all - your Faithful 
Friends Ministry Team at Redeemer.

Faithful Friends is a unique ministry dedicated to reaching 
out to our special Senior members who are home bound 
or reside in an assisted living complex and to offer support 
and guidance to caregivers.  If you’d like to become involved 
with this ministry – contact one of our committee members.

Gray Priskorn, Pam Tyndall, Marilyn Staargaard and Diane Johns
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FUNERALSFUNERALS
11/7/2022 Virginia Schemm

BAPTISMSBAPTISMS
11/6/2022 Maxwell Curtis Dutzy  
  son of Joseph and Mina Dutzy 
11/13/2022 Audrey Jackelyn O’Kelly 
  daughter of Daniel and Shanda O’Kelly
11/26/2022 Maeve Nina Trescone 
  dauther of Mario and Katherine Trescone

Pastoral Acts
February 2023

February 5
Prime Timers Event

February 8
Leadership Team Mtg

February 11
Daddy Daughter Dance

February 14
Valentine’s Day

February 15
Wednesday Lunch & Worship

February 19
Birmingham Concert Band

February 22
Ash Wednesday

Imposition of Ashes
Lenten Meals 
noon & 6pm

Ash Wednesday Worship 
1pm & 7pm

Board of Elders Meeting

February 28
Women’s Book Group

For a full list of all 
church events

go to our website.
www.redeemerbirmingham.org

JAMS Game Night!  
Dodgeball!  Aliens in the 
Church!  Pizza!  Ice Cream 
Sundaes!  AND MORE!   Don’t miss out on all of this fun 
with your friends!  Middle School kids in grades 6-8 are 
invited to the JAMS Game Night on Saturday, January 21st 
from 5:30pm – 8:30pm!  Friends are always welcome!  
The cost is $10 in advance or $15 at the door!  Grab a 
permission slip from outside Laura’s office or download 
one via the church website.  Contact Laura Vowell (laura@
redeemerbirmingham.org) with questions or concerns.

Daddy Daughter Dance!  
The Daddy Daughter Dance is BACK!  Join us for this special 
evening on Saturday, February 11th from 5pm – 7pm.  
Fathers, grandfathers, uncles, or that special fellow in a little 
girl’s life, are all invited for an evening of dinner & dancing!  
All are welcome, so feel free to invite friends!  Please sign up 
via the church website or in the Westmaple hallway.  Contact 
Laura Vowell (laura@redeemerbirmingham.org) for more 
information.
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High School MinistryHigh School Ministry
RYG =Redeemer Youth GroupRYG =Redeemer Youth Group

ALWAYS
CHECK INSTAGRAM 

FOR ANY 
EVENTS AND 

SCHEDULE CHANGES
“redeemer_y00th”“redeemer_y00th”

RYG Schedule
Sunday’s at 7pm
January 8, 15, 22, 29

RYG Core GroupRYG Core Group
Wednesdays in January 

4th, 11, 18, 25
6:00-8:00pm

RYG meets in the Youth Room 
Questions? contact Gia or Eric.

FAMILY OF GODFAMILY OF GOD
January 9th at 4:45January 9th at 4:45

Sunday Nights for 
Bible Study and 
some fun events!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRYCHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Sunday SchoolSunday School

10:30am only10:30am only
Save the dates!!Save the dates!!

 
Redeemer VBS 2023 dates Redeemer VBS 2023 dates 

June 19-23 June 19-23 
Watch the Lamp and bulletin for more exciting 

information!

Scamper Camps will be offered Scamper Camps will be offered 
the Summer of 2023! the Summer of 2023! 

Children who are 2 years old by January 1st, 
2023 through 5 years. Once they have gone off to 
kindergarten, they are too old to come back.  Sign 

ups will start in February.

Preschool  to Preschool  to 
5th grade5th grade

COME JOIN US!!!COME JOIN US!!!
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WOMEN’S MINISTRYWOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women’s Bible Study
We will be finishing up The Rock, The 
Road and The Rabbi featuring Cathie Lee 
Gifford with lessons 5 and 6 the first two 
weeks of January.  Cathie Lee takes us to 
the Holy Land and we walk the familiar 
path of Jesus Christ. Check out the 
announcements for details on our next 
study.  Please join our circle of women 
who want to know more!

Women’s Book Group
Here is a diversified, thought provoking list of the books we 
will read and discuss in 2023! Our group meets on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm in the Town Square and 
we welcome you to join us.

January 26 1984 and Animal Farm by George Orwell
February 28 A Woman of No Importance by Sonia 

Purnell
March 28 They Were Christians: The Inspiring Faith 

of Men and Women Who Changed the 
World by Cristobal Krusen

April 25 The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
May 23 The Stranger in the Woods by Michael 

Finkel
June 27 The Gown by Jennifer Robson
July 25 The Guest Book by Sarah Black
August 22 The Immortal Irishman by Timothy Egan
September 26 The Shoes of the Fisherman by Morris 

West
October 24 Loving Luther by Allison Pittman
November 28 The Six by Laura Thompson

Women’s Book Group will have a special guest speaker who 
will share his expertise on dystopian and futuristic novels. 
Justin Sweitzer, son of Walt and Kitty Sweitzer, will be in 
town on January 26 at 7:00 p.m. to explain the intricacy 
of Animal Farm by George Orwell and 1984 by the same Orwell and 1984 by the same 
author.  We had a little visit with Justin via Zoom but our author.  We had a little visit with Justin via Zoom but our 
time was cut short and we want to know more about the time was cut short and we want to know more about the 
novels by futurist Orwell. Please join us at 7:00 in the Town novels by futurist Orwell. Please join us at 7:00 in the Town 
Square. Sign up on the Town Square bulletin board so we Square. Sign up on the Town Square bulletin board so we 
can make sure we have seating for everyone. Should be a can make sure we have seating for everyone. Should be a 
very informative and fun time spent together.very informative and fun time spent together.

Bouquets of 
love to all the 
women on 
the Women’s 
Ministry Team 
who help 
with all of 
our activities. 
Next time  
you see one 

of these gals, please give ‘em a big hug 
and say thanks for all they do……they are 
so generous of spirit: Karen Pridmore, 
Tracey Fish, Karen Rose, Therese Scheidt, 
Leslie Whitfield, Bonnie Ernewein, 
Brenda Baldner, Erin Mortenson, Denise 
Barron, Jan Kanka, Asia Maeder, Marilyn 
Staargaard and love and goodbye to Kris 
Leonard and Robin Swift who served this
Board faithfully for years. Got a great  idea 
for a women’s event……tell us!

Cooking with Donna! 
She’s baaaaaaaaaaaack. From her own mouth she said she thought she 
was done with cooking lessons but got really excited when asked to 
demonstrate her skills for our women once again. Mark your calendar 
for Tuesday, January 31st at 6:00pm in the Town Square. Donna Hollis, 
chef, personal caterer,  and all around knowledgeable foodie will demonstrate the use of grains in cooking;  
a salad, an entrée and a soup all using grains that support good health and delicious dishes will be 
presented. Sign up on the Town Square bulletin board and be ready to learn a lot along with the company 
of great women of Redeemer and their friends.
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MUSIC MINISTRYMUSIC MINISTRY
11th annual All Church Broadway Revue
Redeemer is once again putting on a talent show of selections from Broadway musicals featuring the 
members of our church. Participation is open to anyone in the church, whether your talent is vocal or 
instrumental. The date of the event is the evening of Friday, January 20th, with a dress rehearsal on 
Thursday evening, January 19th.  Sign up by contacting Steve SeGraves (stevensegraves@gmail.com).  
Additional run-through times with the band will be arranged in the weeks to come. Your selection must 
be from a Broadway musical, off Broadway or West End. E-mail Steve SeGraves for more information.  

And you if don’t plan to sing but would like to attend on January 20th, dinner will start at 7pm, followed 
by the Revue at 7:30pm. There is no charge, but a free will offering will be gratefully 
accepted. Show Time!

Revue
Our Women of the Year
Congratulations to our 2022 Woman of the 
Year, Lynn Kubik Mee Duerr. Lynn has touched 
many lives in such a quiet way. You may not see 
her but like the proverbial church mouse she is 
in the out-of-way places doing God’s work. She 
is our stitchery chairwoman for all the beautiful 
ornaments made for our couples married here 
at Redeemer, she is a co-captain of the Angel 
Tree ministry, has taught Sunday School, VBS, 
served in New Orleans on the Camp Restore 
mission trips and quietly goes about her work 
without fanfare. She joins a long list of Redeemer 
women honored for their contributions to the 
well-being of our church and community.

Lynn will be honored at a luncheon on Tuesday, 
March 21 at Burton Manor in Livonia.  Tickets 
are sold through Eventbrite…..please send Kitty 
an email at misskitty@redeemerbirmingham.
org and tell her you are coming by January 20, 
2023. She will order tickets and arrange seating 
at the luncheon. Thank you, Lynn, for all you 
do and will continue to do for our beloved 
Redeemer!

Women’s Retreat! It’s Official…
We will be enjoying each other’s company on Friday, 
March 3rd at 4:00pm through Saturday, March 4th 
at 4:00pm at Camp Tamarack in Ortonville, Mi.  Our 
time together will be spent on “Our Imperfect Prayers 
– His Perfect Response”. This is a light-hearted, but 
deep dive into our prayer lives and how we can 
enrich the time we spend talking to God. There is no 
formal or perfect way to talk to God….we each have 
a unique way, a different approach. If you love the 
company of wonderful women, a little time away in a 
beautiful setting, a sleep-over with your besties and  
some positive approaches to improving your prayer 
life then this is the Friday/Saturday for you! Details in 
the brochure outside Kitty’s office door.
Sign up no later than February 15, 2023!  
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Bible Studies in a NutshellBible Studies in a Nutshell

POSITIVE PARENTINGPOSITIVE PARENTING
Please join us for Positive Parenting, Redeemer’s 
weekly exploration of parenting ideas and strategies.  
Throughout the school year we meet with the 
goal of furthering our spiritual growth, expanding 
our understanding of parenting philosophies and 
finding strength in the community of other women. 

In January we will be continuing our discussion and 
exploration of Dr. Becky Kennedy’s new best-selling 
book Good Inside.

Positive Parenting meets Wednesday mornings 
from 9:15 AM - 10:45 AM in the Great Room.  
Childcare for children ages 0-4 is provided in the 
nursery. Every class session stands alone, so feel 
free to join us as you can, no need to sign up in 
advance!  

Contact Victoria Ilitch (victoria.ilitch@gmail.com) 
or Kristin Thompson (kethompson1@gmail.com) 
with questions or for more information.

Adult Bible Study - LibraryAdult Bible Study - Library
  Sundays,Sundays, after the 9:00am service -   after the 9:00am service -  
 Rev. Ron Farah - The book of Daniel - (resumes   Rev. Ron Farah - The book of Daniel - (resumes  
 1/15/2023) 1/15/2023)
  Tuesdays,Tuesdays, 9:30am - Vicar Jim Greenwalt  9:30am - Vicar Jim Greenwalt 
 1 Corinthians - (resumes 1/17/2023) 1 Corinthians - (resumes 1/17/2023)
  Thursdays,Thursdays, 9:30 (8 week study starting 1/12/2023) 9:30 (8 week study starting 1/12/2023)  
Children’s Sunday School - Children’s Sunday School - lower classroomslower classrooms
 Sundays, 10:30am - Nicole Olds Sundays, 10:30am - Nicole Olds

Women’s Bible Study - Great RoomWomen’s Bible Study - Great Room
  Tuesdays, 6:30pm - Kitty Sweitzer Tuesdays, 6:30pm - Kitty Sweitzer 
  (6:00 only on the 4th Tuesday of the month)(6:00 only on the 4th Tuesday of the month)

Men’s Bible Study - Great RoomMen’s Bible Study - Great Room
  (zoom also available)(zoom also available)
  Wednesdays, 6:45am - Gary Priskorn - RomansWednesdays, 6:45am - Gary Priskorn - Romans

High School Bible Study - Youth RoomHigh School Bible Study - Youth Room
 Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Gia Scheidt Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Gia Scheidt
 Sundays, 7pm - Gia and Eric   Sundays, 7pm - Gia and Eric  

JAMS - Middle School Bible Study andJAMS - Middle School Bible Study and
Confirmation Confirmation 
 Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Laura Vowell  Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Laura Vowell 

For more info on a particular study or how to For more info on a particular study or how to 
attend, contact the names indicated.attend, contact the names indicated.

Fellowship Breakfast Hosted by Men’s Ministry
Saturday, January 28th 
Men and women of all ages are invited to join us for our next Fellowship 
Breakfast hosted by Men’s Ministry on Saturday, January 28th, 8:00 
– 10:00 a.m. in the Great Room. A hearty breakfast is served at 8:00 
a.m. and the program begins at 8:45 a.m. Our special guest presenter 
will once again be Pastor Ron Farah, whose topic will be “Transitions 
– Life Changes that Affect Us, Our Families and Friends”.  It promises 
to be a thought-provoking and informative morning 
as always. Please sign up by January 23rd on the Town 
Square bulletin board or call/email Gary Priskorn (248-
644-4010 ext.123/gpriskorn@redeemerbirmingham.
org).

Men’s ministryMen’s ministry
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COUNSELING COUNSELING CENTERCENTER
Redeemer Counseling Center is open and our two 
counselors are available to address your counseling 
needs! Call to set up an appointment soon!
Sandy Pourcho, PHD 
248-568-6040
Anna Lewis, LMSW 
248-224-0383

Pastoral 
Counseling
Rev. Farah at 
248-642-3137

Counseling CornerCounseling Corner
     Mourning the departure of a loved one is highly subjective.  There are no time limits set by the research 
pertaining to grief recovery.  When people are told “it’s time to get over it and move on” by friends and family, 
it often has a deleterious effect on the one trying to adjust to their deeply personal loss.
 

     For those of you who have not yet attended our Redeemer Pathways group meetings (grief and loss group) 
here are a few tips to help start you on your journey to recovery from your loved ones passing:

1.  Try to get outside in the fresh air and sunlight, if possible, take a walk daily. If you feel like crying then 
do it.  Lean in to the tears.  Your body wants to release the pain of this loss and research shows that the 
chemistry of grief tears is toxic. So, when you feel the urge to cry...cry. Get that expression of grief and 
toxicity out of your body.  Crying gives relief once you allow that release. FYI, chemically, tears of joy are 
not toxic.

2. Write a letter (or several until you no longer feel the need to do so) to your departed and ask God to give 
it to them.  He sees it, and loves you beyond your comprehension. He knows your pain right down to 
the cellular level, so trust Him in this process.  Sometimes, a component of grief is unfinished business. 
Writing out your thoughts to this person or a situation helps give closure.  One person in our Pathways 
group, reported that after they had written their departed loved one a letter, they felt a measure of 
instant relief. 

3. Celebrate your loved one, by giving financially or of your time to a charity they would embrace.  With this 
season of Lent upon us, plant or put in a pot a bush or tree in remembrance and celebration of your loved 
one’s life.  Remember every time you look at that greenery, the significance of the resurrection of our 
dear Lord and because of what that represents, we shall be reunited with our loved ones in heaven. Glory 
to God!

4. Think about getting a dog.  After the loss of my 16 year old Chihuahua CocoNut, I just rescued a 9 year old 
Chihuahua whose love and affection is beyond my expectations. I personally have found that animals are 
miraculous in their healing powers when we are sad or grieving or lonely. Having to take a dog for a walk 
and outside throughout the day, helps get our thoughts off ourselves and onto something else like these 
fury lovebugs!! They are so comforting!

Finally, I would like to encourage those of you who have suffered a loss and have not attended our Pathways 
group meetings, to do so.  It is amazing to sit back and not facilitate, and just watch how the people heal each 
other organically, by sharing tips and their own experience with eachother. What a gift they are, to eachother. 
One member of the Pathways group recently shared with me an article from The Wall Street Journal about grief.  
The author Elizabeth Bernstein wrote:  “What helped me the most is the realization that grief is unexpressed 
love.  Lying in bed one night, unable to sleep, I asked myself: If there was a magic pill that I could take that would 
erase my grief, would I take it? The answer came to me like a revelation.  Heck no.  Because to erase the grief 

would be to erase my ongoing love for my dad.”

This is a new year, one that can be filled with new 
beginnings and fresh starts. Remember, YOU are 
in charge of the timing and new behaviors as 
suggested.  Most of all, I want to encourage you 
to lean in to Jesus. Talk with Him through-out 
the day.  Psalm 34:18 “The Lord is near to the 
brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” 
You are Never alone. We are here for you too.

With God’s love,

Dr. Sandy Pourcho
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ADVERTISE WITH USADVERTISE WITH US

Pathways gatherings, 
unless otherwise 

notified, will be the last 
Thursday of every month in Town Square, 
at 1 PM. No food will be served but as 
always beverages will be available on the 
counter in Town Square.

PA
THWAYS GROU

PPA
THWAYS GROU

P

GRIEF 
SUPPORT for 

any type of 
loss.

on advertising 
in the Lamp

call the church office
248.644.4010
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FOR
Customers...Customers...
GET GET them?them?

KEEPKEEP them? them?

GROW GROW them?them?

David KiehleDavid Kiehle
dkiehle@milanmktg.com dkiehle@milanmktg.com  248-877-1058 248-877-1058

powered by
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Sandra L. Pourcho, Ph.D.
Licensed Professional Counselor

  • Grief Therapy
 1800 W. Maple Rd. • Depression & Anxiety
 Birmingham, MI 48009 • Divorce Recovery
 248-568-6040 • EMDR

Mark Kent
Residential, Relocation, and 
Commercial Real Estate Specialist

880 S. Old Woodward Avenue
Birmingham, MI 48009
Mobile: 248-877-5708
Office: 248-646-6200
Fax: 248-646-7216
mkent@hwwbrealtors.com
www.keerealty.com



January 1
Linnea Artelt 
Drew Dorantes
Patty Jacobs
Jim Noettl
Kyle Silva
Beverly Ann Yocum

January 2
Michael Ilitch IV 
Thom Johnson
Kris Ortale
Todd Pawlik
Kristen Rolf
Tyler Schulte
Evan Turner

January 3
Lili Ann Camden

January 4
Laura Spatafora
Caitlin Tobin

January 5
Matthew Leiser
Debra Meissner
Matt Vanderhoef

January 6
Lexi Beckeman
Jack Cotter
Rebecca Gersonde
Elijah Kidder
Mark Worden

January 7
Jack Lumsden

January 8
Arden Baker 
Pollyanne Dux
Laura Geiger
Sarah Jane Lesinski
Trish Oen
Ruth Ortiz

January 9
Lauren Ackerman 
Caroline Claar
Jill Denman-Duggan
Brian Elliott
Griffin Herdegen
Zachary Smith

January 10
Dan Cook
Allison Kurnat
Henry Sutherland

January 11
Margaret Greenwalt
Peter Pridmore 
Thomas Morris

January 12
Joel Brockberg
Neal Krentz 
Elke Kroenung
Walt Sweitzer

January 13
Ellen Baker
Sally Tyler
Jack Vercnocke
McKinlay Vercnocke

January 14
Andrew Farah 
Susan Middeldorf
Paige Schulte
Alida Toth
Eric Vanderhoef
Garrett Vercnocke
Matthew Warnicke

January 15
Adam Niedzwiecki 
Pam Tyndall
Dick Weir

January 16
Lucia Calvaneso
Cheryl Chuhran

Emily Dobring
Dave Tyndall

January 17
Caitlin Buechner
Mark Cycholl
Andrew Pflieger
Glenn Schuetz

January 18
Susan Dickey
Lorelai Gallo
Katherine Harper

January 19
Gary Drolet
Charlotte Finley
Louis Hartzell
Jason Hoover
Timothy Moore
Jeremy Nicol

January 20
Natalie Rolf

January 21
Sandra Burnett
Blake Dobbs
Diane Dorantes
Grace Guevara
Dr. Jeff Middeldorf
Ryan Nehls 
Cindy Noettl
Michael Ziegele

January 22
Kate Dankovich
Eric Girdler
Robert Hoffdal
Jim Junker
Robert Lee
Marilyn Ripson

January 23
Calvin Greer
Kelly Greer
Grace Kamm
Allison Kavanagh
Tayden Leischner
Laura Sellnau

January 24
Brenda Boyce
Curtis Burstein
Terri Hessen

January 25
Michael Conte
Lily Doolin
Mark Kent
Gary Priskorn
Pam Priskorn
Trevor Schultz

January 26
Nash Kanka
Courtney Miarka 
Cathleen Tice

January 27
Daniel Cobb
Sarah Harrison
Kristen May
Jane McMicking
Daniel Miller
Manfred Rumpel

January 28
William Doyle
Brady Tatai

January 29
Karen Cleaver
Terri Fithian
Rich Krentz
Tony Kurnat
Hailee Schuele

January 30
Ken Baetz
Tillie Browett 
Tina Conte
Allison Leiser

January 31
Jeff Drexel
Karen Gause
Janet Harthen
Nicholas Mushovic
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