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Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  Psalm 119:105
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Dear Friends in Christ,

     The prophet Isaiah, speaking in the name of God, 
bestowed upon the promised Messiah the name Immanuel.  
Actually, “Immanuel” is not so much a name as a character 
description of the Savior.  The word is a combination of 
two Hebrew words: immanu, meaning “with us,” and El, 
meaning “God.”  Thus, the name means “God with us.”

     God is always with us, even when we become indifferent to His presence, 
even when our faith becomes as weak as water and our conduct is not that 
of a child of God.

     Sometimes He makes His presence clear in a visible way.  When the 
Israelites traveled through the wilderness from Egypt to Canaan, they knew 
that the Lord was present.  The holy record tells us that during the day He 
appeared in the form of a cloud and guided the march as they pressed 
toward the north.  At night He appeared as a pillar of fire.

     At other times God shows His presence in our lives in subtle and subdued 
ways, in “a gentle whisper” (1 Kings 19:12).   In the middle of the night He 
quietly called Samuel by name.  Samuel responded and remained aware of 
the Lord’s presence for the rest of his life.  When Peter on the dark night 
in the court of the high priest denied Christ, “the Lord turned and looked 
straight at Peter” (Luke 22:61) but did not utter a word.  In all his life Peter 
was never more aware of the presence of God than at that moment.  He 
went out and wept bitterly.  On Easter morning the risen Lord identified 
Himself by speaking one word: “Mary.” (John 20:16)

continued on page 3
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
1800 West Maple Road • Birmingham, MI 48009

Phone: 248-644-4010 
e-mail: redeemer@redeemerbirmingham.org

website: www.redeemerbirmingham.org
Facebook: Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Our mission is to faithfully communicate the love of God, 
nurture people in their Christian faith, and equip people 

to bring the love of Jesus to others.
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Rev. Ron Farah ..................................... Pastor Emeritus
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 ............................................. Confirmation/Outreach
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Rose Kiehle (ext.116) ............................ Office Manager
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Counseling Center ................................ (248) 568-6040
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Worship Schedule
Sundays - 8:00am (Chapel), 9:00, **10:30am (Sanctuary)

Mondays - 7:00pm (Chapel)
 ** Livestreamed service

Communion Schedule
1st & 3rd Sundays - Sunday 9:00am and 10:30am 

2nd, 4th & 5th Sun./Mon. - Sun. 8:00am; Mon. 7:00pm 

Stewardship Report

Month: Oct. 2022 Oct. 2021
Weekly Attendance Averages 
Worship 404 301
Bible Class 139 163
Sunday School 21 25
Monthly Attendance Totals  
Communion 757 616
Visitors 11 N/A 
Income and Expenses  
Income received $158,975 $120,510
Budget requirements $158,756 $154,389
General fund expenses $157,485 $168,950
YTD Fiscal-year income $388,459 $391,137
YTD Fiscal-year expenses $308,903 $310,688

Stewardship Thought

‘It’s the thought that counts’
Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you.” -Luke 6:38

Why is it so hard to find that all-too-elusive 
“perfect gift” for the loved ones in your life? 
For many of us, it’s because they already have 
everything they need and most of what they 
want. 

It sometimes feels impossible to find a gift that 
won’t be banished to that closet for unwanted, 
unneeded, and unused presents -- alongside 
the loud ties, the strong perfumes, the unread 
books, and the garish sweaters.

When it comes to gift-giving, it’s often said, “It’s 
the thought that counts.” If that’s true, why do 
we still put so much emphasis on the gift? 

This year focus on the thoughts behind your 
Christmas gifts. Thoughts in keeping with the 
season. Thoughts of meeting real needs and 
giving where it will be much appreciated. With 
so many disadvantaged people in the world, at 
least some of our Christmas budget would be 
well spent helping our needy neighbors. 

If you are buying for a loved one who has 
everything, consider instead giving a monetary 
donation in their honor to a worthy charity that 
helps the poor. 

Make the gift in your loved one’s name or 
honor, and then describe it in a card attached 
to a low-cost “token” gift, such as a small box of 
chocolates or a bottle of wine. The better part 
of your gift will go to someone who truly needs 
it, and your loved one will share the joy of loving 
and helping your neighbors in need. 

Just remember, ‘It’s the thought that counts!”
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Donations made to the Choir Fund in memory of 
Joyce Rolf
 Sandra Springer
 Bonnie Ernewein

Donations made to the Memorial Fund in memory 
of Alan Whitfield
 Tom & Rosemary Demrick

GIVE A MEMORIAL GIFT
A memorial is a gift given in memory of 
someone who has gone to be with their 
Lord.  If you would like to donate to a 
specific ministry in memory of someone 
who has passed, you can use a memorial 
card located in the church office or specify 
on your check the ministry and the person 
whom you are memorializing.

Often times, families would like to donate 
an item in memory of a loved one, (ie. 
paschal candles, benches, altar items, 
trees…any items the church may need).  For 
more information on this, please contact 
Pastor Randy, the senior pastor.

O merciful God, you sent your 
eternal Word to take on human 
nature in the womb of the virgin 

Mary. Grant that your chosen 
people may put off fleshly desires, 

to prepare their hearts for the 
visitation of your dear Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, forever and ever.  
Amen.

 continued from page 1
    The entire Scripture is a record of God’s presence 
with us.  But the clearest meaning of Immanuel lies 
in His taking on our nature with all its characteristics, 
all its natural affections and infirmities - except for 
sin.  Our Christian faith is built on the incarnation. The 
great purpose of His becoming Immanuel was to offer 
Himself as a sacrifice for our sins and to reconcile God 
and humanity.

      As you look into the stable this year and see the 
little babe in the manger, be filled with joy, respect, 
adoration and an endless gratitude, because He is 
Immanuel - God with us.  We are not alone.  He knows 
our thoughts, and He knows what we are going to 
say even before we speak.  Remorse, guilt, despair, 
boredom, joy, thankfulness, loneliness - whatever the 
emotion might be, He holds out His hands and says, 
“Come to Me.”

Merry Christmas!
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BE A GREETER!   
Can you say “good morning”? Can you shake 
hands and smile?  Do you have 15 extra 
minutes on a random Sunday morning?  Are 
you looking for an easy way to service your 
church? Then YOU can do a very important 
outreach job… greeting!  Redeemer is 
looking for volunteers to help greet at the 
Town Square doors before the 9am and 
10:30am services.  Grab a friend or your 
family!  This is a great, easy way to get kids 
involved with serving the congregation.  To 
sign up, click on the click on the Ways to ServeWays to Serve box on  box on 
the front page of the website and then on the front page of the website and then on 
GreeterGreeter box.  box.  or by contacting Laura Vowell 
(laura@redeemerbirmingham.org).

Be a Reader! Be a Reader!   
Would you like to read the Old 
Testament and Epistle Scripture verses 
during worship?  We need readers 
ages 5-95 for ALL worship services! 
To sign up, click on the click on the Ways to ServeWays to Serve  
box on the front page of the website box on the front page of the website 
and then on and then on ReaderReader box.  box.  or by 
contacting the church office (office@
redeemerbirmingham.org).

MYSTERY PRELUDEMYSTERY PRELUDE
Our very own Rick Helderop will play one of your 
favorite/meaningful songs in the Prelude spot at 
all the Sunday Services for that day (8am, 9am 
and 10:30am). It doesn't have to be a hymn! It can 
be your wedding song, a song that reminds you of 
a loved one, or even a catchy tune you just LOVE! 
Your name and the significance of your selection 
will be printed in the bulletin and the song will 
be revealed in the announcements. Sign up for 
one of the available Sundays on the front page 
of the website or scan this 
QR code to be taken directly 
to the form. It is $10 and 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO OUR 
MISSION FUND! Thank you for 
participating!

ACOLYTING & 
CROSSBEARING
The Redeemer Acolyte Program is a service requirement 
for students in the Confirmation program in grades 
6-8, and open to all who wish to volunteer. For 1st 
year students the requirement is 2 times and for 2nd 
and 3rd year students, 3 times serving this program. 
S e r v i c e can be any combination of acolyting, cross 

bearing, or banner/flag bearing for all 
sanctuary services. Older siblings 

who are already confirmed are 
also welcome, as are younger 
siblings with advance notice 
and training.  To sign up, 
click on the click on the Ways to ServeWays to Serve  
box on the front page of box on the front page of 
the website and then on the website and then on 
AlcolytingAlcolyting box.  box. Contact Pam 

Lucas for more information.

Participate in WorshipParticipate in Worship
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HOST A COFFEE HOUR!  
We need volunteers to host coffee hour on Sunday 
mornings throughout the year!  It doesn’t have 
to be anything fancy, and we’ll give you easy-to-
follow directions on how to do everything!  Grab 

some friends and do it together!  
What a GREAT way to serve 

your congregation!  To sign 
up, click on the click on the Ways to ServeWays to Serve  
box on the front page of the box on the front page of the 
website and then on website and then on Coffee Coffee 
HourHour box.  box.  or by contacting 
Kim Davis (248-613-4200).

Altar Flowers Altar Flowers 
Sign up now for either Altar or Lectern Sign up now for either Altar or Lectern 
flowers in the Sanctuary or the Chapel.flowers in the Sanctuary or the Chapel.  
Click on the Click on the Ways to ServeWays to Serve box  box 
on the front page of the on the front page of the 
website and then on website and then on Altar Altar 
FlowersFlowers box. box.

$55  Sanctuary Altar$55  Sanctuary Altar
$50  Chapel Altar$50  Chapel Altar
$45  Lectern flowers$45  Lectern flowers

Missed Church?
If you are unable to attend church on Sun-
day morning, here’s some options to en-
rich yourself in our worship services.
• Watch our 10:30am worship service 

LIVE wherever you are at www.vimeo.
com/RedeemerBirmingham.  If you 
can’t watch it LIVE you can go online 
anytime to watch recent or past ser-
vices on demand.

• Monday night worship in the Chapel at 
7:00pm.

• Watch your local cable provider’s com-
munity station. Bloomfield Commu-
nity Television provides Government 
and Community Access programing on 
Comcast: 18 & 15, WOW: 18 & 10, and 
on AT&T’s Uverse: channel 99 for resi-
dents of Bloomfield Township, Bloom-
field Hills, Birmingham, Beverly Hills, 
Bingham Farms & Franklin.  Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer’s service (for 
the prior week) can be seen at 3pm on 
these channels.

• Listen to a past Podcast on www.lu-
theranchurch.podbean.com.

• CD & DVD’s of prior weeks services 
are available though the church office 
248-644-4010 for a nominal fee.

Go to Go to redeemerbirmingham.orgredeemerbirmingham.org  
and click the “GIVE” boxand click the “GIVE” box

or scan this QR Code to be taken to or scan this QR Code to be taken to 
the giving page!the giving page!

GivingGivingShelbyNEXTShelbyNEXT

2023 OFFERING Envelope Update!
In an effort to reduce costs, as of January 1, 2023, no more 
Mission or Seminarian Fund envelopes will be included in 
your monthly envelope packet. This will allow any money 
donated to those funds, to go 100% to these funds (as 
opposed to paying the cost of the envelopes). If you wish 
to donate to these funds, you can simply note in the 
memo of your check the intended fund or place cash in 
a labeled envelope. 

New in 2023!
You will have the 
opportunity to recieve 
“SPECIAL ENVELOPES” 
ONLY, (ie. Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Lent envelopes) 
in your monthly envelope 
packet.  If you give regularly 
online, you will AUTOMATICALLY be  receiving “SPECIAL 
ENVELOPES” ONLY on a monthly basis!   As always, if you 
wish to receive NO monthly envelopes (including special 
envelopes) please let the church office know.
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A Christmas Auction for Sacred SpaceA Christmas Auction for Sacred Space
Sunday, December 4 to Sunday, December 11 Sunday, December 4 to Sunday, December 11 
including Advent by Candlelight on December 6including Advent by Candlelight on December 6

All new items have been hand-crafted for this holiday auction to All new items have been hand-crafted for this holiday auction to 
benefit our Sacred Space.  In addition, some of the most popular benefit our Sacred Space.  In addition, some of the most popular 
items from the May auction have been included.  Each item is items from the May auction have been included.  Each item is 
hand crafted from reclaimed wood and copper and represents a unique piece of hand crafted from reclaimed wood and copper and represents a unique piece of 
Redeemer history!  A sampling of the auction items include:Redeemer history!  A sampling of the auction items include:
• • a unique one-of-a-kind wooden “sleigh table” inspired by a bed and a unique one-of-a-kind wooden “sleigh table” inspired by a bed and 

breakfast in Stowe Vt.breakfast in Stowe Vt.
• • a Christmas Village complete with a variety of houses, church, school house, a Christmas Village complete with a variety of houses, church, school house, 

covered bridge and barn covered bridge and barn 
• • a hand cut and formed three dimensional copper rose inspired by the Luther a hand cut and formed three dimensional copper rose inspired by the Luther 

RoseRose
• • a series of candle sets with Christmas cutouts featuring Redeemer, the a series of candle sets with Christmas cutouts featuring Redeemer, the 

Bethlehem star and Christmas treesBethlehem star and Christmas trees
• • lanterns created from organ pipes with Christmas cutouts of a church, tree, lanterns created from organ pipes with Christmas cutouts of a church, tree, 

star and heartsstar and hearts
• • a whimsical hand painted St. Nicholas oak wall hanginga whimsical hand painted St. Nicholas oak wall hanging
• • and of course the very popular charcuterie boards, steeple copper boxes and and of course the very popular charcuterie boards, steeple copper boxes and 

“Ecclesiastes, cord of three strands” crosses.“Ecclesiastes, cord of three strands” crosses.
All these items will be on display in the town square during coffee hour on All these items will be on display in the town square during coffee hour on 
December 4 and 11 and the evening of Advent by Candlelight, December 6.  December 4 and 11 and the evening of Advent by Candlelight, December 6.  
Shop for a friend, a loved one or shop for yourself!  Remember, your gift will Shop for a friend, a loved one or shop for yourself!  Remember, your gift will 
benefit Redeemer and His Sacred Space.benefit Redeemer and His Sacred Space.

ALL PROCEEDS GO THE SACRED SPACE
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St. Lucia Girls!  
We are in need of girls, dressed 
in their Christmas best, to carry 
the Christmas candle to the 
altar for each of our Christmas 
Eve services – Saturday 12/24 
at 10am, 4pm, & 8pm.  If you 
have a young daughter who is interested in being a 
St. Lucia girl at one of the services, please sign up 
on the church website or contact the church office 
(office@redeemerbirmingham.org).  A chime ringer 
for that portion of the service is also needed.  It is 
VERY easy – no experience necessary!  Sign up on 
the website or contact the church office.

Family Advent 
Candle 

Lighting!  
Family Advent Candle 
Lighting!  It has been a long-
standing tradition at Redeemer 
for families to participate in our Advent worship 
services by lighting the Advent wreath candles 
together.  Each Sunday in Advent (12/4, 12/11, 
12/18), we need a family to light the Advent wreath 
candles during 9am services and the 10:30am 
services.  Families of any shape and size can do this 
– young families, couples, parents with their adult 
children, and beyond!  If your family is interested, 
please sign up via the church website.  Contact 
Laura Vowell (laura@redeemerbirmingham.org) 
with questions or for more information. 

Breakfast with Santa!  
Join us for a fun meal of 
pancakes, sausage, bacon, 
eggs, bagels, & more!  PLUS… 
a visit from Santa!  It all 
happens on Christmas Eve 
(Saturday 12/24) in the Gym, 
following 10am worship.  
Please sign up via the church 
website.  You don’t have to 
have kids to come and enjoy 
the magic of the morning!  Contact Pastor Randy 
with questions or for more information!

ADVENT DEVOTIONALADVENT DEVOTIONAL
If you would like a daily devotional to If you would like a daily devotional to 
follow throughout the Advent season, follow throughout the Advent season, 
pick up one of our Advent Devotional pick up one of our Advent Devotional 
Books available Books available 
around the building around the building 
or view online on or view online on 
the main page of the main page of 
our website.  Our our website.  Our 
book this year was book this year was 
written by our written by our 
very own member, very own member, 
Marilyn Staargaard.Marilyn Staargaard.

2022 Advent 2022 Advent 
Worship ScheduleWorship Schedule

Sunday Worship ServicesSunday Worship Services  
8:00am Chapel; 9:00/10:30 Sanctuary8:00am Chapel; 9:00/10:30 Sanctuary

December 4December 4  - Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30am- Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30am
Rutter Gloria! and special chandelier presentationRutter Gloria! and special chandelier presentation

December 11December 11  - Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30am- Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30am
 Pastor Randy’s Jesse Tree giveaway; “Toys, Joy and a Baby Boy”   Pastor Randy’s Jesse Tree giveaway; “Toys, Joy and a Baby Boy”  

Jesus’ Birthday Party after the 10:30 amJesus’ Birthday Party after the 10:30 am
December 18December 18 - Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30 am - Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30 am

Lessons & Carols - 9:00 & 10:30 amLessons & Carols - 9:00 & 10:30 am

Saturday, December 24 - Traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight and Carols - 10:00 am, 4:00 & 8:00 pm

Santa Breakfast after 10:00 am service
You don’t have to have kids to come and enjoy the magic of the 

morning!

December 25December 25  - Worship Service - 10:30 am only- Worship Service - 10:30 am only
January 1January 1   -  Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30 am -  Worship Service - 8:00, 9:00 & 10:30 am

Monday Night Worship ServicesMonday Night Worship Services  
7:00 pm in Chapel7:00 pm in Chapel
December 5, 12, 19December 5, 12, 19

No Monday night worship December 26 & January 2No Monday night worship December 26 & January 2
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Winners for Redeemer’s Christmas card contest

Sara Ilitch

Mikey Kamm

Enzo Zuliani

Nora Springer
Lexi Calvaneso
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TOYS, JOY & 
A BABY BOY!

Sunday, December 11th
during the 10:30 worship service

  
Want to give to those less fortunate than you?  

Want to be part of telling 
the Nativity story?  Want 
to go to a BIRTHDAY 
PARTY!  You’re invited to 
an event that has it all!  
Parents, kids, and teens 
are needed the morning 
of Sunday, December 
11th.  

During the 10:30am service, 
we’ll process in with toys for kids 
in need and then tell the story 
of Jesus’ birth through song 
and theater – there’s a role for 
every age group!  Then directly 
following worship, we’ll have 
a birthday party for Jesus with 

l u n c h , 
g a m e s , 
and crafts!  Sign up on the 
church website!  Contact 
Laura Vowell (laura@
r e d e e m e r b i r m i n g h a m .
org) or Nicole Olds (nolds@
redeemerbirmingham.
org) with questions.

Shain Park Nativity
The life-size Nativity now on display in 
Birmingham’s Shain Park is once again 
sponsored by Redeemer, Our Shepherd 
and Ascension of Christ Lutheran Churches. 
Jointly purchased and first displayed in 2006, 
this is a demonstration of your mission dollars 
at work and is intended to share the message 
of Christ’s birth in a meaningful and visible 
way. We thank God for your support of His 
mission and for this opportunity to witness to 
the community. Drive by and take a look – it’s 
on the east side of the park across from City 
Hall.

Christmas Buttons
For the past number of years, Redeemer 
has provided its members and their friends 
with visible means to proclaim the birth of 
Christ.  This year’s Christmas buttons are of 
a “vintage” variety – buttons, generously 
provided by an anonymous donor, that 
remained from past years’ versions. You can 
pick them up in the Town Square, by the 
chapel, and in the narthex.  Feel free to take 

some for yourself and others to 
share with friends, and may God 
richly bless your proclamation 
of our Savior’s birth!

TOYS

JOY

A BABY 
BOY

VINTAGE CHRISTMAS BUTTONS
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December 6
Advent by Candlelight

December 8
The Birmingham Musical 

Christmas Concert 

December 10
Langsford Men’s Christmas 

Concert

December 11
Birmingham Concert Band 

Holiday Concert & Reception

December 11
Toys, Joy and Baby Boy

Jesus Birthday Party

December 13
The Musicale of Detroit 

Christmas Concert & Luncheon 

December 13
Christmas Whispers

December 14
Leadership Team Meeting

December 17
Salvation Army Band 

Christmas Concert

December 18
Lessons & Carols

December 24
Christmas Eve Services

10am, 4pm, 8pm

December 25
Christmas Day Service 

10:30am

December 26
Church Building Closed

No Monday Night Service

December 31
 No New Year’s Eve Service

For a full list of all church events
go to our website.

www.redeemerbirmingham.org

SONSHINE GREETER VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDSONSHINE GREETER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sonshine Greeters - Redeemer has a wonderful tradition of Sonshine Greeters - Redeemer has a wonderful tradition of 
celebrating our 80+ year old members on their birthday with a celebrating our 80+ year old members on their birthday with a 
card, visit and a small gift. Cards, flowers and gifts are purchased card, visit and a small gift. Cards, flowers and gifts are purchased 
by the church, cards and gifts can get picked up at the church office by the church, cards and gifts can get picked up at the church office 
and flowers are picked up just down the street at Thrifty’s. Some of and flowers are picked up just down the street at Thrifty’s. Some of 
our seniors just want a card mailed to them and some want a visit. our seniors just want a card mailed to them and some want a visit. 
It is a wonderful ministry and we would love you to be a part of it! It is a wonderful ministry and we would love you to be a part of it! 
Contact Cherisse Baetz for more information 248-646-7359.Contact Cherisse Baetz for more information 248-646-7359.

ALTAR GUILD TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED!
THE ALTAR GUILD MINISTRY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR:THE ALTAR GUILD MINISTRY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR:
• • Setting up the Sanctuary and Chapel for WorshipSetting up the Sanctuary and Chapel for Worship
• • Preparing the Altar with the Sacrament of CommunionPreparing the Altar with the Sacrament of Communion
• • Filling the Altar candles Filling the Altar candles 
• • Assisting with tidying the pews in the Sanctuary and Chapel.Assisting with tidying the pews in the Sanctuary and Chapel.

TYPICALLY, AN ALTAR GUILD MEMBER:TYPICALLY, AN ALTAR GUILD MEMBER:
• • Serves with others on a “team” that serves once every six Serves with others on a “team” that serves once every six 

months, twice a year.months, twice a year.
• • Each of the six “teams” is headed with a team leader who Each of the six “teams” is headed with a team leader who 

works with the team to create a schedule, so each Sunday/works with the team to create a schedule, so each Sunday/
Monday of their assigned month is covered.Monday of their assigned month is covered.

• • Generally, no individual team member serves every week of Generally, no individual team member serves every week of 
their assigned month.their assigned month.

• • Team members normally do not work alone in carrying out Team members normally do not work alone in carrying out 
their duties. their duties. 

Use your gift of helping (1 Corinthians 12:28) to be a part of this Use your gift of helping (1 Corinthians 12:28) to be a part of this 
Sacred Trust – we’d love to have you! Please contact Kathy Eley at Sacred Trust – we’d love to have you! Please contact Kathy Eley at 
248-914-0483/kreley43@gmail.com or Beth Greenwalt at 248-248-914-0483/kreley43@gmail.com or Beth Greenwalt at 248-
872-5585 / b.greenwalt@comcast.net if you are interested.872-5585 / b.greenwalt@comcast.net if you are interested.

RUMMAGE SALE 
IS BACK!

March 10-12th, 2023
SAVE YOUR 

TREASURES!
More information coming soon!!!

Opportunities to Participate
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Senior MinistrySenior Ministry
Faithful Friends Faithful Friends 
Prepare For Prepare For 
Advent!Advent!
It’s an exciting time It’s an exciting time 

of year no matter of year no matter 
where you are or what you’re doing. where you are or what you’re doing. 

The most incredible miracle which ever happened The most incredible miracle which ever happened 
returns to us again this December, and it has come to returns to us again this December, and it has come to 
bring Joy, Peace and Love into your heart and soul. It’s a bring Joy, Peace and Love into your heart and soul. It’s a 
time of celebration and gratitude because our Lord and time of celebration and gratitude because our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, left His bliss in Paradise to love us, Savior, Jesus Christ, left His bliss in Paradise to love us, 
save us and open the Gates of Heaven so we can be with save us and open the Gates of Heaven so we can be with 
Him forever! Every week in December, the Prayer Chain Him forever! Every week in December, the Prayer Chain 
will focus on a traditional, sacred Christmas Hymn we will focus on a traditional, sacred Christmas Hymn we 
all know and love. Watch for the Prayer Chain for your all know and love. Watch for the Prayer Chain for your 
favorite hymn.favorite hymn.

“Away In A Manger““Away In A Manger“
“Away in a manger, no crib for His head, the little Lord “Away in a manger, no crib for His head, the little Lord 
Jesus lays down His sweet head”  Do you remember Jesus lays down His sweet head”  Do you remember 
memorizing this sweetest of Christmas Hymns for the memorizing this sweetest of Christmas Hymns for the 
church Christmas Pageant? Perhaps you were an angel church Christmas Pageant? Perhaps you were an angel 
or a sheep, and you walked down that long aisle with or a sheep, and you walked down that long aisle with 
Gramma and Grampa beaming at you?  It was simple Gramma and Grampa beaming at you?  It was simple 
and tender and preciously pure, exactly like the Baby in and tender and preciously pure, exactly like the Baby in 
the manger of straw.  No trumpet crescendos, no blaze the manger of straw.  No trumpet crescendos, no blaze 
of glory.  Just innocent, humble, unadorned.  He didn’t of glory.  Just innocent, humble, unadorned.  He didn’t 
come wrapped in a twinkling bow, or swaddled with a come wrapped in a twinkling bow, or swaddled with a 
little blue beanie.  All He wants from us is our simple, little blue beanie.  All He wants from us is our simple, 
sincere faith.  Take some moments when His calm covers sincere faith.  Take some moments when His calm covers 
you, and return to your private little manger wrapped you, and return to your private little manger wrapped 
in His Love.  “I Love Thee Lord Jesus, look down from in His Love.  “I Love Thee Lord Jesus, look down from 
above, and stay by my cradle till morning has come.”above, and stay by my cradle till morning has come.”

Faithful Friends is a unique ministry dedicated to Faithful Friends is a unique ministry dedicated to 
reaching out to our special Senior members who are reaching out to our special Senior members who are 
home bound or reside in an assisted living complex.  home bound or reside in an assisted living complex.  
If you’d like to become involved with this ministry – If you’d like to become involved with this ministry – 
contact one of our committee members.contact one of our committee members.
Have a Joyous Christmas Season - your Faithful Friends Have a Joyous Christmas Season - your Faithful Friends 
Ministry Team at RedeemerMinistry Team at Redeemer
  

Gary Priskorn, Pam Tyndall, Marilyn Staargaard and Gary Priskorn, Pam Tyndall, Marilyn Staargaard and 
Diane JohnsDiane Johns

PRIME TIMERS EVENT 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH 

The Prime Timer’s group has 
planned a fun-filled afternoon 
of entertainment, laughter and 
fellowship for adults of all ages on 
Sunday, February 5th, from 3:00-
5:30 p.m. in the Great Room. 
Featured will be Mark Tripp’s 
Magicomedy, a comedy magic show that’s 
been shared at banquets, country clubs, 
cruise lines and comedy clubs nationwide. 
Mark brings a background in stand-up 
comedy, theater, and teaching science. This 
is not your normal magic show – it’s a 45 
minute hilarious, audience interactive ride 
filled with music, mystery and mayhem 
that will leave you in stitches! The show 
will begin at 3:15 p.m. and will be followed 
by a meal of Chicken Shack chicken, etc. 
around 4:30 p.m. A freewill donation will be 
received.  Please sign up on the Town Square 
bulletin board or call the church office (248-
644-4010) by January 30th.  Join us for lots 
of laughter and fun – a great way to spend a 
winter afternoon! Questions? Contact Gary 
Priskorn.

Wednesday Lunch & Worship Wednesday Lunch & Worship 
January 18thJanuary 18th

All are invited to join us for our next All are invited to join us for our next 
“Wednesday Lunch & Worship” on January “Wednesday Lunch & Worship” on January 
18th beginning at 12 noon in the Great 18th beginning at 12 noon in the Great 
Room.  Another delicious lunch will again Room.  Another delicious lunch will again 
be provided by Michele Margosian, and this be provided by Michele Margosian, and this 
month’s menu will feature potato pancakes month’s menu will feature potato pancakes 
and pork schnitzel.  After the meal, we will and pork schnitzel.  After the meal, we will 
move into the chapel for a brief worship move into the chapel for a brief worship 
service with Holy Communion. Please call 
the church office (248-644-4010) by January 
16th if you’re joining us for lunch. Also, if 
you are in need of transportation, let the 
office know and we’ll do our best to assist. 
Questions? Contact Gary Priskorn at the 
number listed above.  

Next Lunch & Worship is February 15th
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High School MinistryHigh School Ministry
RYG =Redeemer Youth GroupRYG =Redeemer Youth Group

ALWAYS
CHECK INSTAGRAM 

FOR ANY 
EVENTS AND 

SCHEDULE CHANGES

“redeemer_y00th”“redeemer_y00th”

RYG Schedule
Sunday’s at 7pm
December 4, 11, 18

RYG Core GroupRYG Core Group
Wednesdays in December

6:00-8:00pm
7th, 14th, 21st 

RYG meets in the Youth Room 
Questions? contact Gia or Eric.

DECEMBER 12
FAMILY OF GODFAMILY OF GOD

5-8 pm5-8 pm
Future DatesFuture Dates

RYG cooks and serves on the 
2nd Monday of the Month

Come join us to help othersCome join us to help others

Sunday Nights for 
Bible Study and 
some fun events!

Fellowship Breakfast Hosted by Men’s Ministry
Saturday, January 28th 
Men and women of all ages are invited to join us for our next Fellowship 
Breakfast hosted by Men’s Ministry on Saturday, January 28th, 8:00 – 
10:00 a.m. in the Great Room. A hearty breakfast is served at 8:00 a.m. 
and the program begins at 8:45 a.m. Our special guest presenter will 
once again be Pastor Ron Farah, whose topic will be “Transitions – Life 
Changes that Affect Us, Our Families and Friends”.  It promises to be a 
thought-provoking and informative morning as always. Please sign up 
by January 23rd on the Town Square bulletin board or call/email Gary 
Priskorn (248-644-4010 ext.123/gpriskorn@redeemerbirmingham.
org).

Men’s ministryMen’s ministry
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DECEMBER 12

How do I view our 
Vimeo/Livestream 
services or events 
LIVE?
1. Go to the church website 
   www.redeemerbirmingham.org

2. Click the Vimeo/Livestream square on 
the front page of the website to access 
Redeemer’s Vimeo Profile page.  

3. You can also go to www.vimeo.com/
redeemerbirmingham or use the Vimeo app

4. Click on the video that has the LIVE indicator 
in the bottom right corner, keep in mind it 
MAY NOT be the first video.  LIVE

IMPORTANT NOTE: When viewing on smartphone 
or tablet:  Right below the church description, 
select the word VIDEO to watch the current live 
video and ABOUT to learn more about Redeemer. 
You can watch PAST VIDEOS under the Showcase 
option.
How do I watch past services or other 
videos?
1. Go to Redeemer’s Profile page. (see the left)

2. If the service date doesn’t appear as one of 
the videos, click the word “Showcases” to 
the left or scroll down if on your phone or 
tablet.

2. This will take you to “Redeemer’s Showcase 
Page” where you can view all of Redeemer’s 
different videos. These categories showcase 
videos like: 2021/2022 past worship services, 
past fellowship events, funerals, past picture 
videos shown during covid, past Kamp videos, 
Christmas pageants and so much more.

Please feel free to call the church office if you are 
having trouble viewing any videos.

Watch online on our Vimeo Profile pageWatch online on our Vimeo Profile page

NOTE: NOTE:  If you are having a difficult time hearing the audio on 
vimeo, press the closed-caption option to READ what 
is being said.  The closed caption button is the CC (in a 

box) on the lower right of the screen

When coming to any mid-week events 
at Redeemer, please use the TOWN 

SQUARE WEST ENTRANCE DOORS ONLY.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
As a kind gesture to our community, we have invited 
our local police officers to join us at coffee hour on 
Sunday mornings. You may have noticed their 
presence the past couple of Sundays. 
Please make them feel welcome 
and express your gratitude for 
all they do to keep our 
community safe.

ITTY-BITTY BUDDY BAGS ARE BACK!!!
Welcome, little ones, to Redeemer!  Learn about 
Jesus while you sit in church with mommy and daddy 
by borrowing an Itty-Bitty Buddy Bag for babies and 
toddlers. Filled with soft toys, books and cuddly things, 
you can learn to listen, watch and participate in the 
service. Please return used bags to Nicole Olds’ office 
after the service.  If you want to play and make a lot of 
noise, we have a nursery just for you with lots of toys. 
Welcome, little ones! 



14 DECEMBER Lamp

Welcome NEW MEMBERSWelcome NEW MEMBERS
Christine Atesian (with children, Sofie & William)
Christine discovered Redeemer through Our Shepherd Lutheran School where Sofie attends 1st grade.  
She was looking for a church close to home that taught parallel themes and similar values that Sofie was 
learning at school.  William also attends our Westmaple Nursery School!  Christine is stay-at-home mom 
and an interior designer.  In her spare time, she enjoys golfing, boating, and fitness.  She also attends the 
Positive Parenting meetings, as well as Women’s Bible Study.  Sofie and William like swimming, tennis, 
and playing the piano!  

Jonathan Behr
Jonathan was introduced to Redeemer through his girlfriend, Maria Nehan, as 
they came to worship together.  He has a Lutheran background as a previous 
member of Cross of Christ Lutheran Church where he was baptized and 
confirmed.  Jonathan works as an engineer, and in his spare time he enjoys 
running, hiking, fishing, and working on cars.

Andrea Calvaneso (with children, Alexandra, Franco, & Lucia)
Andrea came to Redeemer through Westmaple Nursery School, where Franco attends preschool.  She 
started attending the Positive Parenting meetings and attending worship and fell in love with the church!  

Andrea enjoys being a stay-at-home mom (she is also expecting 
her 4th child!)  In her free time, she likes to work out, read, and 
spend time outdoors.  Alexandra, Franco, and Lucia enjoy time 
outside, coloring, building with toys, and music!  

Heather Calvaneso (with children, Alivia, Austyn, & 
Amelia)

Heather and her family desired a feeling of “home” and a 
sense of community in a church – and they were glad to find 
Redeemer!  Heather enjoys being a stay-at-home mom and in 
her free time she likes to garden, host family parties, and doing 
projects around the house.  Alivia, Austyn, and Amelia like to 
play outside with their cousins and friends.  They also enjoy 

school during the week and Sunday School on Sunday mornings!  

SAY....

Pictured from left to right: Heather Calvaneso, 
Lexi Calvaneso and Andrea Calvaneso

and make them all 
feel welcome!
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The Klow Family – Chris, Katre, Jonah, & Noelle
Chris and Katre learned about Redeemer through Our Shepherd 
Lutheran School, where Jonah attends 3rd grade.  After visiting, 
they really enjoyed our worship services and thought our ministries 
were a good fit for their family, so they decided to become 
members!  Chris is the owner of Atlas Systems, Inc. and Katre is a 
stay-at-home mom.  In their free time, Chris and Katre enjoy golf, 
dining out, music, and art.  They also enjoy traveling and spending 
time together with their children.  Katre has also been attending 
the Positive Parenting meetings!  Jonah and Noelle like to ski, read, and play golf & tennis.

Steve Krieger & Meredith Milinko
Steve and Meredith are engaged and plan to get married in May 
2023!  They were looking for a Lutheran Church closer to home, and 
they attended a friend’s wedding at Redeemer.  They really enjoyed 
the wedding ceremony and our culture, so they started attending 
worship!  Steve and Meredith enjoy hiking with their dog, Tilly.  They 
also like to try different restaurants and travel together.  Steve is a 
mortgage underwriter.  He is also a sports and car enthusiast and in 
his spare time, he plays hockey in a recreational league!  Meredith 
enjoys her work as a Board-Certified Behavior Analyst, and in her free 
time, she likes to spend time with friends and family.

Erin Mortenson (and children, Sylvia & Henry)
Redeemer is right in Erin’s neighborhood, so she decided to try it out.  
She felt a connection to our congregation and has been attending 
regularly with her husband and children!  Erin works as an attorney, 
and during her spare time, she likes to cook, bake, and entertain.  Erin 
and her family attend LOTS of sporting events at the University of 
Michigan!  They also love to travel.  Each summer they try to take a trip 
somewhere new to explore!  Sylvia and Henry enjoy sailing, swimming, 
and crafts!  Erin has been attending the Positive Parenting meetings, as 
well as Women’s Bible Study.  

The SeGraves Family – Steve, Amy, Emily, 
Benji, Brady, Meara

Rick & Sue Helderop

Our organist, Rick, and his 
wife, Sue, as well as the whole 
SeGraves family (Steve has 
been our Director of Music 
Ministry since 2009) are 
officially joining Redeemer!

Welcome to the Family!
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WOMEN’S MINISTRYWOMEN’S MINISTRY
Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s bible study has changed 
direction and we are going to study a 
different author. 

We have decided to pursue a different 
bible study and have chosen The Rock, 
The Road and The Rabbi featuring 
Cathie Lee Gifford as she takes us to the 
Holy Land and we walk the familiar path 
of Jesus Christ. If you would like a study 
guide please let Kitty know. Cost is $8.00.

Please join our circle of women who want 
to know more!

Women’s Book Group
Here is a diversified, thought provoking list of the books we 
will read and discuss in 2023! Our group meets on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 in the Town Square and we 
welcome you to join us.

January 24 1984 by George Orwell 
February 28 A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell
March 28 They Were Christians: The Inspiring Faith of 

Men and Women Who Changed the World by 
Cristobal Krusen

April 25 The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
May 23 The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel
June 27 The Gown by Jennifer Robson
July 25 The Guest Book by Sarah Black
August 22 The Immortal Irishman by Timothy Egan
September 26 The Shoes of the Fisherman by Morris West
October 24 Loving Luther by Allison Pittman
November 28 The Six by Laura Thompson

We will not meet in December but will look forward to the 
New Year and all these glorious books. “So many books, so 
little time!”

THE VICAR IS CERTIFIABLE
BUT YOU KNEW THAT!

 

Actually, this is to let you know that Vicar Jimmy was certified by the 
faculty of Concordia Seminary for the Pastoral Office. 

What does this mean? 
He can accept a call from Redeemer. 

What happens next? 
Redeemer is in the process of submitting the call paperwork to the 
district and will issue a call sometime early next year, probably in 

January, with ordination following in the spring. 

Vicar still has 7 classes to complete the program.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRYWOMEN’S MINISTRY

Remember . . . . 
	Women’s Retreat – March 3 & 4, 2023

Angel Tree Returns! 
Thanks to all you angels who helped the 
families at Grace Center of Hope in 
Pontiac. Bless you for taking tags off the 
tree and purchasing blankets, jammies 
for little ones, snack baskets, tennis 
shoes, warm hats and mittens for adults 
and other hoped for Christmas presents they rarely 
receive. This mission brings out the best in all of 
us from the thoughtful selection of a tag, to the 
generosity in the purchase of a gift and the delivery 
of a bag of “needs and wants” for people struggling 
to be whole. We are blessed to help and honored to 

give. Check the tree for more tags.  There 
are people who need us.  Join 

us on Monday, December 12 
as we bag everything up and 
send it off to Grace in time for 

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 2022 - ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 2022 - Tuesday December, 6th - 6:00pmTuesday December, 6th - 6:00pm

Christmas 
Whispers
December 13, 2022

This evening is for 
women who want a 
spiritual booster shot 
and reminder about the 
meaning of Advent and the 
promise it brings. We tell sto-
ries, share memories, play games 
(fun ones - not hard), and remember 
and rejoice in all things Christmas. 
Bring an appetizer or finger dessert, 
adult beverages will be served in the 
Town Square beginning at 6:00pm. 
Bring a friend or come on your own. 
We are all hoping for the same thing...a 
little time together, a little joy, and the 
sweet anticipation of Christmas. 

“Legacy - The Gift he brings”“Legacy - The Gift he brings”
This evening is beloved by the women of Redeemer and their friends. Come and share the warm 
camaraderie, the candle glow and the story of Christmas told with love and grace by our women. 

They have planned a wonderful and meaningful 
evening for you and if you have not made plans 
to attend please know that you are welcome to 
come and sit at one of our guest tables and enjoy 
the evening with women who want to travel 
the Advent road with peace, love, joy and hope. 
Call Kitty at 248 885-1492 (cell) or 248 644-4010 
x,111 (church) and be seated with us. Tuesday, 
December 6 at 6:00 at Redeemer!

Christmas.

GIFTS ARE DUE IN BY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11!
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The Tuesday Musicale of Detroit (TMD)
is giving a free Joyful Christmas Concert 

in Redeemer’s Sanctuary, December 
13, 2022 at 10:30 am. This is free to 
all! Bonnie L. Brooks will be singing 
classical Christmas songs with Rick 

Helderop accompanying. Dalos Grobe 
will be playing seasonal favorites on our 
Casavante organ. Robyn Meyers, flute 
and Helene Rottenburg, guitar will be 

adding a different light hearted color to 
the program. Bonnie L. Brooks will lead 
a carol Sing-a-long accompanied by Eric 
Winter, the President of TMD. This is a 
wonderful daytime concert to put us in 
the Christmas mood and remind us to 
stop and hear the music of the season!

Following the concert a luncheon will 
be served for all who have reservations. 

Andiamo’s will cater. The menu is 
Chicken Parmesan, Ravioli Palomino, 

Grilled Portabella Mushrooms with Zip 
Sauce, House Salad, Baguettes, Tiramisu, 

Coffee, Tea and Water. The cost is $25 
per person. Please send Bonnie Brooks 
your check, made out to the Tuesday 
Musicale of Detroit, so it is received 

before December 7, 2022!

This is TMD’s Christmas offering to the 
community of The Lutheran Church of 

the Redeemer. Come and bring a friend 
or two.

Featuring Dave Wagner
renowned organist, radio host 

on Redeemer’s newly designed 
Casavant organ!CHR

ISTMAS
CELEBRATIONS!

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  R E D E E M E R

1 8 0 0  W  M A P L E  R O A D ,  B I R M I N G H A M

B I R M I N G H A M  C O N C E R T  B A N D  P R E S E N T S

D E C E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2  A T  3 : 0 0  P M

Bulla: Winterfest  •  Bernotas: A Hanukkah Festival  •  Strauss: Solemn Entry 

Mascagni: Intermezzo  •  Stamp: Psalm 150  •  Rox: I Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas 

Guaraldi/Mendelson: Charlie Brown Christmas  •  Reed: Russian Christmas Music

The BCB Is Under The Direction Of Patrick Jensen

The BCB Celebrates 45 Years of Musical Excellence
We are welcoming new members in all sections.

www.birminghamconcertband.com

The Lutheran Choralaires Men's Choir
 presents their annual Christmas concert:

"Sing To The Lord" 

Saturday December 3rd - 4:00pm
St. John Lutheran Church 

(1011 W. University Dr. Rochester, MI 48307) 

Saturday December 10th - 4:00pm
 Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 
(1345 Gratiot Ave Detroit, MI 48207)

Freewill donations will be taken at the door 
For further information email 
info@lutheranchoralaires.org,

or visit www.lutheranchoralaires.org.
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MUSIC MINISTRYMUSIC MINISTRY

No experience? Can’t read music? The Music Ministry of The Lutheran Church No experience? Can’t read music? The Music Ministry of The Lutheran Church 
of the Redeemer announces an of the Redeemer announces an NEW BELL ENSEMBLE FOR COMPLETE NEW BELL ENSEMBLE FOR COMPLETE 
BEGINNERSBEGINNERS. This ensemble rehearses on the first and third Thursdays . This ensemble rehearses on the first and third Thursdays 
of each month from 7:00 pm to 7:45 pm.  The group rings three of each month from 7:00 pm to 7:45 pm.  The group rings three 
times each season.  No musical skills or abilities are required, and times each season.  No musical skills or abilities are required, and 
this ensemble is focused on learning to read music and ring bells. Anyone this ensemble is focused on learning to read music and ring bells. Anyone 
from 6th grade to adult can join.  For more information, or sign-up, or questions contact from 6th grade to adult can join.  For more information, or sign-up, or questions contact 
Redeemer’s Handbell Director, James Compton (248)396-7635 or JamesCompton@jfcompton.Redeemer’s Handbell Director, James Compton (248)396-7635 or JamesCompton@jfcompton.
com.  Sign up, on the signup sheet on the Bell Room door.  com.  Sign up, on the signup sheet on the Bell Room door.  

Curious about Handbells?

Rutter Gloria!Rutter Gloria!
The Chancel Choir will present John Rutter’s Gloria 
with Brass, Organ, and Percussion at the 9am and 
10:30am services on Sunday, December 4th. If 
you have sung the Gloria in the past, or even if you 
haven’t, if you think you’d like to join the Chancel 
Choir on the Gloria, we invite you to join us in 
rehearsal in the upcoming weeks. Each Wednesday 
night we will rehearse the Gloria in the choir room from 7:30pm until 8pm. Chancel Choir rehearsal 
starts at 6:30pm, and if you want to sing more than just the Gloria you are welcome to join us for that 
first hour as well. Rutter’s Gloria is a wonderful work that will feature Rick Helderop on our wonderful 
new Casavant organ. 

11th annual All Church Broadway Revue
Redeemer is once again putting on a talent show of selections from Broadway musicals featuring the 
members of our church. Participation is open to anyone in the church, whether your talent is vocal or 
instrumental. The date of the event is the evening of Friday, January 20th, with a dress rehearsal on 
Thursday evening, January 19th.  Sign up by contacting Steve SeGraves (stevensegraves@gmail.com).  
Additional run-through times with the band will be arranged in the weeks to come. Your selection must 
be from a Broadway musical, off Broadway or West End. E-mail Steve SeGraves for more information.  

And you if don’t plan to sing but would like to attend on January 20th, dinner will start at 7pm, followed 
by the Revue at 7:30pm. 
There is no charge, but a 
free will offering will be 
gratefully accepted. Show 
Time! Revue
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COUNSELING COUNSELING CENTERCENTER
Redeemer Counseling Center is open and our two 
counselors are available to address your counseling 
needs! Call to set up an appointment soon!
Sandy Pourcho, PHD 
248-568-6040
Anna Lewis, LMSW 
248-224-0383

Pastoral 
Counseling
Rev. Farah at 
248-642-3137

Counseling CornerCounseling Corner
     In the “natural”, as we Christians call it, our world right now can seem pretty tumultuous and hopeless. But, seem pretty tumultuous and hopeless. But, 
the good news is, as Christians we are citizens of Heaven.  As such, I would like to encourage all of us to keep the good news is, as Christians we are citizens of Heaven.  As such, I would like to encourage all of us to keep 
things in a Godly perspective looking to Jesus for guidance. Prayer works! It is miraculous and allows Him to things in a Godly perspective looking to Jesus for guidance. Prayer works! It is miraculous and allows Him to 
move in our lives.move in our lives.
     In my last Lamp article I used the horse adage about how you put away a horse at night (his emotional state)      In my last Lamp article I used the horse adage about how you put away a horse at night (his emotional state) 
is how you will find him in the morning. Same applies to us. The last thought on our mind at night wilis how you will find him in the morning. Same applies to us. The last thought on our mind at night will usually be 
the first thing we again think about in the morning. If we manage our thought life more carefully we can start 
our days in a more positive direction.  For the purpose of this article I would like to talk with you about creating 
more “margin” in your lives.
      Most of us have WAY too much on our plates on a daily basis creating anxiety (pressure to get it all done and 
failing to do so) depression, anger bursts etc.  Please honestly examine your average day and ask yourself and 
God in prayer “What is at least ONE thing I can take off my list today to create more margin (time, breathing 
room) for myself or for the one that needs my attention (example... spouse, child)?” I bet the answer comes 
pretty fast! Then do it! 
     It has been my experience that if we grow a spine or be more intentional and learn to say  “NO Thank You!” 
when asked to do just one more thing that day or decline that dinner invitation, there becomes “margin” for you 
and yours. I remember telling myself many years ago (we have these talks you know!) no one can take better 
care of me than me!! I know what’s best for me, when I’m maxed and what I need. Period.  Same for you.  Only 
you know what you can authentically say No to, in order to create more margin.
     So, during this Christmas season please examine your daily and weekend routine and after prayerful 
consideration let a thing or two drop off from your daily activities and notice how you start feel on the inside?  
Are you more relaxed, joyful, less edgy? Now, you can concentrate more on the real Reason for the season, 
Jesus!   Allow Him to guide you through this Christmas with more margin manifesting as internal peace, joy and 
calmness focusing more on Jesus. 
And finally, be aware, dear ones, that the evil one will try to distract you or shame or guilt you into loading up 
your schedule again to distract you from Jesus.  Don’t fall for it! Remember, “Your enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him! Standing firm. Because you know your brothers and 
sisters around the world are undergoing the same temptations”  I Peter5:8
Come Lord Jesus!
Dr. Sandy Pourcho
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On Friday, November 18th, 2022, 49 women gathered in person (and 
a few via Zoom) for our Fall Event. $8,570 dollars was donated which 
allowed us to fund 20 micro-loans and grants to women through the portals of Kiva, Opportunity International, 
and Healing Hands of Joy. This brings our chapter lifetime stats to $54,782 and 177 direct loans.  Once the loans 
are repaid, the money gets automatically re-invested into new loans for new women. As a result, our impact 
grows exponentially over time. To highlight what this looks like, through Kiva alone, we have already had over 
$35,000 in repayments which has funded a total of 1,289 loans.   We continue to be motivated by the fact that 
our investment into the businesses’ of these women has the opportunity to grow into something so much bigger 
- for not only her, but her family and community as well. 

New to this event, we played a trivia game using kahoot.it as a fun and interactive way to share the history and 
“why” behind the mission of iZōsh. The room was full of laughter and discussion as members and guests, young 
and old, played along and watched their position change on the leader board. 

We also had a raffle in which a lucky guest received a bag from Chikumbuso, a grassroots project in Zambia, with 
the goal of building brighter futures for the women and children of Ng’ombe;  books from award winning authors 
who inspire us with a passionate call to arms against the oppression of women around the globe; and a water 
tumbler from Half the Sky coffee shop.  All purchases made at Half the Sky provide hope and dignity to those 
affected by extreme poverty, trafficking, or addictions locally and globally. You can learn more and support the 
work of these amazing organizations at www.chikumbuso.com and  myhalfofthesky.org.

We were extremely fortunate to have Mallory Brown as our keynote speaker.  
Mallory has traveled to over 60 countries, started two social impact companies, 
published over 40 humanitarian films, and raised hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to fight international poverty.  In her latest endeavor called Walk A 
Mile, Mallory is walking a marathon, one mile at a time, stepping into the 
shoes of 26 impoverished women around the world.  26 miles. 26 women. 26 
stories of strength.  Each "mile" is a fundraiser that benefits a local women's 
charity. We watched mile one about Elizabeth from Tanzania, who started a 
business making clay stoves to solve a major community health crisis caused 
by cooking over open flames indoors. Elizabeth’s story helped us to see how 
something that seems so small, so insignificant, can lead to incredible change! 

We were so inspired by Malloy’s passion for women's empowerment and the lessons she has learned from her 
journey.  She released her latest mile, mile #9, on Giving Tuesday which was on November 29th, 2022. Visit www.
travelmal.com to watch her latest mile as well as all the other miles she has filmed.

As Mallory showed us so beautifully, change begins with a single step. We 
are so grateful for everyone who took that step with us for the first time, or 
maybe the 8th time, at this Event. We hope more like-minded women are 
interested in joining us on this journey to make a difference in the world! We 
are always available to answer any questions you may have or discuss the 
exciting opportunities there are to get more involved with our chapter! Email 
us at izosh.birmingham@gmail.com.

More information can be found on the church website under the  ministries 
- missions tab.

“Last night was 
so inspiring and puts 

everything into perspective…
thank you for including us 

and being part of something so 
meaningful.”

“So inspiring to know 
there are kind people 
on this earth willing to 
help others! Last night 

reminded me there is still 
beauty out there - and 
you ladies are part of 

that.”

“Keep up the amazing 
work - so many of us will 
follow in your footsteps 

and try to carry the torch 
on and spread the word 

about iZōsh!
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Bible Studies in a NutshellBible Studies in a Nutshell

POSITIVE PARENTINGPOSITIVE PARENTING
Please join us for Positive 
Parenting, Redeemer’s weekly 
exploration of parenting ideas 
and strategies.  Throughout 
the school year we meet with 
the goal of furthering our 
spiritual growth, expanding 
our understanding of parenting 
philosophies and finding strength 
in the community of other women. 

In December, we have an abbreviated meeting 
schedule before school breaks begin.  
• We are NOT meeting on the morning of 

Wednesday, December 7th.  Instead, we will 
be gathering as a group the night before, at 
Redeemer’s Advent by Candlelight.  Please join 
us for this special women’s celebration of the 
Christmas season, email Kristin or Victoria to 
RSVP

• We will prepare a meal for the Family of 
God soup kitchen in Detroit on Wednesday, 
December 14th 

In January we will be continuing our discussion and 
exploration of Dr. Becky Kennedy’s new best-selling 
book Good Inside.

Positive Parenting meets Wednesday mornings 
from 9:15 AM - 10:45 AM in the Great Room.  
Childcare for children ages 0-4 is provided in the 
nursery. Every class session stands alone, so feel 
free to join us as you can, no need to sign up in 
advance!  

Contact Victoria Ilitch (victoria.ilitch@gmail.com) 
or Kristin Thompson (kethompson1@gmail.com) 
with questions or for more information.

Adult Bible Study - LibraryAdult Bible Study - Library
 Sundays, after the 9:00am service -   Sundays, after the 9:00am service -  
 Rev. Ron Farah - The book of Daniel Rev. Ron Farah - The book of Daniel
 Tuesdays, 9:30am - Vicar Jim Greenwalt  Tuesdays, 9:30am - Vicar Jim Greenwalt 
 1 Corinthians 1 Corinthians  
Children’s Sunday School - Children’s Sunday School - lower classroomslower classrooms
 Sundays, 10:30am - Nicole Olds Sundays, 10:30am - Nicole Olds

Women’s Bible Study - Great RoomWomen’s Bible Study - Great Room
  Tuesdays, 6:00pm - Kitty Sweitzer - The ChosenTuesdays, 6:00pm - Kitty Sweitzer - The Chosen

Men’s Bible Study - Great RoomMen’s Bible Study - Great Room
  (zoom also available)(zoom also available)
  Wednesdays, 6:45am - Gary Priskorn - RomansWednesdays, 6:45am - Gary Priskorn - Romans

High School Bible Study - Youth RoomHigh School Bible Study - Youth Room
 Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Gia Scheidt Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Gia Scheidt
 Sundays, 7pm - Gia and Eric   Sundays, 7pm - Gia and Eric  

JAMS - Middle School Bible Study andJAMS - Middle School Bible Study and
Confirmation Confirmation 
 Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Laura Vowell  Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Laura Vowell 

For more info on a particular study or how to For more info on a particular study or how to 
attend, contact the names indicated.attend, contact the names indicated.

We opened the doors on September 12th to 105 eager preschoolers 
and even more excited parents! As you may know, Westmaple 
has never advertised! All of our children come from parent 
recommendation/referral. I am convinced that it is because of our 
commitment and faithfulness to Jesus that Westmaple continues to 
prosper.

It is now that time of year when we offer early enrollment for the 
2023/2024 school year to members of Redeemer and returning 
Westmaple families.  If you wish to enroll, please contact the 
director, Patricia Raezler, at (248) 646-5155 or at westmaple@
redeemerbirmingham.org.  Pre-enrollment begins NOW and must 
be completed by December 15, 2022 or you will 
be placed on the bottom of the wait list. PLEASE do 
not delay! We have MANY returning families and we 
already have 26 new families on our waitlist!

WESTMAPLE NURSERY - 2023/2024 school year
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10/1/2022 Joyce Rolf
10/30/2022 Loraine Virginia Cook

10/1/2022 Eric Curtis Leszczynski and 
Lauren Celeste Anton

10/9/2022 Skyler Lynn Patrice Red
  daughter of Timothy and Amanda Red

Pastoral Acts
January 1

New Year’s Day
Sunday Worship Services 

8am, 9am & 10:30am

January 2
Office/Bldg Closed 

No Monday Night Service

January 8
Christmas UnDecorating

January 11
Leadership Team Meeting

January 18
Wednesday Lunch & Worship

January 20
Broadway Revue

January 24
Women’s Book Group

January 25
Board of Elders Meeting

January 28
Men’s Breakfast 

January 31
Cooking with Donna

For a full list of all 
church events

go to our website.www.
redeemerbirmingham.org
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FOR
Customers...Customers...
GET GET them?them?

KEEPKEEP them? them?

GROW GROW them?them?

David KiehleDavid Kiehle
dkiehle@milanmktg.com dkiehle@milanmktg.com  248-877-1058 248-877-1058

ADVERTISE WITH USADVERTISE WITH US

on advertising 
in the Lamp

call the church office
248.644.4010
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Cranbrook Financial 

MARTIN L SCHMIDT, CFP, CLU, ChFC 
Wealth Management Advisor 

 
 

Phone: (248) 244-6051 
Email: marty.schmidt@nm.com 

www.nm.com/martyschmidt  

New

Advertiser
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Sandra L. Pourcho, Ph.D.
Licensed Professional Counselor

  • Grief Therapy
 1800 W. Maple Rd. • Depression & Anxiety
 Birmingham, MI 48009 • Divorce Recovery
 248-568-6040 • EMDR

Mark Kent
Residential, Relocation, and 
Commercial Real Estate Specialist

880 S. Old Woodward Avenue
Birmingham, MI 48009
Mobile: 248-877-5708
Office: 248-646-6200
Fax: 248-646-7216
mkent@hwwbrealtors.com
www.keerealty.com

Kee Realty



December 1December 1
Ella HeidtElla Heidt
Gavin RitterGavin Ritter

December 2December 2
Pat BaskinPat Baskin
Bailey DurhamBailey Durham
Lisa HainesLisa Haines
Lori PolakowskiLori Polakowski
Dylan SloanDylan Sloan
Madeline VautawMadeline Vautaw

December 3December 3
Christopher BanerianChristopher Banerian
Joan BeyerJoan Beyer
Cheri BrydaCheri Bryda
Matthew FithianMatthew Fithian
Makenzie FlynnMakenzie Flynn
Molly RubelMolly Rubel
Molly StapletonMolly Stapleton

December 4December 4
Karl Bushuiakovish Karl Bushuiakovish 
Addison HopkoAddison Hopko
Lydia RolfLydia Rolf
Jonathan SwansonJonathan Swanson
Rebecca TaylorRebecca Taylor
Graham WarwickGraham Warwick

December 5December 5
Robert DeClarkRobert DeClark
Nick EckertNick Eckert
Karen KaselitzKaren Kaselitz
Dean KirilukDean Kiriluk
Heather LewisHeather Lewis
Judy MammelJudy Mammel
Filippa MammelFilippa Mammel
Patricia NehlsPatricia Nehls
Katie Van ScoyKatie Van Scoy

December 6December 6
Hattie FinleyHattie Finley

December 7December 7
George HoldsworthGeorge Holdsworth
Kennedy MiarkaKennedy Miarka

December 8December 8
Sofia Mushovic Sofia Mushovic 
Rick RussRick Russ
Melanie TeahanMelanie Teahan

December 9December 9
Jean RobertsJean Roberts
Claire TafelClaire Tafel
Darby TobarDarby Tobar

December 10December 10
Randy Chioini Randy Chioini 
Tim Holmes Tim Holmes 
Cindy JunkerCindy Junker
Myrna OravaMyrna Orava
Andrea SloanAndrea Sloan

December 11December 11
Andrea ChioiniAndrea Chioini
David DilleyDavid Dilley
Barbi HardoinBarbi Hardoin
Kitty SweitzerKitty Sweitzer
Chrissy TyndallChrissy Tyndall
Daniel Vella, IIIDaniel Vella, III

December 12December 12
Mark LapinskiMark Lapinski

December 13December 13
Andrea CalvanesoAndrea Calvaneso
Pam DundasPam Dundas
Janae GalloJanae Gallo

December 14December 14
Jessica Buechner Jessica Buechner 
Philip ContePhilip Conte
Tom Frey Sr. Tom Frey Sr. 
Anna RubelAnna Rubel
Rick ScheidtRick Scheidt

December 15December 15
Laurie KrentzLaurie Krentz
Margaret McCullochMargaret McCulloch
Rick McDonaldRick McDonald
Jon OenJon Oen
Emerson RettrayEmerson Rettray
Judith TrickJudith Trick

December 16December 16
Rich Hedlund Rich Hedlund 
Antonia RicelliAntonia Ricelli
Emily WroeEmily Wroe

December 17December 17
Roland CheneyRoland Cheney
Chris GallowayChris Galloway

December 18December 18
Julia KiehleJulia Kiehle
Jennifer BeckemanJennifer Beckeman
Melissa BerumenMelissa Berumen
Larry BienkowskiLarry Bienkowski

December 19December 19
Graham ElliottGraham Elliott
Anna O’RourkeAnna O’Rourke
Skip SpeerschneiderSkip Speerschneider

December 20December 20
Isaiah Chuhran Isaiah Chuhran 
Patrick ConnellyPatrick Connelly
Danielle DoyleDanielle Doyle
Bonnie ErneweinBonnie Ernewein
Matthew JacksonMatthew Jackson
John LapinskiJohn Lapinski
Laura ScarbroLaura Scarbro
James SchillerJames Schiller
Travis TuckerTravis Tucker

December 21December 21
Aven BakerAven Baker
Wesley BertschyWesley Bertschy
Melissa HedlundMelissa Hedlund
Brittney KalineBrittney Kaline
Luke KlopcicLuke Klopcic
Chris LagoeChris Lagoe
Sandy SpringerSandy Springer
Kennedy WernerKennedy Werner
Sharon ZimmerSharon Zimmer

December 22December 22
Bradley Banerian Bradley Banerian 
Cheryl Carr Cheryl Carr 
Pam LucasPam Lucas
Hans MaserHans Maser

December23December23
Christine Camp Christine Camp 
Janet KletzliJanet Kletzli
Harvey KurthHarvey Kurth
Kristen NonahalKristen Nonahal

December 24December 24
Richard BerndtRichard Berndt
John HowardJohn Howard

December 25December 25
Owen ClaarOwen Claar
Ember HedlundEmber Hedlund
Gordon MieselGordon Miesel
John SteigengaJohn Steigenga

December 26December 26
Sarah AbrahamSarah Abraham
Maddie BaskinMaddie Baskin
Robbie Esling IVRobbie Esling IV
Kimberly MieselKimberly Miesel

December 27December 27
Elizabeth ReckElizabeth Reck

December 28December 28
Guiliana Chioini Guiliana Chioini 
Jordan KiehleJordan Kiehle
Cynthia Mills-GoodCynthia Mills-Good
Stephanie SpringerStephanie Springer
Aimee SmithAimee Smith

December 29December 29
Joseph AhlquistJoseph Ahlquist
Lorraine AndersonLorraine Anderson
Clara Marks Clara Marks 
Nicole VellaNicole Vella
Kirk VercnockeKirk Vercnocke

December 30December 30
Lynne CobbLynne Cobb
Amy DeBenedictisAmy DeBenedictis
Michelle GalloMichelle Gallo
Jim GroveJim Grove
Lucas MeteerLucas Meteer
Andrew MooreAndrew Moore
Erin SpellerErin Speller

December 31December 31
Robynn Ericsson Robynn Ericsson 
Megan JonesMegan Jones
Mila O’KellyMila O’Kelly
Jeff PrattJeff Pratt
Elizabeth RussElizabeth Russ
Lauren SettecerriLauren Settecerri
Carol WeberCarol Weber


