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Dear Friends in Christ,
When I was a child I would hear people refer to the hot
days of August as the “dog days of summer.” I have to admit, I
did not know what they were talking about. I guess they were
saying that it was so hot that we needed to take a lesson from
our dogs and lay around all day. I thought that was a good idea
and still think it is a good idea today.
It was the Romans that we have to thank for this saying, “dog days of summer.” It was Sirius the “Dog Star” that was the brightest star
in the constellation of Canis Major (Large Dog). The Dog Days of Summer came
between July 24 through August 24. The Romans also would sacrifice a brown dog
to Sirius in an attempt to appease his anger.
We tend to slow down during the dog days of summer. We don’t seem to
accomplish as much when it is so hot. The heat can slow us down. We can become
lethargic and lazy, and if we are not careful, it can slow us down in our spiritual
life also. During those hot Sunday mornings I even see it in your eyes. Some of
you can’t even stay awake. Is it the heat? The boring sermon? Maybe the sermon
is too long! I love this passage from Acts 20:7, On the first day of the week we
came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended
to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. There were many lamps in
the upstairs room where we were meeting. Seated in a window was a young man
named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as
Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he
fell to the ground from the third story and was picked
up dead. Paul went down, threw himself on the young
man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,’
he said. ‘He’s alive!” Then he went upstairs again and
broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left.
The people took the young man home alive and were
greatly comforted.”
continued on page 6
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Worship Schedule

Sundays - 8:00am (Chapel), 9:00, **10:30am (Gym)
Mondays - 7:00pm (Chapel)
** Livestreamed service

PRAYER OF THE MONTH
Eternal God, the refuge of all your children,
in our weakness you are our strength, in our
darkness our light, in our sorrow our comfort
and peace. May we always live in your presence, and serve you in our daily lives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
		
Saint Boniface (675 AD - 754 AD)

For information, updates and photos
of the construction project,
go to www.redeemerbirmingham.org
and select “Sacred Space 2” in the
Menu Bar!
A little Sacred Space humor......

Communion Schedule

1st & 3rd Sundays - Sunday services; 9:00, 10:30am
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays - 8:00am Sunday and Monday 7:00pm

The Stewardship Report
Weekly Averages:
Worship Attendance
Livestream attendance
Communion attendance

June 2021
1033
398
522

June 2020
365
1368
0

Month:
June 2021
Income and Expenses		
Income received
$130,706
Budget requirements
$153,202
General fund expenses
$120,481
YTD Fiscal-year income
$1,613,359
YTD Fiscal-year expenses
$1,471,982

June 2020
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$126,203
$164,260
$91,816
$1,519,201
$1,520,391
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Stewardship Thought
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is
the account of the widow’s
mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a
moving account. Our Lord
praises the seemingly small
gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above
the abundance of gifts given
by the rich, saying, “Truly,
I tell you, this poor widow
has put in more than all of
them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usually where we stop. But
the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had
to live on” (Luke 21:4).
“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything.
She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who
made her and all creatures; who gave her everything she
had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from death,
and the power of the devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament; would continue to do this. He would provide her
with all that she needed for this body and life because
that is the character of the God she had.
But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it
appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted
to give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them
to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us.
We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who
created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the
one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that
God will really give us what we need and desire. We give
small gifts because we are not content with what God has
already given.

spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial
matters far beyond all that done by those under the
Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.
So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide
what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide.
We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12). But you have not
been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in
the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7)!
We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel,
without regard for God who gives us all good gifts,
without generosity for our neighbor who needs us
and our gifts, without supporting the community of
faith in which we live, without care for our spiritual
fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, and without resources for the poor
and needy.
In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves,
hoarding what God has given us only for us. For love
is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the
sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We love because He first
loved us. We give because He has given to us.
Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands,
not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason
your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you
catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest
fall through your fingers to your neighbors – your
family, your friends, your community, your church.

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under
the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons
of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also
heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything
is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the willing
AUGUST Lamp
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OBERAMMERGAU & MUNICH, GERMANY plus
INNSBRUCK, SALZBURG & VIENNA, AUSTRIA
SUMMER 2022 ~ “THE PASSION PLAY” ~ JULY 29 – AUGUST 8, 2022
Nestled in the foothills of the Bavarian
Alps in the quaint & fairytale setting of
MARK your calendars for
the small town of Oberammergau, the
42nd “PASSION PLAY OF CHRIST” will
be staged before nearly three-quarters
of a million visitors during the summer
of 2022. The Passion Play has been
performed one summer every 10 years
						and then some.....
since its inception in the year 1634. In
1632 a terrible plague spread throughout Europe and infested the villagers of Oberammergau. The misery and
death it caused was so great that the townspeople vowed to God that every 10 years they would perform a
play depicting the suffering, death & resurrection of Jesus Christ if God would spare them from further misery
and take the plague away. It is said that after that day, not one more person fell victim to the plague’s suffering
and the people of Oberammergau have fulfilled their promise and continued this special tradition for the past
387 years. Only one time was the play interrupted in the 1940’s during World War II; that is until last year when
COVID struck ~ our modern-day plague!
The citizens of Oberammergau had no choice but to cancel the 2020 presentations. Gratefully, however, as the
world begins to breath and find a path to normalcy, Oberammergau, Germany, Austria and Europe will welcome
us back to witness a truly remarkable event! In the partially open-air theatre, where sky and mountains provide
a stunning backdrop, you will witness the world-renowned spectacle of pageantry, music and drama as the play
depicts Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem, His trial, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. Over 2000
of Oberammergau’s residents participate as actors, musicians, choral ensemble and the staging team of this
masterfully moving & spiritual depiction of Jesus Christ’s final days. Witnessing this performance is an opportunity that only comes around a few times in each of our lifetimes. Redeemer participants have tickets secured
already by our tour liaison at Value Holiday Tours & Alvaro Travel, Inc. Tickets for all 102 performances will sell
out quickly.
After a year-long pause, we are thrilled to announce the new dates for our trip! Twenty travelers have reserved
their place, and there is room for more! If you were contemplating the trip earlier, now you have a second
chance to join us. Consider joining fellow travelers from Redeemer, our extended family and friends for this once
in a lifetime opportunity. Immerse yourself in the rich, spiritual tradition that is OBERAMMERGAU! In addition
to the play, we will be touring Munich and the Bavarian countryside of Germany. Our tour will also take us over
the border into Austria where we will visit Innsbruck (site of 2 Winter Olympic Games), Salzburg (birth town
of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart), the “Lake District” (sites of The Sound of Music – 1964) and beautiful, historic
Vienna. We will explore churches, castles, palaces, have “Dinner with Mozart” in the Baroque Hall of St. Peter’s
Monastery and enjoy the “Mozart & Strauss Concert” in beautiful Schoenbrunn Palace performed by the Palace
Orchestra in Vienna. Surely a memorable tour ~ a trip of a lifetime!
At this time, we are working directly with Jenny Alvaro of Alvaro Travel, Inc. Jenny has assisted us for many years
with our travel experiences and we are glad to have her working with us again. She is working directly with Value
Holiday Tours; VHT has developed our package for Germany & Austria and is coordinating the details in Europe.
For more information contact Leslie Whitfield at 248-330-8685 or email her at whitfield.leslie55@gmail.com.
Itineraries & registration forms are located on the Town Square bulletin board and at the West Entrance “information wall rack.” Mark your calendar for July 29 – August 8, 2022!
4
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this
month
July 31-Aug 6
Redeemer Summer Kamp
August 9
RYG FOG
August 11
RYG Cedar Point Trip
August 18
Men’s BBQ & Golf Outing
August 18 & 25
Summer Jams
RYG Core Group
August 24
Women’s Book Group
August 29
RYG Kick Off Pool Party

For a full list of all
church events
go to our website.
www.redeemerbirmingham.org

Paint a Canvas!

Did you miss the Painting Picnic but still want to paint a canvas??? YOU CAN!
Just grab a blank canvas from the temporary wall in the Town Square and write
your name on the sticker underneath. Take it home, paint it, and return it to
the wall when you’re done! Some of the blank canvas boards are painted a
color… you can take those too! Please contact Laura Vowell (laura@redeemerbirmingham.org) with any questions or for more information.
AUGUST Lamp
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LIBRARY
LIGHTS

As we treasure these last days of summer, we also begin
to focus on back to school and college lists. As you think
of children returning to school, have you thought about
beginning a study yourself or with a group? The library
has a wonderful selection of studies on many topics about the Bible, faith, relationships with God and
others, discipline, worship, character and application of faith in our changing world.
Many are DVD studies which include study guides to help you along the way:
John Eldredge: Moving Mountains: Praying with Passion, Confidence & Authority
Lysa TerKeurst: 12 Women of the Bible: Life Changing Stories for Women Today; Finding I Am
Ray Vander Laan: That the World May Know series 1-16
Priscilla Shirer: Discerning the Voice of God; The Armor of God; Breathe; Gideon; Jonah; Anointed,
Transformed, Redeemed; One in a Million
Andy Stanley: Follow; Guardrails; Faith, Hope & Luck; Twisting the Truth; Irresistible; Right in The Eye;
Why in the World; Discovering God’s Will; Christian: It’s Not What You Think
Beth Moore: Too many to list!
The Men’s Network: Working for the Man Upstairs; The Bible on Trial: Beyond a Reasonable Doubt
Melissa Spoelstra: Elijah: Spiritual Stamina in Every Season
Lee Strobel: The Case for Christ: Investigating the Evidence for Jesus
DVDs not for you? The library has several series of Bible commentaries & other references to aid in your study.

Dig into God’s Word!

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3: 16-17
continued from page 1

Due to lack of storage space,
the library is unable to continue to accept any drop off book
donations at this time. If you
have materials that you want to
donate (books newer than 10
years or DVDs) please contact
Karen Rose at 248-872-0017 or
kroserd@gmail.com prior to
donation. Thank you!
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Why was Eutychus in the window? Was it the dog days of
summer? Was he trying to get a little air? Was Paul’s sermon too
long (the text does say “Paul talked on and on”)? Or too boring? I
don’t know, but that is why we don’t let people sit on the window
openings.
So my advice for the dog days of summer? Don’t stop
coming to worship, we will have the air conditioning on just for
you. Don’t stop reading your Bible. Don’t let your prayer life become lethargic on account of the heat.
As the dog days of summer wind down, it’s time again
for our Homecoming Picnic Sunday. Kim Davis has an exciting
church picnic planned for us on September 12 following the late
service. Our Homecoming Picnic is the perfect event to invite an
unchurched friend to join you. God Bless,
AUGUST Lamp

CounselinG corner

A Scientiﬁc Fact - Joining the music ministry is good for your health.

Music is awash with neurochemical rewards for working up the courage to sing or play, regardless of your age. That musical rush, or “singer’s high,” comes in part through a surge of endorphins. When a singer sings or an instrumentalist plays their instrument they are bathed in
dopamine, a neurotransmitter in the brain that is associated with feelings of pleasure and alertness. Playing or singing music lowers cortisol, a chemical that signals levels of stress. Studies
have found that people who listened to music before surgery were more relaxed and needed
less anesthesia, and afterward they got by with smaller amounts of pain medication. Playing or
singing music also releases serotonin, a neurotransmitter associated with feelings of euphoria
and contentment. Studies have found that group singing releases oxytocin, a chemical that manages anxiety and
stress and, according to McGill University professor Daniel Levitin, enhances feelings of trust and bonding, which
may explain why still more studies have found that singing decreases feelings of depression and loneliness.

Singing Reduces Stress and Pain

Studies have linked singing with a lower heart rate, decreased blood pressure, and reduced stress, according to
Patricia Preston-Roberts, a board-certified music therapist in New York City. She uses song to help patients who
suffer from a variety of psychological and physiological conditions. Several studies have found that singing also
enhances immunity and well-being. One study, conducted at the University of Frankfurt in Germany, found that
choral members had higher levels of immunoglobulin A and cortisol -- markers of enhanced immunity – directly
after they sang Mozart’s “Requiem” as compared to just before. However, simply listening to the music did not
have this effect. You must actually participate to reap the full benefits from the music. Other direct benefits of
singing in a choir or playing an instrument can include improved lung capacity, higher energy, relieved asthma,
better posture, enhanced feelings of relaxation, mood and confidence.

Singing Changes Your Brain

According to a recent article in Time Magazine, when you sing, or play an instrument musical vibrations move
through you, altering your physical and emotional landscape. Group singing, for those who have done it, is the
most exhilarating and transformative of all. It takes something incredibly intimate, a sound that begins inside
you, shares it with a roomful of people and it comes back as something even more thrilling: harmony! What
researchers are beginning to discover is that singing is like an infusion of the perfect tranquilizer, the kind that
both soothes your nerves and elevates your spirits. Study after study has found that singing relieves anxiety and
contributes to quality of life. And there’s even more good news! It doesn’t seem to matter if you’re a gifted musician. Even if you’re not very gifted you still reap the full benefits of participation in a musical ensemble!

Music and Worship

The Bible is full of examples of singing or playing a musical instrument as an expression of worship to God. Music
is a gift from God. Making music to God is a way to return that gift to Him in worship and in praise, and also a way
to help lead others in worship. Be a part of the music ministry at Redeemer and enjoy all the physical, mental, emotional, and especially spiritual benefits of participating.

COUNSELING
CENTER

Redeemer Counseling Center is open and our
three counselors are available to address your
counseling needs! Call to set up an appointment soon!

Sandy Pourcho, PHD 248-568-6040
Anna Lewis, LMSW 248-224-0383
AUGUST Lamp

Music: it does the body good!

SAVE THE DATE
Pathways

August 30th 12 – 2pm in the Great Room
Guest Speaker Anita Schaeffer
Lunch Provided, bring a dessert to share
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Participate in WORSHIP
Special Music Needed
for Summer Services

BE A GREETER!

Greeting! Can you say “good morning”?
Can you shake hands and smile? Do you
have 15 extra minutes on a random Sunday
morning? Are you looking for an easy way
to service your church? Then YOU can do
a very important outreach job… greeting!
Redeemer is looking for volunteers to help
greet at the Town Square doors before the
9am and 10:30am services. Grab a friend
or your family! This is a great, easy way to
get kids involved with serving the congregation. You can sign up on the Town Square
bulletin board or via the church website.
Contact Laura Vowell (laura@redeemerbirmingham.org) with any questions or concerns.

Whether you sing or play an instrument, if you
would be willing to offer your talent to provide
special music for a worship service on a Sunday in
the summer, please contact Steve SeGraves, (stevensegraves@gmail.com or (734) 748-0849)
Now, through Labor Day weekend, individuals will
be needed to help provide this important ministry at Redeemer.

Chancel Choir is Back!!

Rehearsals on Wednesday nights, starting in September.
If you’ve read the article in this Lamp (Counselors
Corner) about the many benefits that come with
singing in a choir you are probably eager to get
started as soon as possible. Well, Redeemer has
great news for you! After what will be a year-anda-half hiatus, the Chancel Choir will be returning
as a regular part of the worship services, starting
in early September!

The big change for the fall is that our rehearsal night has changed from Thursday night to
Wednesday night. The choir will rehearse on
Wednesday nights in the Chapel from 6:30pm to
8pm. We typically sing during worship on most
Coffee Hour is BACK!!!!!! We need volun- Sundays, with the exception of the third Sunday
teers to host coffee hour on Sunday morn- of the month, when Redeemer Praise plays/sings.
ings throughout the year! It doesn’t have
All are welcome, whether or not you have ever
to be anything fancy, and we’ll give you
sung with Chancel Choir before. There is no aueasy-to-follow directions on how to do evdition, and you don’t necessarily need to read
erything! Grab some friends and do it tomusic to be in the choir. We will work with you
gether! What a GREAT way to serve your
whatever your ability. You only need to have the
congregation! You can sign up on the Town
desire to praise God with the gifts He has given
Square bulletin board, or via the church
you.
website. Contact Laura Vowell (laura@redeemerbirmingham.org) with any quesContinued on page 9
tions or concerns.

HOST COFFEE
HOUR!
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Join us...

REDEEMER’s ANNUAL HOMECOMING PICNIC
September 12, 2021 a�er the 10:30 worship

Food and Fun for the whole family!!!
Don’t forget to bring a Guest!!!
More details to come!
2021 ALTAR FLOWERS

Flower signups are located online. Look for
the Altar/Lectern ﬂower signup box on the
front page of our website. If you are unable to signup online, please call or email
the church oﬃce and we can sign you up for
your desired date if you wish. 248-644-4010
or oﬃce@redeemerbirmingham.org

NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP
Welcome to Redeemer’s nursery care on Sunday mornings
at 9:00 and 10:30am. We are currrently located in the Great
Room. We serve children from birth to three years of age.
When kids reach the age of three, they are invited to attend
Sunday School and continue their loving journey. See you on
Sunday!

Sunday School
Summer Sunday School
will continue at the 10:30
service through September 12th. We will kick
off the fall on September 19th!! If you have a
child who is now 3 or are
new to Redeemer please
reach out to Nicole Olds
so you can be added to
our email list. The more
kids the better!!

If you have a son or daughter in Confirmation this fall, we extend a special invitation to you to
sing with the choir while your child is participating in confirmation, as both happen concurrently. Also, in the long history of the Chancel Choir we have had many husbands and wives
participate together in the choir, which is a great opportunity for a couple to minister together
at Redeemer.
Our first rehearsal is on Wednesday night, September 8th at 6:30pm in the Chapel. We hope
to see and hear you then!
AUGUST Lamp
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upcoming
EVENTS
September 6
Labor Day
Office/Building Closed
No Monday Night Service
September 12
Church Homecoming Picnic
Cornerstone Sunday
RYG Road Rally

Become a
New
Ne
w Member
If you are interested in becoming a member of Redeemer,
now you can! We will be resuming our traditional in-person
New Member classes.
Next class will begin October 3 and go for 6 weeks to November 7. New member Orientation is November 14 with a
brunch on November 21.
21. Contact Laura Vowell (laura@redeemerbirmingham.org) with questions or concerns. Come
join us!

September 13
RYG FOG
September 14
Confirmation Orientation Year 1
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
September 15
Confirmation Orientation Year 2
Wednesday Lunch & Worship
September 16
Community Bible Study 1st Day
September 17
Women’s Wine Tasting
September 19
Confirmation Orientation Year 3
1st Day of Sunday School
RYG Putt-Putt
September 22
Confirmation Classes begins
September 26
RYG Bible Study
September 28
Women’s Book Group

For a full list of all
church events
go to our website.
www.redeemerbirmingham.org
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as of June 2021

Donations made to Children’s Ministry
in memory of Leslie Schemm
Andrew & Kimberly Martin
Donations made to Sacred Space in memory of
Rev. Milton Schemm
David & Brenda Hofley
Donations made to Sacred Space in memory of
Rev. Richard Schlak
David & Brenda Hofley
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August 2021 - BIBLE READING PLAN
1

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

2 Chronicles 30:1-31:21 2 Chronicles 32:1-33:13 2 Chronicles 33:14-34:33 2 Chronicles 35:1-36:23
Romans 15:1-22
Romans 15:23-16:9
Romans 16:10-27
1 Corinthians 1:1-17
Psalm 25:1-15
Psalm 25:16-22
Psalm 26:1-12
Psalm 27:1-6
Proverbs 20:13-15
Proverbs 20:16-18
Proverbs 20:19
Proverbs 20:20-21

Ezra 3:1-4:23
1 Corinthians 2:6-3:4
Psalm 28:1-9
Proverbs 20:24-25

Ezra 4:24-6:22
1 Corinthians 3:5-23
Psalm 29:1-11
Proverbs 20:26-27

11

12

Ezra 7:1-8:20
1 Corinthians 4:1-21
Psalm 30:1-12
Proverbs 20:28-30

13

Ezra 8:21-9:15
1 Corinthians 5:1-13
Psalm 31:1-8
Proverbs 21:1-2

14

5

Ezra 1:1-2:70
1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5
Psalm 27:7-14
Proverbs 20:22-23

10

Ezra 10:1-44
1 Corinthians 6:1-20
Psalm 31:9-18
Proverbs 21:3

15

Nehemiah 1:1-3:14
1 Corinthians 7:1-24
Psalm 31:19-24
Proverbs 21:4

Nehemiah 3:15-5:13
1 Corinthians 7:25-40
Psalm 32:1-11
Proverbs 21:5-7

Nehemiah 5:14-7:73
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Psalm 33:1-11
Proverbs 21:8-10

Nehemiah 7:73-9:21
1 Corinthians 9:1-18
Psalm 33:12-22
Proverbs 21:11-12

Nehemiah 9:22-10:39
1 Corinthians 9:19-10:13
Psalm 34:1-10
Proverbs 21:13

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

27

28

Nehemiah 11:1-12:26
1 Corinthians 10:14-33
Psalm 34:11-22
Proverbs 21:14-16

21

Job 1:1-3:26
1 Corinthians 14:1-17
Psalm 37:12-29
Proverbs 21:25-26

26

Job 20:1-22:30
2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Psalm 40:11-17
Proverbs 22:2-4

Nehemiah 12:27-13:31
Esther 1:1-3:15
1 Corinthians 11:1-16
1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Psalm 35:1-16
Psalm 35:17-28
Proverbs 21:17-18
Proverbs 21:19-20

Job 4:1-7:21
Job 8:1-11:20
1 Corinthians 14:18-40 1 Corinthians 15:1-28
Psalm 37:30-40
Psalm 38:1-22
Proverbs 21:27
Proverbs 21:28-29

Job 23:1-27:23
2 Corinthians 1:12-2:11
Psalm 41:1-13
Proverbs 22:5-6

Job 28:1-30:31
2 Corinthians 2:12-17
Psalm 42:1-11
Proverbs 22:7

Esther 4:1-7:10
1 Corinthians 12:1-26
Psalm 36:1-12
Proverbs 21:21-22

24

Job 12:1-15:35
1 Corinthians 15:29-58
Psalm 39:1-13
Proverbs 21:30-31

29

Job 31:1-33:33
2 Corinthians 3:1-18
Psalm 43:1-5
Proverbs 22:8-9

Esther 8:1-10:3
1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13
Psalm 37:1-11
Proverbs 21:23-24

25

Job 16:1-19:29
1 Corinthians 16:1-24
Psalm 40:1-10
Proverbs 22:1

30

Job 34:1-36:33
2 Corinthians 4:1-12
Psalm 44:1-8
Proverbs 22:10-12

31

Job 37:1-39:30
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:10
Psalm 44:9-26
Proverbs 22:13

AUGUST Lamp
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The Encounter Tour 2021!

Join New York Times’ best-selling author and speaker Lysa TerKeurst for The
Encounter Tour 2021! During these one night gatherings, we’ll pursue
healing together as we share the hard parts of our stories, dig into
God’s Word, lean in, laugh and remind each other that God’s not finished with us yet. Through prayer, worship, and study, you’re invited to
feel seen and heard at this night of community and belonging. There’s
such a beautiful connection that can happen when we gather together in the middle of what’s breaking our heart. Join Lysa and women
in your community at this special night this Fall! With worship led by
Leanna Crawford, this is sure to be a night you and your friends do not
LYSA TERKEURST
want to miss.
Redeemer Women will join others from across the metropolitan Detroit
area on Wednesday, November 10 at 7:00pm at Brightmoor Church in Novi
to listen to bible teacher Lysa TerKeurst who has inspired us in our study
at Redeemer with her down to earth wisdom and simplicity. We have purchased 15 tickets and will hold one for you if you contact Kitty at misskitty@redeemerbirmingham.org. Tickets are $30.00 each and are for general
admission. We can only hold a ticket that is prepaid. There will be more
information once you sign up on the Women’s Ministry sign up sheet located behind the Town Square kitchen. Tickets must be purchased before
you sign up. Procedure: 1. Call or email Ki�y. 2. Pay for your ticket. 3.
Then, sign up on the bulletin board. Form a carpool with others on the list
or drive yourself. Directions available on purchase. Questions? Call Kitty 248 644-4010 x.111 or email
her. Can’t wait to share this evening with you!

Women’s Ministry Sponsors - Happy Days School Supplies
For the kids at Grace Centers of Hope
Small pack of tissues
Post-it Notes
Glue stick
Pens
#2 pencils
Eraser
Crayons – 16 pack
Colored Pencils
Crayola Washable Markers
One Subject Spiral Notebook (5)
5 Subject Spiral Notebook (1)
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Composition Notebook (2)
1” Three Ring Binder
Pocket folders (4)
Pencil sharpener (small)
Kid scissor
Highlighter
12” ruler
1 Dry Erase Marker – black
Reusable water bo�le
Earbuds – Dollar Store ones work great

The Dollar Store has all of these items. If you can do a complete Supplies set, please do. If not
please contribute any part of the list. We hope to present 20 complete Back-to-School bags to the
children of Grace! Drop items off in Miss Ki�y’s oﬃce! Thank you!
12
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Women’s Book Group

Tuesday, August 24 at 7:30pm the Women’s Book
Group will be sitting in the courtyard reviewing Delia Owen’s best seller Where the Crawdads Sing.
This book is so filled with emotion. Kya, the main
character, is trying to survive by herself, when at
the tender age of six she is abandoned by her alcoholic father and left to herself in a dilapidated
cottage in a North Carolina marsh. She has been
abandoned by those who should teach her, guide
her, protect her and she learns, sometimes the
hard way, to fend for herself. We will talk about
the people she meets, the men who influence
her, and the people who should care about her
but don’t. She learns
life lessons from nature and comes to
grips with her sad
and lonely past. How
does it turn out?
Come and listen….
even if you haven’t
read the book, listening might encourage
you to take a chance
and read it.

September Book Group!

Tuesday, September 28 at 7:30pm! We’re back!
Women’s Book Group would love to have you join us
for a discussion on Bill Browder’s book, Red Notice.
Bill Browder, founder and CEO of Hermitage Capital Management, was the largest foreign investor
in Russia until 2005. Since 2009, when his lawyer,
Sergei Magnitsky, was murdered in prison after uncovering a $230 million fraud committed by Russian
government officials, Browder has been leading a
campaign to expose Russia’s endemic corruption
and human rights abuses. Before founding Hermitage, Browder was vice
president at Salomon
Brothers. He holds a BA
in economics from the
University of Chicago
and an MBA from Stanford Business School.

Women’s Ministry presents a Wine Tasting

Friday, September 17 at 6:00pm at the home of Rose Kiehle. Join sommelier,
Michelle DeHayes, a favorite presentor as she regales us with tales about the
fascinating business of wine making, tasting, pouring, selling, etc. Specific
information regarding which wines Michelle will discuss will be available in
the bulletin. Sign up is necessary and we hope to see you turn out for a fun
evening. Adult beverages and appetizers will be served from 6:00-7:00pm and
Michele will commence at 7:00pm sharp. Cost is $30.00 per person payable
when you sign up. Call Kitty for more information and to register/pay …or sign
up at the Town Square bulletin board.
AUGUST Lamp
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Junior High Ministry

Confirmation 2021/2022!
We are in the process of compiling a list of all our incoming Confirmation students for the fall. Most children are on the Sunday
School roster, but we do not want to miss anyone! If your child
is entering the 6th grade and you would like to enroll him/her
in Confirmation, please contact Laura (laura@redeemerbirmingham.org). She will get you all set up! If you have a child that is older or younger than 6th grade, and you are interested in starting
him/her in the Confirmation program, Laura can help you with
that too!

JAMS = Jesus and Middle School
RYG & JAMS
are going to....
Wednesday,

Au
gust 11th

only

Open to
students
entering
grades 6-12!

$50

Cost includes:
 admission
 travel to and from park
 breakfast
 water bottle for the day
(bring extra $$ for food
and souvenirs)
Forms and Money due
ASAP!

14
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High School Ministry
@redeemer_y00th
updates and photos!

August 29 - Kick-off Pool Party
September 5 - No RYG
September 12 - Road Rally
September 13 - FOG
September 19 - Putt Putt
September 26 - Bible Study

Make sure to follow RYG

on Instagram for event

RYG Sunday nights - 7pm

RYG = Redeemer Youth Group

RYG and JAMS

EVERY Wednesday - 6:00-8:00pm
August 4 - NO MEETING - Kamp!
August 11 - NO MEETING - Cedar Point!
August 18 - Come Join Us!
August 25 - Come Join Us
RYG meets in the Youth Room
for dinner and Bible Study!
JAMS meets on the playground for
dinner, games, and a devotion!
Questions? contact Gia, Eric or Laura V.

AUGUST Lamp

HELP
RYG on
August 9
with
FOG
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MEN’S MINISTRY
Men’s Golf and Barbecue – August 18th

Guys of all ages are invited to join us on Wednesday, August 18th for our
20th annual Men’s BBQ at the Beverly Park Pavilion (Beverly Rd. west of
Southfield). The BBQ begins at 6:00 p.m. with a hearty meal of burgers, brats
and all the fixin’s. Also, an optional 9-hole scramble golf event is planned
for Lincoln Hills at 3:30 p.m. Golf costs, payable that day, are $19 ($13-seniors 55+) and $8 cart. Contact “Golf Commissioner” Walt Sweitzer (248797-2755) with questions and to sign up for golf. There is no charge for the
BBQ – a free will donation will be received. Sign up, by August 13th, also
indicating if you’ll be golfing, can be done on the Town Square bulletin board
or by calling/e-mailing Gary Priskorn at 248-644-4010 ext.123 or gpriskorn@redeemerbirmingham.org.
Join us for a great afternoon of fellowship!

Men’s Ministry News…

Special Presentation – Wednesday, September 8
6:45-7:30 a.m.
• Zoom presentation during Men’s Bible class time by Rev. Steve
Mahlburg, LCMS missionary, who will share about his mission
work in Sri Lanka
• All invited to join us – contact Gary Priskorn for Log-In information
Wednesday morning Men’s Bible Class – 6:45-7:30 a.m.
Study of 2nd Corinthians
• On-site classes resume on Wednesday, September 15th – with coffee, juice, coffee cake
• Zoom format will also continue (assuming technological glitches can be addressed!)
• Contact Gary Priskorn for Log-In information
Saturday morning Men’s Breakfast (open to all)
October 23, 8:00-10:00 a.m. in Great Room
• “The Role of Faith in Recovery” – Jon Duff, presenter
• More details to follow…
Contact Gary Priskorn with questions or for more details on any of these activities…(248-644-4010
ext.123/gpriskorn@redeemerbirmingham.org)

Wednesday Lunch & Worship – September 15th

Praise God! Our Wednesday Lunch & Worship is returning to its pre-Covid format on Wednesday, September
15th! We’ll enjoy a delicious lunch (graciously prepared by Michele Margosian) at 12 noon in the Great Room
and then move to the chapel for a 1:00 p.m. worship service with Holy Communion. All are welcome to join
us for a wonderful meal, the warm fellowship we have so missed, and the opportunity to be fed by Word and
Sacrament. Please call the church office (248-644-4010) by September 13th to let us know you’ll be coming for
lunch. Also, if you need transportation, let the office know and we’ll do our best to assist. We look forward to
having you with us again – invite a friend! Questions? Contact Gary Priskorn at 248-644-4010 ext.123.
16
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PASTORAL

ACTS

FUNERALS

6/9/2021
Sieglinde Domitter
6/12/2021
Conrad A. Knape

WEDDINGS
6/12/2021
James Jeffrey Grove and
Carolyn Christine Adamo

6/14/2021
Robert W. Seeger

6/12/2021
Timothy Woodbridge Buechner and
Joyce Hart Weishaar
6/26/2021
Timothy Michael Paccione and
Hannah Lee Doolin
BAPTISMS
6/13/2021
Adler Dalby Treharne
son of Evan and Annie Treharne

Don’t miss this year’s

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
August 29
after the 10:30 service
AUGUST Lamp
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SUNDAY BIBLE STUDies
The Book of James - Adult Bible study on
Sunday morning continues with Rev. Ron Farah
after the 9:00am service.

DON'T MISS!

Sunday School during
10:30am worship and RYG
on Sundays at 7pm

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDies
Men’s morning Bible Class

- Guys of all

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDies

The Nature of God and Jesus - Adult Bi-

ble Study will begin again Tuesday morning, September 14 at 9:30. We will be looking at the nature
of God and the nature of Jesus. This will entail a
25-question quiz, true, false or both. We will take
the quiz as a valuable learning tool, “no pressure”.
Then we will discuss our answers. It is not clear how
long this will take. This should be a challenging and
interesting Study.

Positive Parenting is moving to Tuesdays

beginning on September 21 from 9:00-11:30am.

Women’s Bible Study - We will continue our

study of “God’s Yellow Light – A Study of What it
Means to Wait Upon the Lord” on Tuesday, August
10, 17 at 6:30pm in the courtyard. Each lesson of
this study is a “stand-alone” and you do not need
a previous lesson to keep up with the group. We
are an easy-going, loving, happy group of ordinary
You’ll be enriched and encouraged by the interac- women looking to learn God’s Word. If you fit this
tion and sharing among the group. Give it a try! description join us and if you don’t, join us anyway.
If you’d like more details, contact Gary Priskorn We are waiting for you.
(group facilitator) at 248.644.4010 ext.123 or Our next In-Depth series will be The Parables of Jegpriskorn@redeemerbirmingham.org.
sus with Matt Williams leading us in six studies conages are cordially invited to join us on Wednesday mornings, 6:45 – 7:30 a.m., for fellowship
and study of Scripture. On-site classes resume on
Wednesday, September 15th – with coffee, juice,
coffee cake (zoom will be available also)

Confirmation Classes
for Middle-Schoolers (grades
6th - 8th) Wednesday evenings
from 6-8pm
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necting the Bible to life and us! Filmed in the Holy
Land, Rocky Mountains, Gloucester Harbor, the California coast and Chicago’s lakefront each volume
consists of historical and cultural background with a
different instructor for each lesson. It is an engaging
and close look at biblical text and its meaning, accurate, encouraging and challenging applications of
the Bible’s message to our lives today. Sounds terrific, doesn’t it? Student study guides are $9.00 and
need to be ordered in advance. Call Kitty at 248644-4010 x.111 or email misskitty@redeemerbirmingham.org. We begin this study on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in the Great Room.
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THURSDAY COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY

Be Still and Know - A STUDY OF REST AND REFUGE by Deb Burma
“Be Still and Know that I am God” Psalm 46:10
Please join COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY for this 8 week study based on Psalm 46:1, 10 as we unpack the
richness and reassurance we find in God’s Word. We will unpack the promises found in Psalm 46 and fulfilled in
Christ. In this 8 week study we will study Psalm 46 in detail, examine stormy situations as we review narratives
from the Gospels where Jesus meets various people in the midst of their turmoil.
Each week’s study is divided in to 5 sections to facilitate a brief, at-home study in preparation for in-class
review and discussion and video segment to help us further study Scripture and apply it to your life.
God’s Word promises that in whatever storm you find yourself, Jesus always comes to you. Don’t worry
if you are not going through a storm in your life right now, you will benefit from this study that will prepare you
for, and help you through, the storms of your life that will surely come your way. Jesus said, “In this world you
will have trouble, but take heart, I have overcome the world.” John 16:32
Read what some reviewers of this study had to say:
 In a world full of hurry and hurt, sorrow and shame, loneliness and indifference, Be Still and
Know speaks to God’s rhythm of presence, peace, and provision throughout life’s storms.
 In this study, we are encouraged to be still before the Lord and rely on Him to be our refuge
in the storm – a perfect message for these challenging times.
 Life can give you many storms that may affect your mental, physical, or even spiritual health.
In Be Still and Know Jesus takes your trembling
hand and leads you to the refuge that can sustain
you in any storm.
Bible Studies in a Nutshell
 In Be Still and Know you will study Psalm 46 in a
compelling, convicting and Christ-centered way in
Adult Bible Study - Library
the quiet places of your heart. You will find comSundays, after the 9:00am service - Rev. Ron Farah
forting words of hope throughout this study.
Tuesdays, 9:30 - Vicar Jim Greenwalt (September)
 This study reminds us to find hope in the promChildren’s Sunday School - various rooms
ises of God’s R.E.S.T.: Refuge in His Ever-present
Strength in Trouble.
Sundays, 10:30am - Nicole Olds
 The time you spend in this study will give you
Women’s Bible Study - Great Room
comfort as you learn from Jesus, our Refuge in the
Tuesdays, 6:30pm - Kitty Sweitzer
storm.
Community Bible Study begins Thursday, September
Men’s Bible Study - via zoom
16th, 9:30-10:30 a.m., with Small Group Discussion
Wednesdays, 6:45am - Gary Priskorn
from 10:30-11 a.m. in the Great Room. Rosemary
High School Bible Study - Youth Room
Ging will lead this 8 week study. For more information
Sundays, 7pm - Gia and Eric (September)
please contact Rosemary at 248-646-4711. ParticiWednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Gia Scheidt
pants will need to purchase the study guide for this
class. The discounted cost for group rate is $13.59.
JAMS - Middle School Bible Study
Checks may be made out to Lutheran Church of the
Conﬁrmation (September)
Redeemer. Please put CBS in the memo line. Please
Wednesdays, 6pm-8pm - Laura Vowell
mail or bring your check to the Church Office at 1800
W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009 or give your
Community Bible Study - (September)
check to Rosemary. You may pick-up your book at
Thursdays, 9:30am - Rosemary Ging
the Church Oﬃce beginning September 7th, if you
would like to study the first lesson before class. OthFor more info on a particular study or how to aterwise, books will be available at the first class, Septend, contact the names indicated.
tember 16.
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Lots of Good News from Camp Restore Detroit

MISSIONS

This summer camp has been bustling with campers from all around the country and from right here at home.
The 9th Precinct community has seen many, many projects accomplished – home repairs, clean-up, blight removal, vacation bible schools, whatever was asked of them. In addition, they tackled many of the CRD campus
projects including a great deal of work on the Redeemer House. The transformations have been awesome.
The white house (now the blue house) has been completely weatherized and work has begun on the interior walls.
The Redeemer House underwent some serious demo
work this summer by our intrepid group of Redeemer
volunteers and the camper groups from Emmanuel
Lutheran, Fort Wayne, IN and Knox Presbyterian, Naperville, IL.

After the demo, the IL and IN groups were able
to completely wrap the house in foam insulation
and install all but one window. We still have our
work cut out for us - last window, doors, siding
and porches - but this was a huge accomplishment.
Two other important pieces of good news came
from camp this summer. First, Mark Kaline, who
has been working with the Detroit Land Bank Authority to secure these properties, shared the good news that a “release of interest” had been approved for
the Community Garden properties. This means that the project has met all the requirements as proposed. The
“Garden of Eatin’” is truly a community garden complete with fruit trees and a “Farmer’s Market” stall. Many of
us at Redeemer have worked on this project and it is such a blessing to see what has been accomplished. Thanks
to all!

And finally, Camp Restore Detroit received The Spirit of Detroit Award with 9th precinct community partners
and organizations for their participation in the G7 Planning and Community Engagement Team. G7 is a cityled project to invest $5 million dollars into the area around 7 Mile Road and Gratiot. To learn more about the
award and the participants involved follow Camp Restore Detroit on Facebook and/or Instagram and request
the newsletter.
20
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Family of God Mission
Omni-channel solutions to clients
Relevant & Personalized advertisements plus
back-end analytics regarding each campaign’s
performance across the channels utilized
Variable direct mail Targeted emails  Audio/
CTV  Social  Cross devise display

David Kiehle

dkiehle@milanmktg.com  248-877-1058

FOG signups are located online. Look
for the FOG signup box on the front
page of our website. If you are unable
to signup online, please call or email
the church oﬃce and we can sign you
up for your desired date if you wish.
Call 248-644-4010 or email
oﬃce@redeemerbirmingham.org

FISH WHERE THE FISH ARE!

ADVERTISE WITH US
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TELL US!

Cranbrook Financial

MARTIN L SCHMIDT, CFP, CLU, ChFC
Wealth Management Advisor

Phone: (248) 244 -6051
Email: marty.schmidt@nm.com
www.nm.com/martyschmidt

of our newsletter

Awesome | Good | Meh | Bad

Click what you think of our newsletter in the email that
included this newsletter! You will be able to answer two
additional questions if you like. If you are reading a paper
copy, send us an email at office@redeemerbirmingham.
org and we will send you the survey.

Mark Kent

Residential, Relocation, and
Commercial Real Estate Specialist
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY Home Services
HWWB, Realtors
880 S. Old Woodward Avenue
Birmingham, MI 48009
Office: 248-646-6200
Mobile: 248-877-5708
Fax: 248-646-7216
mkent@hwwbrealtors.com

www.HWWBRealtors.com

Sandra L. Pourcho, Ph.D.
Licensed Professional Counselor

1800 W. Maple Rd.
Birmingham, MI 48009
248-568-6040

• Grief
• Depression & Anxiety
• Divorce Recovery
• Bipolar
• EMDR

August 12
Andrea Appel
Chase Norman
Nathaniel Schultz
David Snyder
Kelly Teahan
August 13
Kenneth Eisenbraun
Jan Hoge
Kendall Orava
Megan Rettray
Robin Swift
August 1
June Campbell
Sarah Goodwin
Rayna Nadeau
Daniel Reck Jr
August 2
Jordan Held
Jim Rowe
Bill Sinischo
Dominique VanDyke
August 3
Olivia Adams
Sydney Beck
Kathy Eley
Beth Hamada
Debbie Lavoie
Griffin Ortale
Suzanne Stock
August 4
Anna Baranowski
Samuel Cvetanovski
Amanda Helppie
Brooke Lapinski
Dave Malven
August 5
Jordan Davis
Veronica Helppie
Rosemary Scheidt
Timothy Schiller
Jackie Seeger
Lauren Thomas
Laura Vowell

August 6
Julie Buechner
Tyler Glime
Jennifer Kafarski
Amber Silva
Gary Strumolo
Terry Thomas
August 7
Jamie Burstein
Tyler Olds
August 8
Norah Baker
Tracey Papa
August 9
Cameron Friedrich
Krista Mills
August 10
Will Bliss
Daniel Dobring
Michael Ebert
Morgan Gardner
Ted Mabley
Megan Martzolff
Dustin Meyer
Meg Schulte
Karl Storrie
August 11
Christian Durham
Linda Lewis
Margaret Long
Caitlin Rayle

August 14
Rosemary Ging
Giasella Lucas
Sandra Ochalek
Jeanne Vautaw
August 16
Jill Bloom
Casaungra Kaiser
Hannah Millichamp
Ingrid Rhind
Cameron Ritter
Ethan Rosenberg
Sharon Tylenda
Altha Wargelin
Christian Wiegand
August 17
Rosemary Demrick
Tom Gray
Debra Howe
Margaret Loose
Michael O’Donnell
Mario Trescone
Joan Warriner
August 18
Patrick O’Neill
Jacob Schlak
Nathen Stolzenfeld
Andy Teahan
Emily Watkins
Lauren Wroe
Stephen Wroe
August 19
Kristina Lalik

Michelle Lund
Lisa Wesner
August 20
Sara Amos
Natalie Appel
Brad Baldner
Gwendolyn Berumen
Charles Couger
August 21
Kennedy Dorantes
Joanne Greenwalt
Mark Kaline
Julien Maeder
Robert O’Boyle
Jennifer Rass
August 22
Genevieve Doyle
Tom Violante

Trevor Toth
August 27
Raymond Dobring
Jack Falk
August 28
Leah Curcio
Tim Frost
Barb Grattan
London Leischner
Chris Tylenda
Dennis Wilkie
August 29
Douglas Charron
Leilani Jones
Patrick Laramie
Susan McCracken
Emma Schuele

August 23
Jason Ahlquist
Luke Guevara
Dana Nehls
Thomas Scheidt
Stephanie Schlak

August 30
Kaeli Fish
Luciana Pereira
Scott Rhind
Gia Scheidt
Abbey Smith
Kevin Smith

August 24
Dana Bolcer
Kimberly Carr
Eric Rolf
Greg Schulte
Ryan Vanderhoef
Megan Zeigler

August 31
Michael Butler
Vincent Holdsworth
Cheryl Kent
Barbara Morrell
Jeff Rettray
Graham Schulte

August 25
Lynn Dutton
Sofia Fekete
Lauren Lagoe
Gregory Margosian
Luis Silva
Tyler Warriner
August 26
Kyle Klopcic
Makenzie Kulczycki
Maximus McCulloch
Julia Russ
Hannah Tikkanen

