
ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 24, 2025 – 10:00am, 4:00pm, and 8:00pm

Christmas Eve - The Nativity of our Lord
Carols and Candlelight

As We Gather
He came, but He didn’t have to. He came, even though He knew He would be 
rejected, hated and executed on a cross. He came anyway. He came to give us a way 
out. He came to give us a new birth, a new name, a new life. He came to give us 
hope, not only for eternity, but for tomorrow. On this day we hear again the angel’s 
words and listen to the surprising, yet wonderful, news that our Savior has been born 
in Bethlehem. He came. “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of life.” – Jesus

Prelude
10:00am & 4:00pm Rick Helderop, Organist

8:00pm Some Children See Him – Burt/Hutson
Kate DeBoer, Vocalist

The Entrance of the Light in the Tradition of St. Lucia
Invocation
P: We begin our Christmas celebration in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Congregational Carol 102 Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful

1. Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
 Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem.
 Come and behold him born the King of angels.

Refrain:
 Oh, come, let us adore Him, oh, come, let us adore Him,
 Oh, come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

2. Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
 Glory to God, glory in the highest.  Refrain

3. Yea Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning!
 Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n;
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.  Refrain

Prayer
P: Heavenly Father, with joy we enter into the contemplation of the holy mystery of Your 

Son’s incarnation for us and our salvation. Open our minds to understand, our hearts 
to believe, and our mouths to proclaim the glory of Him who took on human flesh and 
blood through the blessed virgin in order to suffer and die in our place. Prepare our 
hearts to be fitting mangers to cradle Your Son that He may dwell in us and we in Him 
today and throughout all eternity; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Voluntary
10:00am Some Children See Him – Burt/Hutson

Kate DeBoer, Vocalist

4:00pm Joseph’s Lullaby – Millard/Bannister
Rick Lee, Vocalist

8:00pm Carol of the Bells – Wilhousky
Chancel Choir

Children’s Message - 10:00am and 4:00pm

Please rise for the Gospel Reading and Congregational Carol.

Congregational Carol 647  O Little Town of Bethlehem

1. O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy darkness shineth The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, The angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing To God, the King, And peace to men on earth.

The First Gospel Reading from Luke Luke 2:1-7

Congregational Carol Away in a Manger

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes,
The little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

The Second Gospel Reading from Luke Luke 2:8-14

Congregational Carol It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

1. It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old,
 From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold:
 “Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, From heav’ns all-gracious King!”
 The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing.

2. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, Whose forms are bending low,
 Who toil along the climbing way With painful steps and slow,
 Look now! For glad and golden hours Come swiftly on the wing:
 O rest beside the weary road And hear the angels sing.

The Third Gospel Reading from Luke Luke 2:15-20

Congregational Carol 646 Silent Night

1. Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
 Round yon Virgin Mother and Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
 Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia,
 Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3. Stille nacht, heilige nacht! Alles schläft, einsam wacht,
 Nür das traute hoch heilige paar, Hölder knabe in lockigen haar.
 Schlaff im himmlischer ruh, Schlaff im himmlischer ruh!

Pastoral Benediction
Depart in peace – Merry Christmas!

Extinguish Candles and Pealing of the Bells
Postlude Rick Helderop, Organist

Please place candles in the receptacles at the doors as you leave.



��

Sanctuary Altar and Lectern Flowers are placed by Jim Rose in honor of his parents, 
Carole and James Rose, and in loving memory of his deceased daughter, Christal 
Evangeline Rose, born on Christmas Day in 1980.

Altar Guild
Kaki Mammel, Corinne Chesna, Jane Zehnder, Kris Ortale, Jamie Burstein,
Ann Marie Violante, Susan Laramie, Rosemary Scheidt, Linda Hauschulz

Acolytes
10:00am - Elizabeth Reimann and Michael Vella

Audio and Video Operators
10:00am - Mike Lapinski
4:00pm - David Hamada

8:00pm - David Hardoin and Jim Perryman

Elder Cross Bearers
10:00am - Rudy Becker, Jr.

4:00pm - Carter Ortale
8:00pm - Ron Curcio

St. Lucia Candle Bearer and Chime Ringer
10:00am - Lexi Calvaneso and Edith Vella

4:00pm - Emerson Rettray and Hannah Bienkowski
8:00pm - Elise Anzalone and Liam Anzalone

Ushers
10:00am - Jim Grove, Captain; Rudy Becker, Tom Boyce, Raymond Dobring,
David Eberly, Bryan Grattan, Mike Grattan, David Hamada, Jacob Imhoff
4:00pm - Steve Ortale, Captain; Greg Bloom, Ben Kamm, Scott Kamm,

Carter Ortale, Paul Quasarano, Rick Russ, Brian Vautaw
8:00pm - Brian May, Captain; Robert Artelt, Cliff Clark, Ron Curcio,

Bruce Helmke, Eric Rolf, Rick Russ, Ben Sinko


